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Recreation is, to a large degree, why there is a Village of 
Wolverine Lake. One of the key reasons for the Village’s 
creation in 1954 was to protect and improve the lake as a 
recreational asset for those who lived in the community. 
Today, Wolverine Lake, the Village’s namesake, remains 
the community’s foremost recreation resource. The 270-
acre lake represents almost 27% of the Village’s total land 
area. 

Since 1954, the Village has expanded and built upon 
its recreational foundation in the creation of other 
park facilities and programs. Formal recreation plans in 
the Village can be traced back to 1974 when Herbert 
Norgrove mapped out potential recreational facilities 
throughout the Village. Formal recreation master 
plans were written in 1993, 2001, 2009, and 2015. This 
Plan builds upon those planning efforts to expand 
and improve recreation opportunities for the Village’s 
residents. 

The 2021 - 2025 Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation 
Master Plan articulates a vision for parks and recreation in 
the Village. The purpose of this Plan is to guide recreation 
planning and development efforts of Wolverine Lake 
over the next five-year period, to December 2025. Once 
adopted, the Plan is the official document to be used by 
the community to guide decisions regarding parks and 
recreation. This Plan is also intended to meet the State’s 
standards for community recreation planning that are 
necessary to gain eligibility for grant programs.

Key Plan Findings

Wolverine Lake’s recreation properties are cherished 
amenities in the community, and residents indicated 
that they would like to see improvements in facilities 
maintenance and management. While there was a desire 
for some improvements to amenities such as restrooms 
and play equipment, there was little interest in wholesale 
changes to the character of the parks. 

There was also strong interest in expanding the existing 
sidewalk and trail network. Of particular interest was 
extending the walkways along South Commerce Road 
and ensuring that paths form a complete connection 
around the lake. 

What The Plan Contains

The Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master 
Plan follows the format suggested by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) in the 
Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, 
Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans (IC 1924, 
revised 11-20-2018). 

• The plan begins with this Executive Summary and 
a description of the processes used to prepare the 
plan. 

• Goals & Objectives were obtained by compiling 
input from community members, staff, and 
Village officials. They provide a broad set of 
values which drive recreation development in the 
Village;

• The Action Program then provides steps and 
strategies for implementing the Plan.

• The Public Participation portion of the Plan 
presents the input received from local officials, 
staff, and residents of Wolverine Lake, which 
helped the Park and Recreation Board formulate 
the Plan’s Goals and Objectives. 

• A detailed Recreation Inventory describes the 
existing parkland and recreational facilities of the 
community as well as those of the region and 
state. 

• A description of the community’s Administrative 
Structure follows, including information on 
funding and budgets. 

• The Plan then presents a Community Description, 
providing information on both the social and 
physical characteristics of the community. 

• Finally, the Appendices include supporting 
materials, such as a copy of the public input 
survey, resolutions and notices that document 
the Plan’s adoption by the Village Council, and 
conceptual plans.

Chapter 1: Executive Summary
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Planning Process

The process used to draft the Plan consists of three 
phases: background studies, evaluation, and plan 
development. Each is described more fully below:

Background Studies. This phase involved gathering 
and updating data from the U.S. Census, existing 
documents and plans, and from field observations. The 
data is organized into two main categories: community 
description and recreation inventory.

Evaluation. The second phase in the planning process 
evaluated and analyzed the data compiled to determine 
recreation facility deficiencies and needs. Public input to 
assess recreational needs was also sought at this level. 
A written survey and a public hearing were conducted 
to receive residents’ opinions and ideas for the park and 
recreation system. Input from Village officials and the Park 
and Recreation Board were also used.

Plan Development. The last phase in the process 
involves Plan development and adoption. Based on 
the deficiencies and needs, goals and objectives were 
formulated and a specific action plan developed. 
Strategies to implement the Plan were also discussed.

The following diagram illustrates the planning process 
and how it corresponds to the MDNR suggested format 
described earlier:

BACKGROUND
STUDIES

EVALUATION

PLAN 
DEVELOPMENT

• Description of the 
 Planning Process
•  Community Description
• Administrative Structure
• Recreation Inventory

• Goals & Objectives
• Action Program
• Supporting Documents

• Needs Assessment and 
 Public Participation

• Community   
 Description
• Administrative 
 Structure
• Recreation 
 Inventory

Recreation Needs

Master Plan

MDNR 
SUGGESTED FORMAT

This Plan was developed with input from local officials, 
staff, and residents. The Park and Recreation Board 
developed an online survey to gather input on needed 
improvements to the community’s recreation facilities 
and programming. A link to the survey was provided on 
the Village’s website and was available in hard copy form 
upon request. Input from local officials and the members 
of the Park and Recreation Board were also used. 

The Plan was recommended for adoption at the Park 
and Recreation Board’s meeting on November 16, 2020. 
The Plan was then adopted by the Village Council on 
December 9, 2020, following a public hearing. The Master 
Plan was also available for public review and comment at 
the Village Hall for one month prior to the public hearing.
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Village Council √ √ √

Village Planning 
Commission √ √

Park & Recreation Board √ √ √ √ √

Village Residents √ √ √

Table 1. Input Participation
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The Village of Wolverine Lake Park and Recreation Board has formulated goals for the next five years. They are 
broad enough to encompass the needs expressed from the public, from Village officials, staff, and the observed 
deficiencies in the recreation resources of the area. They also consider demographic changes, current and anticipated 
development, the area’s physical resources, and recreation trends.

Vision: Provide a diverse and connected system of recreation facilities and programs for all the residents of Wolverine 
Lake that are safe, fun, and that bring about a sense of community.

Goal # 1:  Provide attractive parkland and facilities that are close to residences, and that are connected 
through a pedestrian trail system.

Goal # 2:  Provide park facilities that are diverse, safe, fun, and accessible for all ages and abilities.

Goal # 3:  Offer a recreation program of year-round, regularly scheduled activities for varied ages and abilities.

Goal # 4:  Continue to implement and refine a maintenance program for recreation facilities, including 
schedules and responsibilities.

Goal # 5:  Improve opportunities for communicating with residents regarding recreation events.

Goal # 6:  Provide a trail system in the village that is safe and well maintained and offers a non-motorized 
transportation alternative for cyclists and pedestrians.

Chapter 2: Goals & Objectives
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The action program details the manner in which the goals will be met. It includes a list of specific projects, as well as 
a capital improvement schedule with suggested capital improvement projects with a sequence and strategies for 
implementation.

Action Plan

The following list of specific projects and actions are recommended to be accomplished during the planning period.

Action #1: Maintain a plan that outlines regularly-scheduled inspections, maintenance schedules, responsibilities, 
and funding. This action item could include creating a volunteer corps, possibly meeting for a few hours one 
Saturday a month during the summer, to ensure the parks are clean and that equipment is functional.

Basis for Action: This item was identified through the resident survey.

Action #2: Expand recreation uses of currently-owned Village property. This action item includes evaluation 
of existing recreation equipment and park facilities for improvements and/or replacement of older equipment 
to bring it up to modern safety standards. It also improves the functioning and appearance of the parks and 
properties through appropriate landscaping. All upgrades must be in compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and efforts should be taken to remove all existing barriers to universal access. 

Proposed projects include:

1. Clara Miller Park:

a) Children’s play equipment

• Replace older pieces of playground equipment, including the slides, stage coach, swings, animals on 
springs, climbing tower, and merry-go-round with new, age-specific amenities

b) Other park amenities

• Finalize construction of restroom, concession stand, and storage area for recreation equipment (in 
process as of December 2020) 

• Add benches and seating areas near play equipment and along Lakes Community Trail

• Add small pavilions in underutilized areas of park

• Replace existing picnic Tables, benches, and grills as necessary with accessible equipment

• Replace sand safety surface with engineered wood fiber, poured-in-place rubber, or other ADA 
compliant material

• Resurface roller hockey rink and basketball courts

• Add community garden space near tennis courts

• Add bocce ball, shuffleboard courts, chess tables, and additional seating near horseshoe pits

• Designate BMX bike course near Woodlawn Avenue

• Add trees and shade structures near play equipment and throughout the park to provide additional 
shade while maintaining safety

• Add rain gardens to help address stormwater issues

• Provide more garbage cans and recycling bins to improve park cleanliness

Chapter 3: Action Program
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2. Vita Trail / Lakes Community Trail:

a) Park amenities

• Finalize construction and landscaping at Veterans Memorial (in process as of December 2020)

• Add additional exercise stations along trail

• Replace cinder surfacing with ADA compliant crushed limestone

• Develop stewardship plan to address invasive species in wooded area

• Finalize construction of restroom/concession building

• Add picnic pavilion

• Provide more garbage cans and recycling bins to improve park cleanliness

3. Trail Network:

a) Identify areas of the Village where recreation facilities are not accessible via pedestrian pathways

b) Repair Benstein Road boardwalk

c) Add mile markers or wayfinding signage to identify United Neighborhood routes

d) Work with Commerce Township and Walled Lake to develop safety path on South Commerce with 
connection to the West Bloomfield Rail Trail

e) Work with Commerce Township to develop trail along Oakley Park Road with connection to M-5 Trail 

f ) Extend Lakes Community Trail along Benstein Road between Delmonte and Clara Miller Park

g) Finalize construction of pathway between Benstein entrance of Clara Miller Park and Glengary Road (near 
completion as of December 2020)

h) Continue to expand the pedestrian trail system throughout the Village

4. Neighborhood/Pocket Parks:

a) Identify areas of the Village where neighborhood parks and facilities can be added, with a special focus on 
properties with lake access

b) Upgrade play equipment and landscaping at Amenia Park

c) Add small pavilion at Oak Island Park

d) Continue to expand the number of neighborhood parks throughout the Village where possible

Basis for Action: These items were identified through the background studies, resident survey, the Park and Recreation 
Board, the Village Council, and the Village of Wolverine Lake Master Plan.

Action #3: Explore acquisition of new parkland properties within underserved neighborhoods, particularly in the 
southern portion of the Village.

Basis for Action: This item was identified through the resident survey.

Action #4: Identify new and effective methods of communicating to residents about available recreation facilities 
and events.

Basis for Action: This item was identified through the background studies, Park and Recreation Board discussions, and 
resident survey.
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Action #5: Coordinate with Commerce Township, the city of Wixom, and/or the State of Michigan to develop a 
large dog park and/or splash pad in at Proud Lake, Hickory Glen Park, Maple Glen Park, or Gunnar Mettala Park.

Basis for Action: This item was identified through the background studies, Park and Recreation Board discussions, and 
resident survey.

Action #6: Evaluate feasibility of retaining a part-time Recreation Coordinator to help guide Wolverine Lake’s 
Parks & Recreation activities. This position would oversee ongoing maintenance, park and trail development, 
programming operations and development, community outreach, interaction with County and surrounding 
community recreation departments, and grant applications and management.

Basis for Action: This item was identified through the background studies and Park and Recreation Board discussions.

Project Schedule

Table 2 lists the individual projects along with the specific tasks the Village would like to accomplish, the project goal 
reference, a cost estimate, and potential funding sources. These projects are not prioritized, and will be implemented 
as funding and/or resources are available. However, to guide implementation, each project is assigned a time frame 
for completion.

Short-term (ST) projects are recommended for completion within one to two years, while longterm (LT) projects may 
take longer to be completed, five years or beyond. Mid-term (MT) falls between the two other categories. Ongoing 
(OG) items are part of a standard park maintenance schedule.

Project Cost Estimate Funding Source
Time 

Frame

Continue to implement and refine a maintenance plan that 
describes inspections, schedule, responsibilities, and funding - GF OG

Establish a volunteer corps to regularly maintain parks - - OG
Clara Miller Park

Replace outdated play equipment with age-specific play structures 
and install poured-in-place safety surfacing $ 150,000 - $200,000 GF, G, D ST

Add benches & seating areas $ 10,000 - $20,000 GF, G, D ST

Add trees and shade structures $ 30,000 - $40,000 GF, G, D ST

Add rain gardens & stormwater features $ 20,000 - $30,000 GF, G, D MT

Add bocce ball, shuffleboard, & chess Tables $ 5,000 - $7,000 GF, G, D LT

Resurface roller hockey rink and basketball courts $ 20,000 - $30,000 GF, G, D MT

Add community garden spaces near tennis courts TBD G, D LT

Create BMX course $ 5,000 - $7,000 GF, G, D LT

Add small picnic pavilions $ 40,000 - $50,000 GF, G, D LT

Add accessible routes to park amenities as necessary TBD GF ST

Replace sand surface with Engineered Wood Fiber (EWF) $ 1,000 GF OG

Add recycle and garbage bins $ 2,000 - $5,000 GF ST

Table 2. Improvement Schedule

GF = General Fund, G = Grants, D = Donations
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Project Cost Estimate Funding Source
Time 

Frame

Vita Trail

Install restroom with connection to sanitary sewer $ 125,000 - $150,000 GF, G, D LT

Add additional exercise stations along trails $ 5,000 - $10,000 GF, G, D LT

Replace cinder surfacing with crushed limestone trail $ 4,000 - $6,000 GF, G, D LT

Add small picnic pavilion $ 20,000 GF, G, D LT

Trail Network

Repair Benstein Road boardwalk $ 850,000 - $900,000 GF, G, D ST

Add wayfinding signage to United Neighborhoods routes $ 3,000 - $5,000 GF, G, D MT

In cooperation with Commerce Township, develop trail along South 
Commerce Road $ 1,400,000 GF, G, D ST

In cooperation with Commerce Township, develop trail along Oakley 
Park Road TBD GF, G, D LT

Extend Lakes Community Trail along Benstein Road between 
Delmonte Street and Clara Miller Park $ 400,000 - $500,000 GF, G, D MT

Develop sidewalk along Benstein Road between Clara Miller Park 
and Glengary Road $ 200,000 - $250,000 GF, G, D LT

Amenia Park

Upgrade play structure $ 20,000 - $30,000 GF, G, D MT

Add swing set $ 10,000 - $15,000 GF, G, D MT

Add small picnic pavilion $ 15,000 - 20,000 GF, G, D LT

Upgrade landscaping $ 5,000 - $10,000 GF, G, D ST
Oak Island Park

Add small pavilion $ 20,000 GF, G, D LT
Other Properties

Develop small park on Village-owned property at Wolverine Drive 
and South Commerce Road $ 40,000 - $50,000 GF, G, D LT

Table 3. Improvement Schedule (continued)

GF = General Fund, G = Grants, D = Donations
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Implementation Strategies

In order to accomplish the recommended actions 
during the next five years, it will be necessary to secure 
adequate funding. The current budget provides only 
a limited amount of funds for park development and 
improvements. The amount is well short of the projected 
expenses involved in the project schedule. Therefore, 
the following strategies are recommended to proceed as 
planned.

Apply for Federal Funding

At the federal level, the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) funds Transportation 
Enhancements (TE) activities for community-based 
projects that expand travel choices and enhance the 
transportation experience by improving the cultural, 
historic, aesthetic, and environmental aspects of the 
transportation infrastructure. To be eligible, a project 
must fall into one of the TE activities. Activities which may 
apply to Berkley include:

• Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles 
such as walkways, curb ramps, bike parking, off-road 
trails, bike and pedestrian bridges and underpasses; 

• Educational programs for pedestrians and bicyclists 
designed to encourage walking and bicycling by 
providing potential users with education and safety 
instruction through classes, pamphlets, and signage; 
and

• Preservation, conversion, and use of abandoned 
railway corridors for acquisition, development, 
planning, design, and construction of multi-use trails, 
as well as purchasing unused railroad property for 
reuse. 

A minimum 20 percent local match is required for 
proposed projects and applications are accepted online 
on an on-going basis.

The Safe Routes to School program is a national 
movement to make it safe, convenient, and fun for 
children to bicycle and walk to school. When routes are 
safe, walking or biking to and from school is an easy way 
to get the regular physical activity children need for a 
healthy lifestyle. In Michigan, the program is sponsored 
by the Michigan Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness 
and has gained momentum over the past few years. With 
the passage of the federal transportation legislation in 
2005, Michigan’s Safe Routes to School program made 
schools eligible for transportation enhancement funds, 
providing for infrastructure improvements and education 
campaigns. The purpose of the program, as defined in the 
federal legislation, is to: 

• Enable and encourage children, including those with 
disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school; 

• Make bicycling and walking to school a safer and 
more appealing transportation alternative, thereby 
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an 
early age; and 

• Facilitate the planning, development, and 
implementation of projects and activities that will 
improve safety and reduce traffic, fuel consumption, 
and air pollution in school areas.

The program provides mini grants for programming 
and major grants to help communities build sidewalks, 
crosswalks, and other infrastructure. Up to $200,000 per 
school is available for infrastructure projects, and $8,000 
to build programming around the project. Communities 
must undergo an in-depth planning process prior to 
submitting an application. Deadlines are ongoing and 
awarded on a rolling basis. SR2S funding is 100 percent 
federal; no match is required. 
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Apply for State Funding

At the state level, the Land and Water Conservation Fund 
(LWCF) and the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
(MNRTF) continue to be the primary funding sources for 
parkland acquisition and development.

The MNRTF provides funding for the purchase and 
development of parkland for natural resource based 
preservation and recreation. Goals of the program are to: 

• Protect natural resources and provide for their access, 
public use and enjoyment;

• Provide public access to Michigan’s water bodies, 
particularly the Great Lakes and facilitate their 
recreation use;  

• Meet regional, county and community needs for 
outdoor recreation opportunities;  

• Improve the opportunities for outdoor recreation in 
urban areas; and 

• Stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation 
related tourism and community revitalization. 

Grant proposals must include a local match of at least 25 
percent of the total project cost. There is no minimum 
or maximum for acquisition projects. For development 
projects, the minimum funding request is $15,000 and 
the maximum is $300,000. Applications are due in April 
and August for acquisition projects and April (only) for 
development projects. 

The LWCF is a federal appropriation to the National 
Park Service, who distributes funds to the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources and Environment for 
development of outdoor recreation facilities. The focus 
of the program has been on trailway systems and other 
community recreation needs such as playgrounds, 
picnic areas, skate parks, ball fields, soccer fields and 
walking paths. Minimum grant requests are $30,000 
and maximum grant requests are $500,000. The match 
percentage must be 50 percent of the total project cost. 
Applications are  accepted throughout the year, but must 
be in by April 1 to be considered for the following years 
grant funds.

The Recreation Passport grant program offers funding 
for the development of public recreation facilities for 
local units of government. Minimum grant requests are 
$7,500 and maximum requests are $150,000. The local 
match obligation is 25 percent of the total project cost. 
Application are typically due on April 1st.

Local units of government may use the Forest 
Stewardship program to develop a management plan 
for a municipal forest which would include a component 
targeting outreach to private landowners. A total of 
$2,000 may be granted with a 50 percent local match. 
Applications are due in September. Non-game Wildlife 
Fund Grants have also been offered in the past to identify, 
protect, manage, and restore native plant and animal 
species, natural communities, and other natural features. 
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Apply for Other Grant Funding 

The Detroit Edison Tree Planting program began as DTE 
joined the US Department of Energy’s voluntary Climate 
Challenge Program to address greenhouse gas emissions. 
Cost-share funds are available to municipalities in the 
Detroit Edison’s service area on a competitive basis 
for tree planting projects. A total of up to $4,000 may 
be granted to eligible tree planting projects on public 
and school property with a 50 percent local match. 
Applications are typically due in February. 

There are also a variety of smaller grant programs 
available for the establishment of greenways/pathways 
or greenway-related facilities such as Bikes Belong 
Coalition. The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by 
members of the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission 
is to put more people on bikes more often. The program 
funds projects in three categories: Facility, Education 
and Capacity Building. Requests for funding can be up 
to $10,000 for projects such as bike paths, trails, lanes, 
parking, and safe routes to school. Applications are 
reviewed on a quarterly basis. 

Access to Recreation is a grant program available for 
universal access of people of all abilities to a wide 
variety of recreation opportunities, such as nature 
viewing and photography areas, hiking trails, scenic 
outlooks, waterfalls and water activities of all kinds, 
beaches, fishing and boating, playgrounds, picnic areas, 
campgrounds, and much more. There are two primary 
grant programs under this source of funding:

Recreation Access Matching Grant provides up to 50 
percent matching funds (up to $10,000) for the purchase 
of universally accessible recreation equipment and 
materials such as all terrain hiking wheelchairs, pool lifts, 
accessible playground surface, transfer systems, beach 
access mats, trail surface enhancements, and accessible 
picnic Tables that enhance recreation participation by 
people with disabilities; and 

Accessible by Design Awards is designed to stimulate 
the development of creative universally designed 
recreation experiences that invite, welcome, and support 
the inclusion of people of all abilities. Winning designs 
demonstrate how going above and beyond the minimum 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
can create greater access and usability for people of all 
abilities in the community. Winning designs are awarded 
cash prizes to build the projects up to $250,000 with 25 
percent minimum match.   

Increase Support for Parks

Public support for parks and recreation will be crucial in 
determining the level of services the Village will be able 
to provide in the future. A specific park or project millage 
over a limited period could be considered in the future 
for particular projects such as park or trail acquisition, 
development, or maintenance. 

Seek Other Sources of Funding

Wolverine Lakes Parks and Recreation should continue 
to search for additional sources of funding. Seeking 
donations, attracting sponsors, holding fund-raising 
events and seeking out other revenue sources are 
methods that should be pursued aggressively to raise 
funding for park acquisition and development.  
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Image Source: Pam Gifford
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Chapter 4: Needs Analysis & Public Participation
An essential task in the recreation planning process is to determine the needs of the community to formulate an 
action plan for parks and recreation improvement. Needs provide the rationale for goals and objectives and identify 
areas for capital improvements. To assess needs, consideration was given to current recreation trends and an online 
survey was conducted to receive opinions and desires from residents. In addition, several “pop-up sessions” took 
place during the summer of 2019 at various locations to receive the broadest possible level of input from community 
members. These varied sources of information helped to inform a strategic solution to meet Wolverine Lake’s 
recreation needs.  

Other types of parks include the following:

• Schoolyards, areas that can fulfill the space 
requirements for other types of parks such as 
neighborhood, community, sports complex 
or special use which include the public school 
facilities located near the Village;

• Greenways, areas that link parks together to form 
a continuous park environment such as the multi-
purpose pathway included in the Village; and

• Private recreation facilities, areas that are privately 
owned yet contribute to the Village parks and 
recreation system. 

According to these standards, local parks fall within the 
range for recommended acreage for close-to-home park 
land. Using numbers based on population estimates for 
2045, the amount of existing parkland should continue 
to be adequate to meet the Village’s recreation needs.  
Acreage provided by schools and private facilities further 
help meet resident recreation requirements. Wolverine 
Lake residents are especially well-served by regional 
park facilities provided by the state and other recreation 
providers, despite the fact that no regional parks are 
actually located in the Village’s borders. 

Comparison to National Standards

According to a 1996 National Recreation and Parks 
Association (NRPA) study, parks and open spaces 
are categorized as mini-parks, neighborhood parks, 
community parks, regional parks, and preserves. The mini, 
neighborhood, and community parks are the close-to-
home parks, designed to satisfy the recreational needs 
of local communities within a service radius of up to two 
miles. Wolverine Lake’s parks are considered close-to-
home parks. According to NRPA standards, the amount 
of recommended close-to-home park land is 6.25 to 10.5 
acres for every 1,000 residents.

Regional parks are parks that serve a broader area (one 
hour drive or about a 45 mile radius) than community 
parks and focus on meeting the recreation needs of the 
region as well as preserving unique landscapes and open 
spaces. For Wolverine Lake, County, State, and HCMA 
parks fill this role. The NRPA standard for regional parks is 
15 to 20 acres of park land per 1,000 people.

Type of Park
NRPA standard per 

1000 population

Required - Village 
based on 2020 

population of 4,299 Existing Deficiency / Surplus

Close-to-Home Parkland & Greenways 6.26 - 10.5 acres 27 to 45 acres 30.6 acres +4 acres

Subdivision Parks - - 28 acres -

Commerce, Walled Lake, and Wixom 
Nearby Parks - - 961.3 acres -

Regional Parks 15 - 20 acres 65 to 87 acres 27,000 acres +26,935 acres

Schoolyards - - 400 acres -

Private Recreation Facilities - - 996 acres -

Table 3. Parkland Acreage Standards
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NRPA Metrics

Recognizing that a “one size fits all” approach to park 
planning is not practical for most communities, the 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) annually 
releases a set of park metrics which allow community 
planners to compare their facilities with those found 
in similarly sized communities. The list of amenities 
described in the 2019 report is by no means exhaustive, 
but it offers a starting point for Wolverine Lake to 
consider as it looks toward the future park development. 

The report describes the average number of facilities 
provided for communities ranging from small (under 
20,000) to large (more than 250,000 residents). These 
comparisons are summarized in Table 4. Wolverine Lake 
compares fairly well to its peers, falling above the median 
for miles of trails provided and number of residents 
served per park, but falling short of the median in terms 
of acres of parkland per thousand residents. 

The report further describes specific outdoor and indoor 
recreation facilities for communities based on the number 
of residents per square mile. This comparison can be seen 
in Table 5 and Table 6. Where amenities are currently 

Amenity
% of agencies 
with amenity

# per 1000 
Wolv. Lake

# per 1000 
Average

Playgrounds 94.4 0.47 0.32

Basketball courts 86.1 0.93 0.14

Tennis courts 79.7 0.47 0.21

Baseball - youth 77.9 0.70 0.14

Softball - adult 66.5 0.70 0.07

Multi-purpose 
fields 66.1 0.23 0.11

Softball - youth 60.9 0.70 0.07

Dog park 59.3 0.00 0.02

Baseball - adult 54.7 0.00 0.04

Pool (outdoor) 52.3 0.00 0.02

Tot lot 48.1 0.23 0.09

Soccer field - youth 48.1 0.00 0.11

Community garden 46.3 0.00 0.03

Basketball/
volleyball 42 0.23 0.06

Soccer field - adult 40.9 0.00 0.07

Football field 38 0.00 0.03

Skate park 26.2 0.00 0.02

Synthetic field 19.1 0.00 0.02

Ice rink (outdoor) 16.7 0.00 0.03

Lacrosse field 11.7 0.00 0.03

Cricket field 9.2 0.00 0.01

Overlay field 7.5 0.00 0.05

Field hockey field 4 0.00 0.02

Table 5. Outdoor Park Amenities for Communities with 
Greater than 2,500 residents per square mile

Source: NRPA Park Metrics Report, 2019

Amenity
Wolv. 
Lake Median

Lower 
Quartile

Upper 
Quartile

Miles of trails 4 miles n/a n/a n/a

Number of residents 
per park 1,433 1,231 1,985 788

Acres of parkland per 
thousand residents 7.1 11.8 5.3 18.9

Table 4. Park Facility Comparison for Communities with 
Less Than 20,000 Residents

Source: NRPA Park Metrics Report, 2019

Table 6. Indoor Park Facilities for Communities with 
Greater than 2,500 residents per square mile

Amenity
% of agencies 
with amenity

# of residents served 
by amenity

Community Centers 57.9 33071

Rec Center (gyms, etc.) 56.9 34000

Senior Centers 39.9 77014

Amphitheater 32.9 85071

Nature Center 27.5 106644

Stadiums 18 97959

Ice Rink 16.3 57135

Teen Center 13.3 75000

Arena 8.7 54778
Source: NRPA Park Metrics Report, 2019

provided in Wolverine Lake, the Village offers an above 
average number of facilities. Some notable amenities that 
are not currently available within the Village park system 
are a dog park, soccer fields (youth & adult), community 
gardens, and adult baseball fields. Lack of space within 
the Village makes adding these facilities impractical, and 
each of these facilities are available for resident use in 
surrounding communities. 

Finally, the 2019 report describes typical programming 
options, providing the percentage of communities 
offering programs in a variety of categories. While 
Wolverine Lake offers several community-wide events 
throughout the year, it does not provide any other forms 
of recreation programming. Typical program types and 
the percentage of communities offering these programs 
is provided in Table 7 and Table 8.
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Programs Offered
% of agencies with 

program

Summer camp 60.8

Specific senior programs 67.5

Specific teen programs 50.3

Programs for people w disabilities 30.5

After-school programs 46.8

Preschool 27.2

Before-school programs 14.7

Full daycare 3.4

Source: NRPA Park Metrics Report, 2019

Table 7. Typical Program Offerings - All Agencies

Programs Offered
% of agencies with 

program

Themed special events 87

Team sports 87

Social recreation 86

Health & Wellness 80

Fitness enhancement 79

Individual sports 72

Safety training 71

Aquatics 71

Racquet sports 66

Trips and tours 62

Performing arts 61

Cultural crafts 60

Martial arts 60

Virtual arts 57

Natural/Cultural History 55

Golf 48

Running/cycling races 20
Source: NRPA Park Metrics Report, 2019

Table 8. Targeted programs for children, seniors, and 
people with disabilities in communities with less 
than 20,000 residents

Musicians perform in the Clara Miller Park pavilion. Image Source: Daniel Macnall



22 - NEEDS ANALYSIS & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

0 1,000 2,000500
Feet ¯

Neighborhood Parks (Amenia & Oak Island): 1/4 Mile Radius

Regional Parks (DNR Boat Access): 1/2 Mile Radius

Community Parks (Clara Miller): 1/2 Mile Radius

Village of Wolverine Lake
Park Coverage

Source: Oakland County GIS
Carlisle/Wortman Associates

March 2020

Apple OrchardApple Orchard

Brisbane
Brisbane

W
oodlaw

n
W

oodlaw
n

Roselaw
n

Roselaw
n

Terry
Terry

D
arnell

D
arnell

Ellington
Ellington

ConnecticutConnecticut

Trim
ont

Trim
ont

M
entone

M
entone

Terrapin
Terrapin

ThurstonThurston

TellicoTellico
AmarilloAmarillo

MallowMallow

Woodlawn CtWoodlawn Ct

GlennGlenn

DelmonteDelmonte

Manzano

Manzano

Herm
osa

Herm
osa

Los Arboles

Los Arboles

Palom
as

Palom
as

Laguna
Laguna

Laguna Ct
Laguna Ct

M
unicipal

M
unicipal

GlengaryGlengary
Oakview

Oakview

ValleyValley

Oak Island

Oak Island

Canal
Canal

Tam
pa

Tam
pa

Ethel
EthelIndiana

Indiana

BriarBriar

Angola
Angola

HelmsfordHelmsford

G
lencove

G
lencove

N
ew

port
N

ew
port

Paulette

Paulette

Ventura
Ventura

So
la

no
So

la
no

Shankin
Shankin

M
eadow

M
eadow

WandaWanda

WabassoWabasso

PinecrestPinecrest

Sunset
Sunset

Penny LakePenny Lake

W
olverine

W
olverine

DunreathDunreath

BrushwoodBrushwood

LucilleLucille

AmeniaAmenia

AdelaideAdelaide

AlbertonAlberton

W
est

W
est

W
ingham

pton
W

ingham
pton

M
eadow

lane
M

eadow
lane

Lone Pine
Lone Pine

Lauder
Lauder

W
ilkshire

W
ilkshire

Killarney
Killarney

Lookout
Lookout

Ladd
Ladd

Lakeview

Lakeview

Turtle Creek

Turtle Creek

W
idgeon

W
idgeon

Eider
Eider

Pintail
Pintail

G
adw

all
G

adw
all

H
eron H

ills
H

eron H
ills

EgretEgret

GlengaryGlengary

Apple Orchard

Brisbane

W
oodlaw

n

Roselaw
n

Terry

D
arnell

Ellington

Connecticut

Trim
ont

M
entone

Terrapin

Thurston

Tellico
Amarillo

Mallow

Woodlawn Ct

Glenn

Delmonte

Manzano

Herm
osa

Los Arboles

Palom
as

Laguna

Laguna Ct

M
unicipal

Glengary
Oakview

Valley

Oak Island

Canal

Tam
pa S Com

m
erce

EthelIndiana

Briar

Angola

Helmsford

G
lencove

N
ew

port

Paulette

Ventura

So
la

no

Shankin

M
eadow

Wanda

Wabasso

Pinecrest

Sunset

Penny Lake

W
olverine

Dunreath

Brushwood

Lucille

Amenia

Adelaide

Alberton

W
est

W
ingham

pton

M
eadow

lane

Lone Pine

Lauder

W
ilkshire

Killarney

Lookout

Ladd

Lakeview

Turtle Creek

W
idgeon

Eider

Pintail

G
adw

all
H

eron H
ills

Egret

Glengary

Delmonte

Delmonte

Delmonte

WOLVERINE LAKE

CLARA MILLERCLARA MILLER
PARKPARK

OAK ISLANDOAK ISLAND
PARKPARKLAKELAKE

ACCESSACCESS
SITESITE

AMENIAAMENIA
PARKPARK

CLARA MILLER
PARK

OAK ISLAND
PARKLAKE

ACCESS
SITE

AMENIA
PARK

Village
Offices

VITAVITA
TRAILTRAIL
VITA

TRAIL

Benstein

McCoyMcCoyMcCoy

S Commerce

S Com
m

erce

WALLED LAKE

W
A

LLED
 LA

KE

CO
M

M
ERCE TO

W
N

SH
IPCOMMERCE TOWNSHIP

CO
M

M
ERCE TO

W
N

SH
IP

COMMERCE TOWNSHIP

Map 1. Local Park Coverage Areas

Ten Minute Walk Initiative

The NRPA, Trust for Public Land (TPL), other recreation 
advocacy groups, and communities across the country 
have embraced the concept of the “ten minute walk”, 
or the idea that every American should be within 
walkable distance to a local park or recreation facility.  
Numerous studies have shown the psychological, 
health, and general quality of life benefits provided by 
improved access to green spaces, but the likelihood 
of utilizing these spaces decreases as distance to the 
facility increases. For planning purposes, the traditional 
NRPA service radius of 1/4 mile for neighborhood parks 
and 1/2 mile for community parks is frequently used to 
demonstrate the effective reach of park systems.

As shown in Map 1, Wolverine Lake residents have good 
access to local recreation facilities north of the lake, but 
are somewhat underserved on the south side of the 
Village. The lake itself represents a recreation opportunity 
while simultaneously serving as a barrier to access to 
traditional park facilities. If service areas for Walled Lake 
and Commerce Township parks are incorporated in the 
Map, the far southwest corner of the Village is the only 
region that remains underserved. Lack of available land 
makes addressing this gap difficult, but development of a 
pocket park on vacant parcels near Lookout Drive may be 
worth consideration.
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Activity
Participation 

(National)
Overall 

Rank

Participation 
(East North 

Central Region)
Overall 

Rank

Exercise 
walking

106.3 million 1 15.4 million 1

Swimming 46.3 million 3 6.3 million 7

Running / 
jogging

44.5 million 5 6.2 million 8

Hiking 42.0 million 6 5.3 million 12

Camping 40.1 million 7 6.4 million 5

Bicycle 
riding

36.0 million 9 5.8 million 9

Fishing 29.5 million 13 5.4 million 10

Activity
Participation 

Rate

Relaxing outdoors 75%

Walking outdoors, including dog walking 74%

Visit parks or playgrounds 67%

Sightseeing and/or driving for pleasure 64%

Visiting nature centers or historic sites 56%

Swimming outdoors 54%

Picnicking 53%

Fishing 41%

Biking of any kind (on or off road) 40%

Camping of any kind (modern, RV, tent, rustic) 39%

Team or individual sports outdoors 37%

Wildlife viewing and/or photography including 
birding 36%

Hiking/backpacking 34%

Jogging/running 34%

Canoeing, kayaking, stand-up paddle boarding, 
or wind surfing 32%

Road biking 31%

Motor boating 31%

Sledding/tubing 30%

Tent or rustic camping 30%

Shooting sports, including archery 30%

Modern or RV camping 25%

Hunting of any kind 20%

National Recreation Trends

Recreation trends on a national and regional level provide 
insights into activities that show the greatest growth in 
popularity and may affect the future direction of parks 
and recreation. The National Sporting Goods Association 
(NSGA) regularly conducts national surveys to measure 
participation in physical activities and track changes 
from previous years. Table 9 lists the top seven outdoor 
activities persons aged seven years and older participated 
in at least once in 2016. 

Table 9. Top Outdoor Activities - 2016

Source: NSGA Sports Participation in the United States 2016

The 2016 study shows a continued trend towards 
individual-based outdoor activities, with open water 
sports, outdoor activities, and snow sports all showing 
increases in participation. Team related sports, with the 
exception of soccer and lacrosse, have showed a steady 
decline in popularity in recent years, while trail related 
sports continue to grow in popularity. The top growing 
outdoor activities between 2006 and 2016 were exercise 
walking (87.5 to 106.3 million), running/jogging (28.8 to 
44.5 million), hiking (31.0 to 42.2 million) and kayaking 
(5.9 to 9.2 million).  

These trends are consistent with trends observed 
in Michigan. According to a survey of Michigan 
residents conducted as part of the 2018-2022 Michigan 
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan, walking 
outdoors was identified as the most important outdoor 
activity by 26 percent of users statewide. A list of 
participation rates for the most popular activities is listed 
in Table 10 below. Participation rates for children under 
age 18 is provided in Table 11.

Source: Michigan Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan

Table 10. Top Outdoor Recreation Activities in Michigan

Activity
Participation 

Rate

Visit parks or playgrounds 85%

Swimming outdoors 76%

Sledding/tubing 54%

Fishing 52%

Non-league team or individual sports 46%

Tam or individual sports in a league 44%

Road biking 41%

Table 11. Outdoor Recreation Activities - Children under 18

Source: Michigan Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
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Some key findings from the Metro Detroit region include:

• Nearly 75 percent of residents feel that outdoor 
recreation is very important or moderately 
important to their household.

• Walking outdoors, including dog walking, was 
identified as the most important outdoor activity.

• 87 percent of participants went outside 52 or 
more days per year, with nearly 54 percent  doing 
so for more than 100 days. 

Image source: Paddlers.com

Monitoring parks and recreation trends is important in 
determining how parks and recreation services should 
evolve. The implication of the trends noted above along 
with the demographic and physical characteristics of the 
area can be summarized as follows:

• While future recreation facility development 
should respond to the expected increase in 
seniors, developments should be designed to 
accommodate a variety of abilities and interests. 
Meeting or exceeding ADA standards for 
recreation uses will be critical. 

• There is a need for more walk/bike ways to 
accommodate bicycle and pedestrian recreation 
use and to contribute to a healthy and walkable 
environment. The Village should make efforts to 
connect with existing regional hike/bike systems 
in surrounding communities and facilities. 
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Public Input

The Village of Wolverine Lake collected data via a survey 
that was available to residents from May 1 through July 
31, 2020. Hard copies of the survey were available  upon 
request. The survey was advertised on the Village website, 
on social media, and on flyers posted throughout the 
community (see Appendix A). In total, 373 unique 
responses were received. A compilation of all responses is 
provided in Appendix F.

Wolverine Lake residents are highly invested in their 
park facilities. A clear majority of residents feel that the 
existing park system is about the right size (80.4%), with 
only 15.5Maintaining existing parks was the top priority 
for Village residents (1830), followed by improving 
existing amenities (1603), developing or expanding the 
existing sidewalks and trails (1448), and maintaining 
existing programming and events (1155). Developing 
new programming (881) and acquiring/developing new 
parks (832) were considered the lowest priorities.

Clara Miller Park in particular is heavily used, with almost 
50% of residents stating they visit the park at least once 
per week. Not surprisingly, the bulk of the comments 
received were in regards to Clara Miller. While residents 
are generally pleased with Clara Miller and the park 
system as a whole, they recognize there is room for 
improvement. For example, among residents who had 
visited the park, overall satisfaction rates for Clara Miller 
Park came in at almost 87%. Some individual components 
of the park were rated lower, however, with the existing 
restrooms rated the lowest (53.8%).  The basketball 
courts (69.6%), playground equipment (74.4%), and roller 
hockey rink (76.4%) were the only other amenities rated 
lower than 80%. 

While residents would like to see Clara Miller improved, 
there is not a desire to see wholesale changes. Several 
open-ended comments mirror the feedback received for 
the 2018 Clara Miller Park Master Plan; replace or upgrade 
existing features, but do not “reinvent” the park or turn it 
into a regional attraction. This attitude is reflected in the 
types of amenities requested for the village parks. 61% 
stated they would like to see more multi-use paths, 56% 
indicated they would like new bathrooms, 40.9% would 
like more “rustic” paths, and 39% would like new play 
structures. Large, capital intensive projects were relatively 
low-rated, with splash pads (34.8%) being the only 
amenity rated over 30%. 

In contrast to Clara Miller, the Village’s two pocket parks, 
Amenia and Oak Island Parks, are much less frequently 
visited. Daily or weekly visitations at Amenia Park (7.4%) 
and Oak Island Park (5.9%) are comparatively rare; 
almost 72% have never visited Amenia and over 76% 
have never visited Oak Island. Satisfaction rates at these 
parks are similarly low, with Amenia at 65.9% and Oak 
Island at 62.5%. These parks are largely undeveloped 
and serve a very different role in the community than 
Clara Miller. Upgrading the landscaping and existing 
playground equipment at Amenia would undoubtedly 
improve the perception of that park. Oak Island has had 
improvements in recent years, but additional seating or a 
small picnic pavilion may be appropriate. 

Please keep our parks simple!  Thank you! Do 
not go overboard. Do not over add or change 
the simple beauty of what our parks already 
are. P.S. I don't want to avoid progress or new 
ideas. I just want simple natural beauty of "our 
parks" to be retained.

...(P)lease make these areas handicap/
wheelchair accessible. I don’t go the parks or 
participate in many activities because it is so 
difficult for a person in a wheelchair.

Doing this (survey) made me aware of activities 
and trails I was previously unaware of. It would 
be nice to have more availability of these 
amenities. I would definitely take advantage of 
the trails. Especially if there were sidewalks that 
could make access to them easier.



26 - NEEDS ANALYSIS & PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

Aside from Clara Miller Park, trail development was the 
probably the most discussed recreation item. Almost 85% 
of residents frequently participate in walking and trail 
sports, while over 62% bicycle on a regular basis. Over 
78% of the survey respondents indicated that they travel 
to regional recreation facilities, with over 90 residents 
noting that they do so to utilize hiking and biking trails. 
64% of residents walk and almost 49% of residents bike 
to local parks. 73% use the Lakes Community Trail for 
exercise or recreation, while 56% use the Vita Trail and 
51% use the United Communities Walkway system. Over 
79% indicated that they would like to see the Wolverine 
Lake sidewalk and trail network expanded. Extending 
a route along South Commerce Road was explicitly 
mentioned by 34 residents, making it by far the most 
frequently mentioned topic. It would be great to have an area to allow all 

residents of the community access to the lake, 
think rent a kayak or row boat for the day 
like Kensington but residents only, and their 
guests. Maybe paddle boards too. Where I grew 
up we had 1 beach that was designated for the 
community and it offered swimming lessons in 
the lake up to lifesaving measures, teen nights 
for parties, movies in the park, (we saw jaws 
while sitting in the inner tube on the lake) etc

A paved walk/bike path around the lake, 
currently we can get around about 75% of 
the lake but there’s no way to get down South 
Commerce to reconnect to the trails.

I’d like to see a path down to airline trail along 
Ladd and Benstein.

Would love to participate in more community 
programming but it doesn’t always work in our 
schedule. Love everything you off er for our 
small community.

While not owned by the Village, the DNR boat launch 
serves as a valuable access point for residents who do not 
live directly on Wolverine Lake. Roughly 75% of residents 
use the facility at least once per year, and are satisfied 
with the facilities (81% satisfaction rate). Lake access in 
general was brought up by 7 different residents, making 
it the third most mentioned item. Undeveloped lakefront 
parcels are very scarce, and it is highly unlikely that any 
developable parcels would ever be reverted to public 
use. Any village-owned property along the lake should 
be preserved and improved where possible to allow 
residents access to this critical community resource.

Compared to park/trail maintenance and development, 
recreation programming was not as high a priority for 
survey participants. While the Corn Roast (68%), Tiki Night 
(83%), and fireworks (91%) saw high participation rates, 
all of the remaining programs had rates at 50% or lower. 
Only 39% of residents thought programming should be 
expanded. Of the programs suggested by residents, arts 
& craft fairs, festivals or concerts in the park, and fitness 
and yoga programs were the most frequently mentioned. 
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Chapter 5: Recreation Inventory
Residents of the Village of Wolverine Lake are able to take 
advantage of a variety of recreational resources at local 
and regional levels. There are a host of township and 
city-owned parks and schools, as well as privately-owned 
recreational facilities located in or near Wolverine Lake. 
This section describes these recreational opportunities. 
The information contained in the following pages 
was compiled from local community recreation plans, 
community websites, aerial photographs, and a field 
survey.

Map 2. Wolverine Lake Existing Recreation Facilities

Wolverine Lake Parks and Open Spaces

The Village of Wolverine Lake currently operates 
three parks, a boat launch, and a portion of the Lakes 
Community Trail that total 32.1 acres of land. Map 2 
depicts the location of these parks as well as the private 
open space and common areas that are located within 
subdivisions.
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Clara Miller Park consists of 13 parcels forming a roughly 
¾ mile long arc between Benstein Road and Glengary 
Road to the northeast. Clara Miller is intersected by four 
local roads; Brisbane, Woodlawn, Roselawn, and Terry 
streets all cross through the park’s center section. This 
community park was named in honor of Clara Miller, 
who was the Chairman of the first Parks and Recreation 
Board in 1966. After leasing the park land for several 
years, the Village purchased it in 1979 from the Huron-
Clinton Metropolitan Authority using federal community 
development block grant (CDBG) funds.

The Lakes Community Trail runs the length of the park 
and forms a connection between Commerce Township’s 
Hickory Glen and Maple Glen Parks (see Figure 7 on page 
36). A further description of the Trail can be found on 
page 33.

The Village developed a park master plan for Clara Miller 
in 2017. Among the recommendations of the plan are the 
following improvements: 

• Addition of a new concession stand / bathroom / 
storage shelter;

• New playground equipment;
• A BMX bicycle course;
• A natural play area;
• Additional picnic shelters;
• A Veteran’s Memorial in the eastern half of the site 

near Glengary Road;
• Reconfiguration of Wakito Street to create 

continuous open space between Roselawn and 
Terry Streets; and

• New stormwater features, landscaping, and tree 
plantings throughout the park.

The Village completed work on the Veterans’ Memorial 
and improvements to restroom facilities in 2020, and 
has started fundraising for development on upgrades to 
playground equipment. A copy of the plan is included in 
appendix H.
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CLARA MILLER PARK

A: Two basketball courts
B: Two half basketball courts
C: In-line hockey rink
D: Ball fields
E: Sand volleyball court
F: Multi-use / soccer field
G: Three picnic pavilions
H: Restrooms/Concession/Storage

I: Play structures
J: Horseshoe pits
K: Two tennis courts with striping 

for pickleball
L: Demonstration garden
M: Multi-use pathway                  

(Lakes Community Trail)
N: Vita trail (see page 30)

O: Exercise station (see page 30)
P: Veteran’s Memorial
Q: Parking
R: Section of Wakito removed & 

reconfigured as open space. New 
parking lot immediately west of 
Roselawn near tennis courts

28.7 acre community park
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Figure 1. Clara Miller Park
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Technically a section of Clara Miller Park, the Vita Trail is 
a nearly seven acre area named after the Vita Course it 
contains. The park has a series of exercise stations giving 
users opportunities for a variety of fitness activities. The 
crushed asphalt Vita Trail forms a roughly 1,800 foot (0.35 
mile) loop and runs through one of the largest remaining 
wooded areas in the Village. The Lakes Community Trail 
connects at the northeastern corner and continues 
south and west through Clara Miller Park, forming a link 
between Glengary and Benstein Roads.

Figure 2. Vita Trail (Clara Miller Park)
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VITA TRAIL (CLARA MILLER PARK)

A: Exercise stations
B: Vita Trail

C: Multi-use trail                             
(Lakes Community Trail)

D: Parking lot
E: Picnic Tables
F: Future Veteran’s Memorial
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Oak Island Park is a small pocket park located on Oak 
Island Drive in the northeastern corner of the Village. The 
park is bordered by residential lots and is maintained as 
an open space.  A new seating area, picnic Tables, and 
parking area have been added since completion of the 
previous recreation plan.

Figure 3. Oak Island Park Figure 4. Wolverine Lake DNR Access Site

Located on the northeast part of Wolverine Lake, the 
Wolverine Lake access site is owned and operated by they 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR). The 
facility provides lake access and opportunities for fishing, 
and is situated directly behind Village Hall. 
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OAK ISLAND PARK WOLVERINE LAKE DNR ACCESS SITE

A: Benches
B: Parking
C: Picnic Tables

A: Boat launch
B: Bench

0.45 acre pocket park 2.62-acre MDNR-owned regional amenity

C: Restroom
D: Parking
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Figure 5. Amenia Park
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Village of Wolverine Lake
Amenia Park

Wolverine Lake’s newest park, Amenia is a small pocket 
park located on Amenia Street on the south side of the 
Village. The park was constructed in 2017 and is includes 
a small play structure, a picnic Table, a little library, 
balance logs, and a three space parking lot.

AMENIA PARK

A: Balance and climbing equipment
B: Play structure

C: Parking
D: Little library

E: Picnic Table

0.28-acre pocket park
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Lakes Community Trail

The non-motorized pathway is owned by the Village 
of Wolverine Lake, the City of Wixom, and Commerce 
Township. The portion owned by Wolverine Lake 
includes 14.91 acres and runs from Glengary Road 
to Clara Miller Park. The overall trail runs for a total 
of four miles from Richardson Park in Commerce 
Township through the Village, and ends at Gilbert 
Willis Park in the City of Wixom.

Facilities of the Lakes Community Trail include:

• Four miles of paved pathway, eight feet wide;
• Access and connections to and from:
• Richardson, Hickory Glen, and Maple
• Glen Parks, Commerce Township;
• Glengary Road;
• Clara Miller Park;
• Hickory Hill Golf and Country Club, and
• Gilbert Willis Park, City of Wixom; and
• Proud Lake Recreation Area.

Subdivision Parks and Common Areas

Private, subdivision common areas provide valuable 
passive recreation resources for subdivision residents. 
These areas range in size from less than one-half acre to 5 
acres, totaling about 28 acres. Subdivision parks typically 
consist of grassy areas with trees, benches, playground 
equipment and pathways. Some subdivisions parks also 
provide access to Wolverine Lake. 

United Neighborhood Walkways 

In an effort to expand pedestrian access throughout the 
Village, the United Neighborhoods subcommittee was 
established in 1999. Its mission is to create walkable 
recreation paths in and around Wolverine Lake. The effort 
grew out of the need for safe passage by foot or bike 
from one neighborhood to another. The proposed 5,290-
foot walkway system was developed with public input in 
2001.

Segments of the walkway that have been paved/
constructed include:

• Paved shoulders along Lakeview, Delmonte, 
Darnell, Connecticut, and Benstein.

• Six-foot wide Benstein bridge boardwalk, which 
runs along Benstein from McCoy to Delmonte 
for approximately 1,800 feet. The boardwalk 
connects the northern and southern portions of 
the Village. It was completed in 2006 through a 
partial grant from the Michigan Department of 
Transportation. 

• Paved shoulders along Wolverine Drive, Penny 
Lake Road, and S. Commerce Road.

• Paved shoulder and pedestrian bridge over dam 
along Glengary, completed in 2008.

• Pedestrian path along S. Commerce Road to W. 
Oakley Park Road.

• Pedestrian path along Glengary Road between 
S. Commerce and the Vita Trail (just west of Los 
Angeles Dr.)

As additional roadways are paved, the shoulder will also 
be paved providing room for pedestrians to walk or 
bike. A map of the completed and proposed walkway 
segments is provided on page 34.
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Figure 6. United Neighborhood Walkways & Lakes Community Trail
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Neighboring Community Recreation Facilities

In addition to the Village parks and open spaces, there are facilities provided by Commerce Township, the City of 
Walled Lake and the City of Wixom which offer recreation opportunities to the residents of Wolverine Lake. The nearby 
facilities are briefly described below and Figure 7 depicts their location.

Commerce Township Parks

• Bicentennial Park. This community park is 
centrally located on Fisher Avenue. It is a 10-acre 
park offering two volleyball courts, one basketball 
court, a soccer field, two play structures, a picnic 
shelter and picnic areas.

• Byers Homestead Park. This park is located on 
Commerce Road across from Mill Race Park, south 
of the historic village. This 2.5 acre farm was 
settled in 1825 and includes a farm house and 
barn with country store. It is also adjacent to the 
Huron River which allows visitors to view wildlife.

• Dodge Park. This 113-acre park is an old state 
park acquired by Commerce Township in the 
1990s. The wooded property includes volleyball 
and basketball courts, play equipment, soccer 
fields, a universally accessible playground, and an 
extensive system of nature trails.

• Hickory Glen Park. This 153-acre park is centrally 
located in the community. It currently features 
seven ball diamonds, a football field with 
concessions and restrooms, a play structure, a 
multi-use paved pathway and mountain-bike 
trails.

• Robert H. Long Nature Park. This park includes 
117.5 acres surrounding Berry Lake and is located 
on Fourteen Mile Road. It includes a picnic shelter, 
play equipment, and a handicapped accessible 
limestone trail encircling Berry Lake.

• Maple Glen Park. This 115-acre park is located in 
the west part of the Township and includes eight 
ball diamonds, seven softball fields, concessions 
and restrooms, two play structures and a multi-
use paved pathway.

• Mill Race Park. A eight-acre park in historic 
Commerce Village, which was the site of a 
former grist mill. The site is on the state register 
of historic places and includes a picnic area and 
hiking trails.

• Richardson Community Center and Park. This 
78-acre park is adjacent to Reed Lake. Facilities 
include a soccer field, volleyball court, a play 
structure and playground equipment, nature 
trails, cross country ski trails, passive recreation 
areas and a 4,200 square foot community center 
building.

• Snowy Ridge Park. A 3.5-acre park on the west 
side of Welch Road, this facility featuers the area’s 
only sled hill.

• Victory Park. The 334-acre property was acquired 
from the MDNR in 2012. The former missile base 
was renamed Victory Park and contains natural 
areas and trails. Future plans include more active 
uses including a splash pad, a dog park, and more 
sports fields.

• Wise Woods. Located north of Victory Park, 
the 267-acre property focuses on passive-use 
activities, and features trails and natural areas.

City of Walled Lake Parks

• Marshall-Taylor Park. This 3-acre park is located 
on West Maple Road. The park features a picnic 
area, two play structures, play equipment and 
walkways.

• Mercer Beach. This 0.8-acre park located on 
Walled Lake includes a beach, walkways, and 
picnic areas.

• Pratt Park & Veterans’ Memorial Park. This 0.25-
acre park is located next to the Walled Lake City 
Hall and library. It contains the city’s Veteran’s 
monument and a small play structure.

• Riley Park. This one-acre property is located on 
Pontiac Trail and includes a baseball/softball 
field with a gazebo, picnic area, and two play 
structures.

• Hiram Sims Memorial Park. This 15-acre 
community park is located east of the Village of 
Wolverine Lake and includes three basketball 
courts, a tennis court, sand volleyball, picnic 
shelter and area, play equipment, portable 
restroom facilities, ponds and trails.
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Commerce Township Parks
10.  Bicentennial Park
11. Byers Homestead Park
12. Dodge Park
13. Hickory Glen Park
14. Long Nature Park
15.  Maple Glen Park
16. Mill Race Park
17. Richardson Park / Community Center
18. Wise Woods
19. Victory Park
20. Snowy Ridge Park

Walled Lake Parks
21.  Hiram Sims Memorial Park
22. Marshall Taylor Park
23. Mercer Beach
24. Pratt Park
25. Riley Park
26.  Municipal Center & Library

Wixom Parks
27.  Gibson Historical Park
28. Gilbert C. Willis Park
29. Gunnar Mettala Park
30. Sibley Square
31. Mack Park
32. Village Center / Gateway Park
33. Wixom Civic Center
34. Wixom Habitat
35. Wixom Road Pocket Park

Public School Facilities
36.  Commerce Elementary
37. Country Oaks Elementary
38. Geisler Middle
39. Glengary Elementary

Public School Facilities (cont.)
40. Mary Helen Guest Elementary
41. Oakley Park Elementary
42. Oak Valley Middle
43. Smart Middle
44. Walled Lake Elementary
45. Walled Lake Central High
46. Walled Lake Northern High
47. Walled Lake Western High
48. Walled Lake Outdoor Education Center
49. Sarah Banks Middle
50. Loon Lake Elementary
51. Wixom Elementary

Other Recreational Facilities
52.  Bay Pointe Golf Club
53. Beacon Hill Country Club
54. Birmingham Gun Club
55. Commerce Commons
56. Detroit Gun Club
57. Edgewood Country Club
58. Fox Lake Park
59. Multi-Lakes Conservation Club
60. Union Lake Golf Club
61. DNR Boat Launch
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Figure 7. Neighboring Local Parks
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City of Wixom Parks

• Civic Center Park. 14-acre Wixom Civic Center 
Park in the heart of the downtown contains the 
City Offices, Police Department, Public Library, 
Parks & Recreation and the Community Center. 
The Community Center provides activities for 
Adults 50+ and community classes. The Center 
hosts a variety of community events and is also 
available to rent for special engagements to 
include business meetings, weddings, showers, 
etc. Outdoor recreational facilities include a play 
structure, basketball, picnic Tables and a plaza 
with a jetted fountain.

• Gibson Historical Park. The 6-acre historic site 
was acquired in 1995. The site hosts recreational 
opportunities while preserving a relic from 
Wixom’s past. The park includes a farmhouse 
built in 1872. Upgrades to the property have 
transformed it to a multipurpose facility that host 
senior citizen and teen activities. Features include 
a community garden, horseshoe pits, benches & 
picnic Tables, multi-purpose field and a pathway 
connection to Lyon Oaks Park.

• Gilbert C. Willis Park. This 46-acre park is located 
on Loon Lake Road, west of the Village of 
Wolverine Lake. The park features wooded areas, 
rolling hills and open space with a variety of 
activities including athletic fields and courts, a 
picnic shelter, picnic area, a tot lot, restrooms, 
horseshoe pits, in-line skate court, sledding hill, 
tennis court, youth baseball field, nature trails 
and a fitness trail.

• Gunnar Mettala Park. This 65-acre park is located 
on Wixom’s east side on West Maple Road. The 
park offers open space, wooded areas and a 
variety of activities including soccer and baseball 
fields, tennis, basketball, in-line skate courts, a 
sand volleyball court, restrooms, a picnic shelter, 
picnic area, playground equipment, paved 
walkways, nature study and jogging trails.

• Mack Park. A 0.2-acre park located in the Village 
Center Area, Mack Park includes a landscaped 
plaza, gazebo, benches, and a drinking fountain.

• Sibley Square. Located across from Civic Center 
Park, this 0.5-acre facility includes a large lawn 
and the Performing Arts Pavilion. The park hosts 
several special events and concerts.

• Village Center Area Gateway Park. A 0.12-acre 
park which introduces people to the Village 
Center area. It includes a decorative sign, lighting, 
and landscaping.

• Wixom Habitat. Wixom Habitat is a 292-acre 
nature preserve located in the north of Wixom. 
It contains unique natural features, and plant 
and animal habitats. The site’s water bodies 
and wetlands provide natural stormwater 
management, including pollutant filtration and 
stormwater and flood retention. The Wixom 
wastewater treatment facility is located on the 
site. The site includes 800 feet of boardwalks 
and 2,685 feet of unpaved trails connected to 
the citywide bike path. Interpretive signs and a 
viewing platform allow visitors to learn about 
their surroundings. 

• Wixom Road Pocket Park. A largely undeveloped 
0.4-acre lot, this pocket park offers open space 
and benches to visitors.
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School Facilities

Although no schools are located within Wolverine Lake’s 
boundaries, the public school grounds near the Village 
provide valuable recreation opportunities for residents. 
Private and parochial schools also offer some recreation 
opportunities. The use of school property and facilities, 
however, offers limited public access and is dependent on 
each individual school’s policies.

The Walled Lake Consolidated School District includes six 
elementary schools, two middle schools, and three high 
schools near Wolverine Lake. The elementary schools 
offer playgrounds, ball fields, soccer fields and indoor 
gymnasiums while the middle and high schools include 
recreation facilities that are typical of a large public 
school such as tennis courts, running track, indoor pool, 
indoor gymnasium, and football, baseball and soccer 
fields. Figure 7 on page 36 depicts the location of the 
nearby schools. They are:

• Commerce Elementary, 28 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Glengary Elementary, 37 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Mary Helen Guest Elementary, 8 acres, located in 
the City of Walled Lake;

• Loon Lake Elementary, 13 acres, located in the 
City of Wixom;

• Oakley Park Elementary, 19 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Walled Lake Elementary, 10 acres, located in the 
City of Walled Lake;

• Wixom Elementary, 10 acres, located in the City of 
Wixom;

• Sarah Banks Middle School, 40 acres, located in 
the City of Wixom;

• Geisler Middle School/Western High School, 149 
acres, located in the City of Wixom; and

• Walled Lake Central High School, 44 acres, located 
adjacent to the Village’s boundaries in Commerce 
Township.

• Walled Lake Northern High School, 87 acres, 
located in Commerce Township.

The Walled Lake Consolidated School District also 
provides an active community education program as 
well as an outdoor education center which offers a 
variety of recreation programs for residents. These 
facilities are:

• Walled Lake Community Education Center, 
located on Pontiac Trail in the City of Walled Lake; 
and

• Walled Lake Community Outdoor Education 
Center, 11 acres, located on Sleeth Road, adjacent 
to Proud Lake Recreation Area.

The nearby private schools provide some limited 
recreation facilities which are only available to their 
students. They include:

• St Matthew Lutheran School, about 9 acres, 
located in the City of Walled Lake;

• St William School, located in the City of Walled 
Lake; and

• Wixom Christian School, 23 acres, located in the 
City of Wixom.
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Private Recreation Facilities

In contrast to municipal or school facilities, commercial 
private recreation resources are often designed to serve 
customers from around the area. Some of the commercial 
recreation facilities located near Wolverine Lake are 
described and listed below.

Campgrounds: 

• The Detroit Finnish Summer Camp Association 
was established in 1925 on 68 acres of land on 
Loon and Sun Lakes, southwest of the Village 
in Wixom. The site contains small cabins, a 
clubhouse, and other recreation facilities, 
including a boat dock, canoes, covered picnic 
area, basketball court, softball field, playground 
equipment, lighted horseshoe court and beach.

Golf courses:

• Bay Pointe Golf Club, 105 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Beacon Hill Golf Club, 120 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Edgewood Country Club, 107 acres, located in 
Commerce Township;

• Hickory Hills Golf Club, a 9-hole course that 
contains 53 acres in the northeastern corner of 
the City of Wixom;

• Union Lake Golf Club, 100 acres, located in 
Commerce Township.

Other Facilities:

• Novi Oaks Golf and Sport Center is a sports 
complex, containing a driving range, batting 
cage, and putting green, located east of the City 
of Wixom on Twelve Mile Road;

• Total Sports Complex is located on Wixom Road 
and features indoor baseball and soccer fields, a 
roller hockey rink, batting cages, pitching tunnels, 
and fitness training facility;

• Multi Lakes Conservation Club, 154 acres, located 
in Commerce Township;

• Birmingham Gun Club, 50 acres, located in 
Commerce Township; and

• Detroit Gun Club, 60 acres, located in Commerce 
Township.

Detroit Finnish Camp Total Sports Complex in Wixom
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Recreation Services And Programs

The Village of Wolverine Lake and the Park and Recreation 
Board sponsor several special events throughout the year. 
These events include:

• Tiki night and fireworks;
• Fishing Tournament;
• Corn Roast Festival;
• Bus trips;
• Tuesdays in the Park;
• Snacks with Santa; and
• Bunny Luncheon

Adjacent communities also offer a variety of special 
events and programs to the residents of the area. Some 
of these programs are organized by private youth sports 
organizations and others are offered by Commerce 
Township for seniors at the Richardson Senior Center.

The Lakes Area Youth Soccer plays at Bicentennial Park in 
Commerce Township and at other school facilities in the 
area. There are approximately 600 boys and girls between 
the ages of 5 and 17 years of age who participate each 
year.

The Suburban Youth Football Conference is an 
organization of the Detroit Metropolitan area extending 
from Southfield to Lapeer and Rochester to Commerce 
Township. The Commerce Township area has three 
teams: Hawks, Gators and Braves that play in the fall. 
Hickory Glen Park and Walled Lake Middle School are the 
locations for play.

Commerce Little League plays at Maple Glen Park and 
includes 700 children between the ages of 5 and 16 
years old. The Interlakes Girls Softball League also plays 
at Maple Glen Park and includes approximately 600 girls 
between the ages of 5 and 17 years old.

Senior programs are run at the Ralph Richardson Center 
in Commerce Township. The Center offers a variety 
of programs and activities for seniors such as bingo, 
bowling, crafts, a ladies group, exercise classes, cookouts, 
lunches, picnics and trips. The Center also provides meals 
on the premises or for take out. The meal program is 
part of the Mercy Services for Aging Seniors Nutrition 
Program. Transportation services to the center, medical 
appointments, shopping, banks and other locations are 
also provided in conjunction with the Village of Wolverine 
Lake and White Lake Township.

Wolverine Lake Corn Roast Tiki Night
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REGIONAL RECREATION FACILITIES

While the Village parks include 30.61 acres of parkland, 
there are more than 1,400 acres of parkland owned by 
Oakland County Parks, 6,600 acres of parkland owned 
by the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA), 
and 19,000 acres of state-owned recreational facilities 
within an hour drive of Wolverine Lake. These facilities 
are considered regional recreational facilities. Regional 
parks are large facilities that provide opportunities such 
as camping, swimming, boating, hiking and golfing which 
are typically beyond the ability of a local municipality 
to provide. Map 3 on page 43 and Table 12 on page 
44 depict the location of these regional parks and 
recreational facilities and the amenities they offer. A 
description of selected facilities follows.

Oakland County Parks

GLEN OAKS

Glen Oaks includes 125 acres of parkland primarily used 
as a golf course and banquet facility. During the winter, 
the golf course is used for cross-country skiing. Activities 
and facilities include:

• 18-hole par 70 course with challenging par 3 
holes crossing streams and rolling terrain;

• Pro-shop and club room;
• 1920s English-style stone clubhouse designated 

as a historic building; and
• Formal garden for outdoor weddings, banquets 

and golf outings.

LYON OAKS

With 1,024 acres of parkland, Lyon Oaks preserves more 
than 800 acres of environmentally sensitive wetlands. 
It features a nature center, dog park and a golf course. 
Other amenities include:

• 13-acre, fenced dog park with water and picnic 
shelter;

• Day-use area with 3.6 miles of hiking trails, a 
picnic shelter, playground and athletic fields;

• Nature center with exhibits, programs for the 
public, scouts and school groups;

• Seasonal archery deer hunting;
• Arthur Hills-designed 18-hole golf course and 

driving range; and
• Banquet and meeting facilities.

Image Source: Wikipedia

Image Source: Michigan.org

Image Source: Michigan.org

Image Source: Michigan.org

GLEN OAKS

LYON OAKS
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State & Federal Park/Rec Areas
1. Bald Mountain Rec. Area
2. Belle Isle State Park
3. Brighton Rec. Area
4. Dodge #4 State Park
5. Highland Rec. Area
6. Holly Rec. Area
7. Island Lake Rec. Area
8. Maybury Rec. Area
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12. Pontiac Lake Rec. Area
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Table 12. Regional Recreation Facilities
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1 MDNR Bald Mountain Rec. 
Area 4,637 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

2 MDNR Belle Isle State Park 982 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

3 MDNR Brighton Rec. Area 4,947 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4 MDNR Dodge #4 State Park 139 • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

5 MDNR Highland Rec. Area 5,900 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

6 MDNR Holly Rec. Area 8,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

7 MDNR Island Lake Rec. 
Area 4,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

8 MDNR Maybury Rec. Area 1,000 • • • • • •

9 MDNR Metamora-Hadley 
Rec. Area 723 • • • • • • • •

10 MDNR Ortonville Rec. Area 5,340 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

11 MDNR Pinckney Rec. Area 11,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

12 MDNR Pontiac Lake Rec. 
Area 3,745 • • • • • • •

13 MDNR Proud Lake Rec. 
Area 4,700 • • • • •

14 MDNR Seven Lakes State 
Park 1,434 • • • •

15 MDNR Sterling State Park 1,300 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

16 MDNR Waterloo Rec. Area 20,500 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

17 MDNR William G. Milliken 
State Park 31 • • • • •

Ke
y Trail Name 

(* = part of Iron Belle Trail) Location Distance

60 Border-to-Border* Washtenaw Cty 40+ miles

61 Clinton River Trail* Oakland Cty 16 miles

62 Downriver Linked Greenway Wayne Cty 75+ miles

63 Freedom Metro Trail* Macomb Cty 19.3 miles

64 Hines Park Trail Wayne Cty 17.5 miles

65 Huron Valley Trail Wayne Cty 25 miles

66 I-275 Metro Trail Wayne Cty 35 miles

67 Lakes Community Trail Oakland Cty 8.9 miles

Ke
y Trail Name 

(* = part of Iron Belle Trail) Location Distance

68 Macomb Orchard Trail* Macomb Cty 23 miles

69 M. Levine Lakelands Trail Livingston Cty 34 miles

70 Michigan Airline Trail Oakland Cty 7.8 miles

71 Paint Creek Trail Oakland Cty 8.9 miles

72 Polly Ann Trail Oakland Cty 14.2 miles

73 River Raisin Heritage Trail* Wayne Cty 8 miles

74 West Bloomfield Trail Oakland Cty 6.8 miles

Table 13. Regional Non-motorized Trail Facilities
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1 MDNR Bald Mountain Rec. 
Area 4,637 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

2 MDNR Belle Isle State Park 982 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

3 MDNR Brighton Rec. Area 4,947 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

4 MDNR Dodge #4 State Park 139 • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

5 MDNR Highland Rec. Area 5,900 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

6 MDNR Holly Rec. Area 8,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

7 MDNR Island Lake Rec. 
Area 4,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

8 MDNR Maybury Rec. Area 1,000 • • • • • •

9 MDNR Metamora-Hadley 
Rec. Area 723 • • • • • • • •

10 MDNR Ortonville Rec. Area 5,340 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

11 MDNR Pinckney Rec. Area 11,000 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

12 MDNR Pontiac Lake Rec. 
Area 3,745 • • • • • • •

13 MDNR Proud Lake Rec. 
Area 4,700 • • • • •

14 MDNR Seven Lakes State 
Park 1,434 • • • •

15 MDNR Sterling State Park 1,300 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

16 MDNR Waterloo Rec. Area 20,500 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

17 MDNR William G. Milliken 
State Park 31 • • • • •

Ke
y

Water Trails Location Distance

80 Clinton River Oakland and Macomb Counties 81.5 miles

81 Detroit Heritage Trail Wayne County (Belle Isle, Rouge River, Huron River, and Lower Detroit River) 33 miles

82 Huron River Livingston, Oakland, Washtenaw, and Wayne Counties 104 miles

83 Lake St. Clair Coastal St. Clair County / Lake St. Clair 33+ miles

84 Monroe County / River Raisin / Lake Erie Monroe County (six segments) 11+ miles

85 Rouge River Wayne County (four segments) 14.4

86 Shiawassee River Oakland, Saginaw, and Shiawassee Counties 85.3

87 Flint River Genesee, Oakland, and Saginaw Counties 104

Table 14. Major Water Trails
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20 HCMA Delhi 81 • • • • • • • • • • • • •

21 HCMA Dexter-Huron 122 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
22 HCMA Hudson Mills 1,549 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
23 HCMA Huron Meadows 1,540 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
24 HCMA Indian Springs 2,547 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
25 HCMA Kensington 4,543 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
26 HCMA Lake Erie 1,607 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
27 HCMA Lake St Clair 770 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
28 HCMA Lower Huron 1,258 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Y • •

29 HCMA Oakwoods 1,756 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

30 HCMA Stony Creek 4,461 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
31 HCMA Willow 1,531 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
32 HCMA Wolcott Mill 2,625 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

40 OC Addison Oaks 1,140 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
41 OC Catalpa Oaks 24 • • • • • • • • • •

42 OC Farmers Market 3 •
43 OC Glen Oaks 122 • • • •

44 OC Groveland Oaks 361 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
45 OC Highland Oaks 302 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

46 OC Independence Oaks 1,286 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
47 OC Lyon Oaks 1,041 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

48 OC Orion Oaks 916 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

49 OC Red Oaks 163 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
50 OC Rose Oaks 640 • • • • • • • • • • • • •
51 OC Springfield Oaks 333 • • • • • • • • • •

52 OC Waterford Oaks 199 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •
53 OC White Lake Oaks 195 • • • • •

Table 12. Regional Recreation Facilities (cont.)
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WATERFORD OAKS

With 145 acres of parkland, Waterford Oaks serves as 
the administrative headquarters for the Oakland County 
park system. The park is located northwest of the City 
of Pontiac. It features a water park and a BMX track and 
The Fridge, a refrigerated toboggan run. Activities and 
facilities include:

• Bicycle motocross track;
• Court games complex with platform tennis, sand 

volleyball and children’s play equipment;
• Four miles of hiking trails, including 1.5 miles of 

paved trails;
• Activity Center for classes including dog 

obedience, aerobics and more;
• Picnic shelters and Lookout Lodge available for 

group rentals;
• Water park with dual-flume water slide and wave 

pool with barrier-free access;
• The Big Bucket children’s water playground 

featuring a giant tipping bucket, waterfalls and 
sprays;

• Ragin’ Rapids, a raft ride carrying riders 515 feet 
through drops and turns and ending in a three-
foot deep splash-down pool; and

• Swim lessons for all ages and abilities.

WHITE LAKE OAKS. 

This 195-acre park primarily contains an 18-hole golf 
course facility with cross-country skiing during the winter. 
Activities and facilities include:

• 18-hole, par 70 course;
• A clubhouse featuring a pro shop, club room, 

garden patio, outdoor wedding area and banquet 
facilities; and

• Hosts the annual Warren Orlick inclusive golf 
outing.

Image Source: Twitter

Image Source: C&G Newspapers

Image Source: Golfadvisor.com

Image Source: Michigan.org

WATERFORD OAKS

WHITE LAKE OAKS
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Huron Clinton Metropolitan Authority Parks

INDIAN SPRINGS METROPARK. 

Located in the northwest part of the County, Indian 
Springs Metropark encompasses 2,215 acres of 
parkland at the headwaters of the Huron River. Much 
of the park is dedicated to the preservation and 
interpretation of the natural environment. Activities 
and facilities include:

• An 18-hole, par-71 regulation golf course with 
driving range;

• A nature center;
• An environmental Discovery Center;
• Nature interpretation and birding;
• Twelve miles of groomed cross-country trails;
• Eight miles of paved hike-bike trail;
• Picnic shelters;
• Sledding hill;
• Spray ‘n’ play park; and
• Playscape.

Image Source: Huron Clinton Metroparks

Image Source: Huron Clinton Metroparks

INDIAN SPRINGS METROPARK

Image Source: Reynolds Polymer
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KENSINGTON METROPARK. 

Kensington Metropark is a 4,481-acre HCMA recreational 
facility spanning Livingston and Oakland counties. Its 
wooded, hilly terrain surrounds Kent Lake. The park 
features beaches, a nature study area with nature center 
and trails, a farm learning center, a paved trail and a golf 
course. The park includes the following:

• Two beaches with concessions;
• Two boat launches with docking facilities and 

boat tours on the Island Queen Sternwheeler;
• Paddleboat and rowboat rentals;
• Overnight canoe campsites;
• Shore fishing;
• Organized youth group campsite;
• 18-hole par 71 golf course;
• Disc golf;
• A farm center with animals, barns and hayrides/

sleigh rides;
• Ten miles of marked equestrian trails;
• A nature center and nature trails;
• Eight miles of paved hiking/biking trails, Ten miles 

of hiking trails and a fitness trail; and
• Cross-country skiing, equipment rentals, 

ice skating, heated lodge with fireplace and 
concession, tobogganing and sledding.

Image Source: Huron Clinton Metroparks

Image Source: Huron Clinton Metroparks

KENSINGTON METROPARK

Image Source: Huron Clinton Metroparks
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Image Source: Michigan.org

Image Source: YouTube

HIGHLAND RECREATION AREA

State Parks and Recreation Areas

HIGHLAND RECREATION AREA

This recreation area offers 5,900 acres of forest, marshes 
and lakes in the rolling hills of White Lake Township. The 
park contains trails to accommodate equestrian riders, 
mountain bikers, hikers and skiers. Three different day-use 
areas provide space for picnics, swimming, horseshoes 
or volleyball. Access sites are located on four lakes within 
the park for fishing and boating. Highland includes the 
following activities and facilities:

• 30 rustic campsites, a horseman’s camp, an 
organization camp and cabins;

• Picnic area;
• Playgrounds;
• Beach house;
• Boat launch;
• 17 miles of nature trails and cross-country skiing;
• 16 miles of mountain biking trails; and
• 12 miles of equestrian trails.

Image Source: Friends of Highland Recreation Area
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ISLAND LAKE RECREATION AREA

This recreation area comprises 4,000 acres in Livingston 
County and Oakland County. The terrain is a mixture of 
open brush land, mature hardwood forest, with some 
pockets of open meadows. Island Lake includes the 
following activities and facilities:

• Parking areas;
• Five picnic shelters;
• A beach at Spring Mill Pond with concessions, 

toilets, playground and volleyball;
• Soccer, baseball/softball and horseshoe pits;
• Over 14 miles of trails for hiking or biking and 

four miles of paved trail;
• A shooting range including skeet, trap, and 

sporting clays;
• A balloon port;
• 3,000 acres open to hunting;
• Two rustic cabins;
• Canoe rental;
• Rowboat and paddleboat rental; and
• Snowmobiling in designated areas, cross-country, 

skiing, snowshoeing and ice fishing.

Image Source: Michigan.org

Image Source: Michigan.org

ISLAND LAKE RECREATION AREA

Image Source: YouTube
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Image Source: Wikipedia

Image Source: YouTube

MAYBURY STATE PARK

MAYBURY STATE PARK

This 944-acre park located in Northville contains gently 
rolling terrain, open meadow, mature forest, a variety 
of wildlife and wildflowers. Special emphasis is given to 
introducing people to the natural environment who may 
not otherwise have the opportunity to experience it. 
Facilities include picnic areas, playgrounds, living farm, 
visitor center, and a variety of equestrian, biking and 
walking trails. Maybury State Park includes the following 
activities and facilities:

• Parking areas;
• Five picnic shelters;
• A beach at Spring Mill Pond with concessions, 

toilets, playground and volleyball;
• Ten miles of cross-country skiing trails;
• Eleven miles of equestrian trails;
• Six miles of hiking trails;
• Five miles of mountain biking trails; and
• Four miles of bicycle trails.

Image Source: Dearborn Press & Guide
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PONTIAC LAKE RECREATION AREA

With 3,745 acres of rolling woodland terrain, the 
recreation area includes a mixture of marshes, ponds, 
heavy forests, old farm fields, river bottom and lakes 
that support a wide variety of animals and activities. 
Designated trails are available for horseback riding, hiking 
and mountain biking. Activities and facilities include:

• Camping including 176 modern campsites and 24 
equestrian sites;

• Swimming and beach houses;
• Playground equipment;
• Picnic shelters;
• Boat access site and launch;
• Shooting/archery range;
• Hunting;
• Fishing;
• 17 miles of equestrian trails; and
• 11 miles of cross country ski, mountain biking 

and hiking trails.

Image Source: State of Michigan

Image Source: Twitter

PONTIAC LAKE RECREATION AREA

Image Source: thedyrt.com
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PROUD LAKE RECREATION AREA 

With more than 4,700 acres, Proud Lake Recreation Area 
offers diverse and numerous recreational opportunities 
on the scenic Huron River. It is located northwest of 
Wolverine Lake with access from Glengary Road. More 
than 20 miles of trails cover several diverse habitats. It 
also offers the unique River Hawk Lodge. Activities and 
facilities include:

• 130 modern campsites, an organization camp, 
mini cabins, and tent rentals;

• Nine miles of equestrian and mountain biking 
trails;

• Six miles of hiking and cross-country skiing trails;
• Picnic areas and playgrounds,
• A beach house, and
• Boat launch.

Image Source: Flickr.com

Image Source: Catchfly Photography

PROUD LAKE RECREATION AREA

Image Source: Michigan.org
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ACCESSIBILITY ASSESSMENT

The Village of Wolverine Lake continues to work to 
bring all Village park facilities into compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Clara Miller 
Park has undergone improvements to allow for barrier 
free access to picnic areas, picnic Tables, restrooms and 
playground equipment. Improvements also include new 
accessible exercise equipment along the Vita Trail.

An assessment of the accessibility of each Village park to 
people with disabilities was conducted. This assessment 
considers the accessibility of both the facilities 
themselves as well as the access routes to them. The 
ranking system used to evaluate the parks range from 1 
to 5 with 1 being “none of the facilities meet accessibility 
guidelines” to 5, “the entire park was developed using the 
principles of universal design.” Results of the assessment 
are provided in Table 15.

The Village is committed to ensuring that all future parks 
projects adhere to accessibility standards.

Facility Rank Description

Amenia Park 2 The current play structure and picnic Table are not ADA compliant. Accessible pathways are 
not provided to the play structure and picnic Table. 

Clara Miller Park 3 Play equipment and other amenities are ADA compliant, accessible routes are not provided to 
all areas. 

Oak Island Park 2 The seating area and picnic Table are not ADA compliant, and no accessible routes are 
provided to the amenities.

DNR Access Point 2 Driveway is gravel; no accessible routes are provided.

Lakes Area Trail 4 Concrete/asphalt trail is flat and of appropriate dimensions. 

Vita Trail 3 Exercise equipment is considered accessible. The trail itself is a crushed aggregate surface, and 
is therefore not considered accessible. 

Table 15. Accessibility Assessment

STATUS OF GRANT ASSISTED PROJECTS 

The northern portion of the Village Lake Access Site was 
purchased from the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources (MDNR) to house the Village offices. However, 
Wolverine Lake has never been the recipient of MDNR 
grant funds for the acquisition or development of its 
open spaces or parks.
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Image Source: Wikipedia

Chapter 7: Administrative Structure
The administration of parks and recreation services in 
the Village of Wolverine Lake is the responsibility of the 
Village Council. To meet this responsibility, the Village has 
established a nine-member Park and Recreation Board 
(under PA 156, 1917), whose members are appointed 
by the Council. The Board is made up of residents 
and representatives from Council and the Planning 
Commission. The Village Administrator also serves as 
an ex-officio member of the Park and Recreation Board 
by reason of his/her position. An organizational chart 
showing the Village governmental structure is provided 
page 59.

The duties of the Park and Recreation Board, as defined 
by ordinance, include:

• To consider and study the reasonable needs of 
the Village in terms of recreational facilities and 
activities and provide the Village Council with 
recommendations and cost estimates on how to 
meet those needs.

• Provide recommendations regarding the use, 
maintenance, and improvement of Village 
recreational facilities and activities.

• Be responsible for planning, organizing, and 
operation of cultural, athletic, and recreational 
activities in the Village as approved by the Village 
Council.

Although the Village ordinance establishing the Park and 
Recreation Board also makes provisions for a park and 
recreation department, no such separate department 
currently exists.

Recreation facilities in the Village are maintained and 
operated by the Village’s Department of Public Works, 
which is under the direction of the Village Administrator.

Funding & Budget

The Village general fund budget for 2020 - 2021 contains 
some funding for maintenance and improvements to 
Village park and recreation facilities, as well as annual, 
community-wide events. Table 16 on page 58 provides 
a budget summary for the previous fiscal year as well as 
budget projections through 2024.
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Table 16. General Fund Budget Summary

REVENUES
YE 6-30-18 

(actual) FY 19 Budget
Proposed FY 

20
% of FY20 

Budget

Taxes & Penalties  $1,503,828  $1,591,300  $1,690,400 52.75%

Personal Property Taxes  $28,938  $28,000  $30,000 0.94%

State Shared Revenues  $367,397  $365,000  $398,000 12.42%

Commerce Rebate  $46,946  $49,000  $-   0.00%

Park & Recreation  $12,233  $11,900  $6,200 0.19%

Building Department  $246,627  $70,000  $75,000 2.34%

Solid Waste Fees  $307,004  $306,000  $317,000 9.89%

Equipment Rental  $58,608  $66,500  $66,500 2.08%

Interest Income  $38,050  $42,000  $40,000 1.25%

Cable Franchise Fees  $67,322  $67,000  $66,000 2.06%

Other Revenues  $143,182  $56,900  $68,400 2.13%

Appropriation of PYS  $-    $127,650  $447,220 13.96%

TOTALS  $2,820,135  $2,781,250  $3,204,720 100.00%

REVENUES
YE 6-30-18 

(actual) FY 19 Budget
Proposed FY 

20
% of FY20 

Budget

Police Department  $859,402  $919,900  $1,011,600 31.57%

General Services  $420,847  $438,420  $460,160 14.36%

Rubbish/Leaf Collection  $285,903  $295,000  $308,100 9.61%

DPW  $261,628  $251,570  $258,050 8.05%

Lake Improvement  $85,698  $162,650  $145,950 4.55%

Capital Expenditures  $255,290  $162,600  $430,200 13.42%

Park & Recreation  $101,341  $99,800  $94,500 2.95%

Building & Code Enforcement  $200,608  $98,700  $98,350 3.07%

Community Services  $18,826  $20,500  $20,700 0.65%

Village Complex  $33,864  $26,500  $31,500 0.98%

Water Management  $20,311  $18,700  $45,350 1.42%

Planning Commission  $4,862  $7,860  $6,360 0.20%

Legal Fees  $25,230  $26,000  $31,000 0.97%

Engineering  $4,795  $4,500  $4,500 0.14%

Transfer to Local Road Fund  $137,925  $233,050  $243,350 7.59%

Zoning Board  $3,663  $5,750  $5,450 0.17%

Council  $5,340  $5,500  $5,400 0.17%

Beautification  $4,170  $4,200  $4,200 0.13%

Addition to Surplus - - - 0.00%

TOTALS  $2,729,703  $2,781,250  $3,204,720 100.00%
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Volunteers & Partnerships

The Village maintains a relationship with the Walled 
Lake Consolidated School District to both coordinate 
recreation facilities, and work with students on various 
water quality monitoring and wetland plant management 
projects.

Other organizations operating in the Village that could be 
tapped to assist in recreation programs and/or facilities 
include:

• Rotary Club
• Optimist Club
• Lakes Area Youth Assistance
• Rebuilding Together

Figure 8. Organizational Chart

ADMINISTRATION BUILDING & PLANNING POLICE DEPARTMENT PUBLIC WORKS TREASURER

Paige Knutson - 
Administrative Assistant

Tabitha Linsenmeyer - 
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Tim Brandt - 
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Bill Bozynski - 
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Engineering Services

Carlisle/Wortman Assoc. - 
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John Ellsworth - 
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John Woychowski - 
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William O’Brien
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PARK & RECREATION BOARD

PLANNING COMMISSION

WATER MANAGEMENT BOARD

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS



60 - ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

Image Source: Mike Frasier - Google



61 - COMMUNITY BACKGROUND - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

Table of Contents
Executive Sum

m
ary

G
oals &

 O
bjectives

Action Plan
N

eeds A
ssessm

ent &
 

Public Participation
Recreation Inventory

Adm
inistrative 

Structure
Com

m
unity 

Background

Chapter 8: Community Background
REGIONAL SETTING

The Village of Wolverine Lake is located in Commerce 
Township, which is in the southwest quarter of Oakland 
County, Michigan. The Village is directly adjacent to the 
City of Walled Lake to the southeast, and close to the 
City of Wixom to the west. It is a residential community 
of approximately 1.7 square miles in size and was built 
around a 270-acre, all-sports lake that was created in 1923 
by construction of a dam. Originally, vacation cottages 
populated the shores of the lake. However, in 1954, 
the Village was incorporated and today has over 4,000 
residents. 

The Village sits approximately five miles north of I-96, the 
major east-west highway in the region. The major north-
south route near the Village is I-275. The Haggerty Road 
Connector (M5), starts at 13-Mile and ends at Pontiac Trail, 
where it becomes Martin Parkway. The parkway extends 
to a round-about at Oakley Park Road. These routes make 
the Village easily accessible to major markets and other 
residential areas.

Oakland County is located in the north-central area 
of the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) region. SEMCOG is the regional planning 
agency that conducts planning studies and maintains 
a comprehensive database of information about each 
community it serves. SEMCOG is utilized a data source 
for some of the population and land use related data 
included in this Plan.

The jurisdiction covered in this plan is the Village of 
Wolverine Lake. The plan talks about all aspects of 
recreation in the Village, and how the residents are served 
by local and regional recreation providers. In planning for 
the future recreation needs of the Village, it is essential to 
understand both the community of people to be served 
and the recreation resources which the community has 
to offer. This section of the Recreation Plan provides an 
overview of the population, and physical and recreation 
resources of the Village, with the goal of understanding 
the unique features and opportunities in the community.
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SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Following incorporation as a village, Wolverine Lake saw 
rapid growth, peaking at 4,968 residents in the 1980s. 
The following decades saw a slow but steady decline, 
dropping to 4,299 in 2020. According to SEMCOG 
projections, the Village’s population is projected to 
stabilize and experience modest growth by 2045.

This population trajectory mirrors those seen in other 
communities in Oakland County’s lakes region. In 
the case of Wolverine Lake, as the Village matured, 
residents tended to age in place, resulting in older and 
smaller households. Lack of available land for further 
development limits growth opportunities, with an 
end result of basically stagnant projected population 
levels. While lack of available land for development may 
continue to suppress growth, changes in demographics 
suggest growth may occur in the Village regardless.

Year Wolverine Lake Oakland County
State of 

Michigan

2010 42 40.2 38.9

2011 40.8 40.6 39.2

2012 43.4 40.7 39.3

2013 43.6 40.8 39.5

2014 43.9 40.9 39.5

2015 44.4 41 39.6

2016 43.2 41 39.6

2017 42.4 41 39.7

2018 42.3 41 39.8

Table 17. Median Age, Wolverine Lake & Region

Source: American Community Survey, 2010 - 2018

Community 1990 2000 2010
2020 (SEMCOG 

Projection)
Percent change 

2010 - 2020

Wolverine Lake  4,727  4,415  4,312  4,299 -0.3%

Commerce Township  22,156  30,349  35,874  39,548 12.1%

Novi  32,998  47,386  55,224  63,966 18.4%

Walled Lake  6,278  6,713  6,999  7,429 6.4%

West Bloomfield Twp  54,516  64,860  64,690  66,660 3.0%

Wixom  8,550  13,263  13,498  16,101 19.6%

Oakland County  1,083,592  1,194,156  1,202,362  1,261,941 5.0%

Southeast Michigan  4,590,468  4,833,368  4,704,809  4,768,427 1.3%

Table 18. Household Size, Wolverine Lake & Region

Source: US Census, SEMCOG

Community 2020 2045
% change 
2020-2045

Wolverine Lake  4,299  4,431 3.1%

Commerce Twp  39,548  42,023 6.3%

Novi  63,966  67,417 5.4%

Walled Lake  7,429  7,860 5.8%

West Bloomfield Twp  66,660  69,854 4.8%

Wixom  16,101  17,066 6.0%

Oakland County  1,261,941  1,319,089 4.5%

Southeast Michigan  4,768,427  5,104,922 7.1%

Table 19. Population Projections, Wolverine Lake Area

Source: US Census, SEMCOG
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Figure 10. Household Size Trends

Figure 11. Wolverine Lake Population Trends

Source: US Census, SEMCOG
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In contrast, the larger surrounding cities and townships 
still have developable property. All of Wolverine Lake’s 
neighbors are experiencing growth, with Commerce 
Township, Novi, and Wixom all seeing double digit 
growth between 2010 and 2020 (Table 20 on page 62), 
and the entire region projected to grow through 2045 
(Table 19 on page 62). Together with the change in 
population, this data reflects the national trend that 
each household contains fewer people than in the 
past. According to SEMCOG’s 2045 forecast, this trend is 
expected to continue.

In recent years, there is evidence that Wolverine Lake 
is trending towards becoming a younger community. 
The median age for Wolverine Lake residents has been 
dropping since peaking at 44.4 years in 2015. According 
to American Community Survey (ACS) 2018 estimates, 
the current median age for the Village (42.3 years) is still 
higher than that of Oakland County (41.0 years) and the 
State of Michigan (39.8) (Table 17 on page 62), but the 
difference is not as pronounced as it was in 2015.

Table 22 shows where the changes in population are 
occurring. While there were significant increases in the 
senior populations, especially in the 70 to 84 age range, 
even more dramatic increases occurred in the 30 to 
40 age groups. By combining groups into four general 
categories (children under twenty, young family, mature 
family, and seniors; see Figures 12 and 13), we see the 
largest increases in the young family and children under 
age 20 ranges. These numbers are somewhat surprising; 
the general trend across the state and the nation has 
been towards older and smaller households. 

According to the 2018 American Community Survey, 9.3% 
of Village residents have some form of physical disability. 
This is a significant increase from the 4.3% rate reported 
in 2013, and underscores the need to accommodate 
individuals with disabilities when planning for parks and 
recreation facilities and programs.

Household Types
Census 

2010
ACS 

2018
% 

change
2045 

SEMCOG

With seniors 65+ 363 551 51.8% 1165

Without seniors 1370 1373 0.2% 1248

2 or more persons 
w/out children

770 762 -1.0% 233

Live alone 65+ 98 274 179.6% 301

Live alone, under 
65

320 338 5.6% 705

With children 545 550 0.9% 1174

Table 21. Household Characteristics

Source: US Census, ACS, SEMCOG

Age group
Census 

2000
Census 

2010 ACS 2018
% change 

2000  -  2018

Under 5 106 207 274 20.1%

5 - 9 156 241 182 48.7%

10 - 14 249 281 264  - 17.1%

15 - 19 363 316 330 5.5%

20 - 24 227 201 159 -30.0%

25 - 29 284 260 241 -15.1%

30 - 34 104 227 420 303.8%

35 - 39 42 251 272 547.6%

40 - 44 279 350 300 7.5%

45 - 49 498 452 311 -37.6%

50 - 54 442 401 399 -9.7%

55 - 59 359 323 407 13.4%

60 - 64 431 302 317 -26.5%

65 - 69 338 212 175 -48.2%

70 - 74 134 118 211 57.5%

75 -  79 56 70 115 105.4%

80 - 84 54 47 159 194.4%

85 and up 87 53 46 -47.1%

Source: US Census, ACS

Table 22. Wolverine Lake Age Ranges 2000 - 2018

Figure 12. Age Distribution Comparison 2000 - 2018
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Figure 13. Wolverine Lake Age Distribution 2018
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SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS

The Village of Wolverine Lake’s median household income 
increased by over $6,000 between 2010 and 2018. 
According to ACS 2018 estimates, the median income for 
Wolverine Lake households stands at $87,857. Poverty 
rates for the Village dropped slightly during the same 
period from 5.7 to 5.6 percent. This was a positive trend 
reflecting a rebound from the 2008 recession. 

According to the SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development 
Forecast, the largest employment sector for Wolverine 
Lake residents is in the Information & Financial Activities 
group, followed by Administrative, Support, & Waste 
Services. Healthcare Services is expected to see a large 
percentage increase by 2045, although overall numbers 
of residents employed in that sector will remain relatively 
low. Per 2018 ACS estimates, Wolverine Lake has an 
employment rate of 63.7%, above both Oakland County 
at 62.9% and 58.2% for the State of Michigan.

92.2% of Village workers are employed outside of the 
community; Novi and Wixom are the most common 
commuter destinations. For positions inside the Village 
borders, 45.4% of workers reside in Wolverine Lake. 
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Figure 14. Household Incomes 2018

Source: ACS 2018, SEMCOG

Sector 2015 2020 2045
% change 
2020 - 45

Natural Resources, 
Mining, & Construction

84 101 99 17.9%

Manufacturing 52 50 37 -28.8%

Wholesale Trade 21 22 21 0.0%

Retail Trade 54 49 45 -16.7%

Transportation, 
Warehousing, & 
Utilities

27 29 30 11.1%

Information & Financial 
Activities

188 197 195 3.7%

Professional and 
Technical Services & 
Corporate HQ

91 90 105 15.4%

Administrative, 
Support, & Waste 
Services

166 171 184 10.8%

Education Services 2 2 2 0.0%

Healthcare Services 62 67 89 359.7%

Leisure & Hospitality 65 74 76 16.9%

Other Services 40 41 39 -2.5%

Public Administration 26 26 26 0.0%
Source: SEMCOG

Destination Percent Destination Percent

Novi 10.6% Southfield 4.9%

Wixom 10.6% West Bloomfield Twp. 4.8%

Wolverine Lake 7.8% Walled Lake 4.4%

Commerce Twp 7.3% Detroit 4.1%

Livonia 5.2% Auburn Hills 4.0%

Elsewhere 36.3%

Origin Percent Origin Percent

Wolverine Lake 45.4% Out of the region, 
instate

6.4%

Commerce Twp 8.7% Hamburg Township 3.1%

White Lake Twp 8.7% Lake Orion 2.8%

Detroit 7.7% Rose Twp 2.8%

Wixom 7.4% Southfield 2.8%

Elsewhere 4.1%

Table 23. Where Residents Work

Table 24. Where Workers Commute From

Table 25. Forecasted Jobs by Industry Sector

Source: SEMCOG

Source: SEMCOG
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HOUSING

While Wolverine Lake is largely built out, housing 
construction continues to occur as the few remaining 
parcels are developed or older homes are demolished to 
make way for newer structures. Like much of the country, 
housing construction effectively stopped between 
2008 and 2014, but rebounded dramatically in 2015.  
New permits issued for multi-family structures surged 
between 2015 and 2018, but only two permits were 
issued in 2019.  

Single-family detached homes remain the predominant 
housing type (79.9%), although multi-unit buildings 
(20.1%) have made significant in-roads in recent years. 
Since 2015, 92.3% of new residential structures have been 
multi-unit buildings.

While the number of renter-occupied units continue to 
increase,  the vast majority of housing units (75.3%) in 
2018 remain owner-occupied. The number of vacant units 
fell from 5.8% in 2010 to 4.1% in 2015.

According to the American Community Survey, the 
median housing value of owner-occupied units in 2018 
was $183,800, a drop of $37,320 (-16.9%) from 2010, 
but significantly higher than values reported in 2015 
($159,500). The median gross rent increased by 26.6% 
between 2010 and 2018 to $899/month.

Year
Single 
Family

Attach 
Condo

Multi 
Family

Total 
Units

Total 
Demos

Net 
Total

2000 5 0 0 5 3 2

2001 8 0 0 8 6 2

2002 2 0 0 2 0 2

2003 0 0 0 0 0 0

2004 2 3 0 5 3 2

2005 0 43 0 43 0 43

2006 3 16 0 19 4 15

2007 1 0 0 1 1 0

2008 0 0 0 0 0 0

2009 0 0 0 0 0 0

2010 0 0 0 0 0 0

2011 0 0 0 0 0 0

2012 3 0 0 3 1 2

2013 6 0 0 6 4 2

2014 1 0 0 1 3 -2

2015 3 0 79 82 0 82

2016 2 0 31 33 1 32

2017 2 0 52 54 1 53

2018 6 0 16 22 3 19

2019 2 0 0 2 3 -1

Totals 46 62 178 286 33 253
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Figure 15. Housing Types

Figure 16. Housing Tenure

Figure 17. Housing Structures - Year Built

Table 26. Housing Permits

Table 27. Housing Tenure

Source: SEMCOG

Source: ACS

Source: ACS, SEMCOG
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EDUCATION & ETHNICITY

Ethnically, Wolverine Lake is a largely homogeneous 
community. According to the 2018 ACS survey, 94.7% 
of the community is white, a slight increase from 94.2% 
reported in 2010. Hispanics make up the largest minority 
population at 3.5%, an increase of 1.1% since 2010. All 
other minority groups saw decreases in population. 
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Wolverine Lake residents are well educated, with 46% 
of residents reporting an Associate’s degree or higher in 
2018. The Village saw an 8.4% increase in residents with 
Bachelor’s degrees between 2010 and 2018. Education 
levels in the Village are comparable with those seen 
across Oakland County as a whole. The primary difference 
is a significantly higher level of Oakland County residents 
with graduate degrees (20.2%) than are seen in the 
Village (8.9%). 
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Figure 18. Ethnic Composition 2018

Figure 19. Wolverine Lake Educational Levels, 2010 - 2018 Figure 20. Comparison of Educational Levels - 
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LAND USE PATTERNS AND DEVELOPMENT 
TRENDS

The Village is predominately a fully-developed residential 
community in the heart of a larger suburban area. The 
surrounding communities of West Bloomfield, Novi, 
Walled Lake, Wixom, and Commerce Township have 
experienced extensive growth in the past 30 years due to 
better access to I-275, a major north-south thoroughfare, 
and the extension of M-5. Along with this expanded 
residential development, many strip and open-area 
shopping malls, large freestanding retailers (big-box), and 
office and industrial parks have been built to support the 
new residential development.

The Village of Wolverine Lake is predominately a 
residential community with over 42% of its land use area 
dedicated to residential uses. The next largest land uses 
are water (21.8%) and recreation/conservation (15%). 
According to Oakland County GIS, slightly less than three 
percent of the land is vacant.

Changes in methodology used to collect land use data 
makes a direct historical comparison impossible. Criteria 
used to designate some uses have changed, so certain 
categories appear inflated, e.g. adding “conservation” to 
the recreation category artificially increased the total area 
from 60 acres in 2013 to over 200 in 2020. Even so, we can 
compare percentages reported in the 2014 Recreation 
Plan to see that vacant area is steadily decreasing, while 
multi-family residential,  and therefore overall population 
density, has increased.
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Land Use Acres Percent

Single Family 472.2 35.0%

Multi-Family 95.1 7.1%

Commercial 15.1 1.1%

Public / Institutional 54.3 4.0%

Recreation/Conservation 202.2 15.0%

Transportation / Communication 
/ Utility 2.2 0.2%

Road Right-of-Way 175.9 13.1%

Vacant 37.3 2.8%

Water 293.2 21.8%

TOTAL AREA 1347.6

2007 2013 2019

Single Family 42.9% 42.8% 35.0%

Multi-Family 3.5% 5.9% 7.1%

Commercial 1.5% 1.5% 1.1%

Public / Institutional 0.9% 0.9% 4.0%

Recreation/Conservation 5.6% 5.6% 15.0%

Transportation / 
Communication / Utility - - 0.2%

Road Right-of-Way 13.3% 13.3% 13.1%

Vacant 5.5% 3.1% 2.8%

Water 26.8% 26.9% 21.8%

Table 28. Existing Land Use 2019

Figure 21. Existing Land Use 2019

Table 29. Land Use Percentage Comparison 2007 - 2019

Source: Oakland County GIS

Source: Oakland County GIS

Source: Oakland County GIS, Wolverine Lake 2014 Recreation Plan
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NATURAL RESOURCES

Regional Geographic Profile

The distribution of the region’s natural features 
corresponds to distinct geological zones.

The Southeastern Michigan Region is generally 
characterized as a gently rolling plain, bounded on the 
east by a system of water bodies which connect Lake Erie 
and Lake Huron. The western boundary is composed of 
a chain of moraines (hills) which divide the flow of rivers 
between Lake Michigan and Lake Erie. In between these 
two natural boundaries are three major river systems, 
the Huron, the Clinton, and the Rouge, which rise from 
a gravel plain. The Flint and Shiawassee rivers, which are 
located in the northern fringe of the region, drain to the 
north and west.

Physiography

Oakland County covers an area of over nine hundred 
square miles, encompasses over four hundred lakes, fifty 
thousand acres of recreational land and approximately 
eight hundred miles of inland lake shoreline.

As a result of glacial formation, the primary features 
which characterize the Oakland County landscape are 
two moraine (or hill) belts (the Saginaw and Huron-Erie 
systems) which cross the county in a northeast-southwest 
direction and three outwash plains (Commerce, Drayton 
and Oxford Plains). The northern portions of the two hill 
chains are the location of some of the highest points of 
elevation in the county; elevations between 1,000 and 
1,200 feet above sea level. The southern belt of hills has 
typical elevations between 800 and 1,000 feet above sea 
level. The average elevation of the Village of Wolverine 
Lake is 932 feet above sea level, and the summer 
elevation of the lake is kept at 918.25.

Lying between the two belts is a broad, pitted, flat plain 
composed of outwash sands and gravels. The gravel plain 
is ten miles wide in some locations; it is generally flat but 
it is interrupted by a broken group of hills which generally 
parallel the two belts of moraines. This plain is to the east 
of the Village.

Scattered throughout the hilly belts and outwash plains 
are hundreds of depressions, many occupied by inland 
lakes which range in size from small ponds less than 
one acre in size to lakes covering one and one-half 
square miles. The approximately four hundred lakes 
are an outstanding feature of the county. However, the 
distribution of the lakes is not equal across the landscape; 
the southern portion is not as well endowed as other 
portions. The largest lakes, which occupy 20,000 acres, are 
Cass and Orchard lakes.

In the extreme southeast corner of the county is a 
glacial lake plain which slopes gently in a southeasterly 
direction. The flat character of the lake plain is interrupted 
by streams and a series of former glacial lake beaches. 
The elevation of this plain decreases from 800 feet to 633 
feet near the southeast corner of the county.

The county’s topographic elevation varies from 630 feet 
to 1,221 feet. The total variation in relief is 591 feet. Except 
for a small area to the northwest of the county which 
slopes to the north and northwest, the county slopes to 
the southeast. There are several areas of steep slopes but 
generally slopes are in the nine to twelve percent range.

Several slopes provide scenic views to the southeast. 
Particularly notable is the high area running east-
west along the border of the City of Pontiac and Orion 
Township. Other scenic views are found at Kensington 
Metropark (Milford Township) and along Granger Road in 
Brandon and Oxford townships.

Soils

County soils were deposited by receding glaciers. Soil 
types range from sand and gravel to clay and peat, 
representing approximately thirty-nine different kinds of 
soil throughout the County. The majority of the Village’s 
soils are described as “urban land,” which means that it 
has been sufficiently disturbed by development that their 
natural characteristics have been permanently altered. 
The areas not covered by homes, streets, driveways and 
other amenities is identified as Spinks soils, which are 
suited to building site development and septic tank 
absorption fields. Due to the built-out nature of the 
Village, these soils are generally used for lawns, gardens, 
and other plantings.
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County Hydrology

Five river systems have their origin in the moraine belts 
and outwash plains in Oakland County. The land area that 
lies northwest of the upland hills is drained by the Flint 
and Shiawassee River systems. The area to the southeast 
of the upland hills is drained by the Clinton, Huron and 
Rouge River. The Village of Wolverine Lake is located on 
the very eastern edge of the Huron River watershed.

While Oakland County has more natural lakes than any 
other county in the state, Wolverine Lake was created by 
installing a dam on a stream during the early part of the 
20th Century. The water flows from Wolverine Lake into 
North Commerce Lake, then Proud Lake State Recreation 
Area, and ultimately into the Huron River. Wolverine 
Lake is part of the Norton Creek section of the Kent Lake 
Watershed. Kent Lake is an impoundment in the Huron, 
just south of where Norton Creek flows into the Huron 
River.

Wolverine Lake Water Quality

The lake is the nucleus and heart of the Village. Wolverine 
Lake provides both scenic beauty and recreational 
space for the entire area. The citizens are dedicated to 
preserving and protecting the quality of the lake which 
they consider to be their “main street.”

Like many county lakes, Wolverine Lake is surrounded by 
residences. These historic land uses have caused pollution 
from septic fields and fertilizers, which results in excessive 
weed growth or eutrophication. Eutrophic lakes are 
generally shallow, turbid, and support abundant aquatic 
plant growth. Under natural conditions, most lakes will 
ultimately evolve to a eutrophic state as they gradually 
fill with sediment and organic matter transported to 
the lake from the surrounding watershed. Added inputs 
can be associated with human activity, accelerating the 
eutrophication process.

To address lake quality, the Village conducts studies 
each year. As reported in the 2019 Water Quality Data 
Summary, samples were taken during spring and 
summer from surface, mid-depth, and bottom levels at 
three different points around the lake and the Trophic 
State Index (TSI) was applied to the results. The report 
concludes that Wolverine Lake is mesotrophic, meaning 
that the lake can support  warm- and cool-water fish 
populations  (bass, pike, sunfish and walleye), but not 
cold water fish such as trout.

By 2019, conditions in the lake were beginning to 
approach the eutrophic threshold. A eutrophic state is 
when a lake has gradually filled in with sediment and 
organic matter from aquatic plants. This is a natural lake 
“aging” process. Eutrophic lakes are only capable of 
supporting warm water fish such as bass and pike.

The Village has implemented a nuisance plant control 
program for many years, with the goal of preventing 
the spread of invasive aquatic plants while preserving 
beneficial plant species. As part of this program, the 
Village regularly surveys plant species and selectively 
uses herbicides and mechanical harvesting to remove 
undesirable species. Primary species targeted for control 
include hybrid milfoil and starry stonewort. 

The Village actively manages the lake water quality for 
recreational activities such as fishing, water skiing, jet-
skiing, boating (power and non-power) and swimming. 
As an advisory body, the Water Management Board 
assists the Village in this effort by investigating and 
making recommendations to the Village Council on 
water management issues affecting the safety, health, 
and recreational opportunities of Village residents 
and visitors. The Village has also developed the Mute 
Swan Management Plan to successfully address issues 
in wildlife management. Mechanical weed harvesting 
and professional herbicide treatments, aeration/bio-
augmentation project, regular water quality testing, fish 
stocking, purple loosestrife beetle program, and passage 
and enforcement of a fertilizer ordinance are other 
initiatives implemented by the Village.

3

Wolverine Lake Trophic State

Carlson’s	 Trophic	 State	 Index	 (TSI) was developed from mathematical 
relationships that allowed phosphorus, chlorophyll-a, and Secchi transparency 
readings to be converted to a numerical scale from 0 to 100, with increasing 
numbers indicating more productive lakes. The TSI can be used to rate the 
trophic state of Michigan lakes as follows:

TSI INDEX FOR MICHIGAN

Trophic State TSI Value 

Oligotrophic Less than 38
Mesotrophic  38 to 48
Eutrophic Greater than 48

The average TSI values for the composite data collected and averaged for 
the three basins of Wolverine Lake based on spring phosphorus, summer 
chlorophyll-a, and summer Secchi transparency data collected in 2013 - 2019 
are shown here. Based upon overall TSI values calculated during this time 
frame, Wolverine Lake is mesotrophic.
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Figure 22. Wolverine Lake 2013 - 2019 TSI Values

Source: 2019 Water Quality Data Summary, November 2019
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Stormwater Management Initiatives

The Village of Wolverine Lake is required to obtain 
a stormwater permit from the State to enable it to 
discharge stormwater from the Village-owned and 
operated stormwater utility system. While the Village has 
conducted many events and programs to protect the 
water quality in the lake, the stormwater permit enhances 
these existing programs.

One effort to improve water quality in the Norton 
Creek area is development and implementation of the 
Kent Lake Sub-watershed Management Plan, which 
was finalized in 2002. This plan was created to address 
phosphorus loading into the Huron River (and the Kent 
Lake impoundment) from stormwater runoff into local 
lakes and streams. Because Wolverine Lake contributes 
to the Kent Lake watershed system, the Village has 
participated in development and implementation of 
the Watershed Management Plan. The Village’s success 
in minimizing phosphorus loading will also help the 
watershed overall. The target phosphorus level for Kent 
Lake, as reported in the plan, is .030 mg/L.

In September of 2008, the Village hosted two “Waterfront 
Wisdom Workshops,” educating residents about 
septic system maintenance and native landscaping. 
The workshops were well attended, and educated 
participants about the Huron River Watershed, how 
proper septic system maintenance and landscaping 
practices can impact surface water, and how to 
implement water-friendly practices in both areas. The 
Village is currently in the process of replacing septic 
systems with a sanitary main, but continues work to 
minimize septic impacts to the lake.

Working with staff from Commerce Township and Walled 
Lake, the Village sponsored a community-wide “Water’s 
Edge Day” on October 4, 2008. This event was used to 
plant a native rain garden and riparian buffer garden in 
Clara Miller Park, and to educate residents about water-
friendly landscaping techniques.

The Village is also a member of the Huron River 
Watershed Council, who assists communities with 
watershed and environmental issues shared throughout 
the watershed as well as through the state-wide Phase II 
storm water management permit requirements.

Vegetation

Oakland County lies in a deciduous forest zone. Typical 
vegetation groups in the county include swamps (or 
wooded wetlands) and marshes (emergent wetlands), 
bogs (acidic wetlands), lakeshores, stream sides, 
meadows, abandoned fields and forests. Five major 
forests are found in the county: floodplain forests, 
mixed hardwoods, oak- hickory, beech-maple, and pine 
hardwoods.

Early records indicate that conifers constituted an 
important element in Michigan’s original forests; 
however, pure evergreen forests are characteristic only of 
the northern and western part of the Upper Peninsula.

The remaining natural vegetation in the Village is 
comprised of approximately six acres of deciduous 
forests, 13 acres of coniferous forest, and approximately 
28 acres of wetlands (7 acres of forested wetlands; 10 
acres of scrub-shrub wetlands, and 11 acres of emergent 
wetlands). The remaining vegetation is planted in lawns 
and other ornamental landscape material.

Fish and Wildlife

Wolverine Lake supports extensive fish and marine 
species, waterfowl, and marine plant life. The lake is 
stocked annually and the more common species of fish 
include large mouth bass, northern pike, walleye, crappie, 
and various pan fish. The lake has been the location for 
Bass Master Tournaments several times, and is deemed a 
very good sportsman’s lake.

Resident waterfowl includes Canada geese, and many 
species of ducks that are common to Southeast Michigan. 
Besides the more commonly found species, the pintail 
duck occupies the lake during the fall migration, and the 
mute swan also occupies the lake at certain times of the 
year. Other marine species, such as the snapping turtle 
and freshwater clams can also be found.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources along 
with the Audubon Society educates and issues permits 
for Canada goose egg replacement to help control over 
population. An annual round up of Canada geese also 
takes place.

The Village’s Water Management Board supports the 
education of and access to local water resources. 
The Benstein Road boardwalk allows residents close 
interaction with wetlands and waterways, and assists 
neighboring communities in encouraging wetland and 
water body education.
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PLANNING INITIATIVES

Due to its built-out condition, any new development within the Village will most likely be minor. However, change is 
inevitable in both population dynamics and re-use and replacement of buildings on existing lots. The Village’s Master 
Plan and County planning initiatives address broad goals to direct future change for the benefit of the Village and 
County.

Expanded woodland 
plantings.

Resurface Vita Trail with
compacted limestone.

Restore woodland areas
(also along Brisbane Street).

New park signs and 
wayfinding kiosks.

Existing exercise equipment.

Proposed large picnic shelter.

New large picnic shelter.

Reconfigured roadway and 
shift in Lakes Community 
Trail creates new open space.

Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

Reconfigured entrance drive 
& new electronic sign.

Resurfaced basketball and
roller hockey courts.

“The Nest”, a stepped seat 
wall which acts as a central
gathering point for parents
with children in the play areas.

Consider limited expansion 
of parking area.

as.

Expanded butterfly gardens / 
rain gardens.

Resurface & restripe existing
parking areas.

Upgrade existing ball fields 
to include fencing and
accessible bleachers. 

Restore woo
(also along 

New connector trail.

BMX bicycle course.

Remove Wakto Street 
from western edge of 
tennis courts to 
Terry Street.

“Natural Play” area: 
surrounding woods 
to be restored.

New bocce ball courts.

New large picnic shelter.

Upgraded horseshoe pits.

Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

Dual-use softball / multi-use
playing field, unfenced

Relocated volleyball court.New toddler and 
5 through 12 play areas.

Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

New concession / restroom / 
storage facility. 

Consider traffic circle shift 
 and limited expansion 
of parking area.

Veteran’s Memorial to be sited 
in eastern section of park; 
location to be determined

Bike racks

Signs & Kiosks
Benches & Seating Coniferous Trees

Deciduous Trees

Existing Proposed

2015 Village of Wolverine Lake Master Plan

The Village Master Plan includes several action items that 
compliments recreation planning within the community. 
The Village’s Master Plan will be implemented over a 20-
year period. A number of actions directly correspond to 
improving recreation facilities, while others protect and 
improve water quality within the lake. The relevant items 
from the plan are listed below.

• Upgrade roads, pathways and sidewalks
• Maintain dam and lake equipment
• Continue to improve non-point source 

stormwater runoff through Phase II Stormwater 
Permit

• Address Parks and Recreation issues
• Identify additional park property for potential 

procurement

2017 Clara Miller Park Master Plan

The Village developed a park master plan for Clara Miller 
in 2017. Among the recommendations of the plan are the 
following improvements: 

• Addition of a new concession stand / bathroom / 
storage shelter;

• New playground equipment;
• A BMX bicycle course;
• A natural play area;
• Additional picnic shelters;
• A Veteran’s Memorial in the eastern half of the site 

near Glengary Road;
• Reconfiguration of Wakito Street to create 

continuous open space between Roselawn and 
Terry Streets; and

• New stormwater features, landscaping, and tree 
plantings throughout the park.

Several of the recommendations have been or are 
in the process of being implemented, including the 
Veteran’s Memorial, removal of portions of Wakito, and 
reconfiguration of the restrooms. A copy of the plan is 
included in Appendix H.Figure 23. Clara Miller Park Master Plan
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Oakland County Potential Natural Areas 
Assessment: 2017 Update

The Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) identifies 
potential natural areas (PNAs) that may harbor high 
quality natural areas and unique natural features. The 
study builds on earlier studies conducted in 2000, 2002, 
and 2004. Prioritization criteria included size, presence of 
riparian lands, wetlands, and connectivity to assess each 
natural area’s ecological value. The analysis revealed one 
“priority two” natural area surrounding Turtle Creek in 
the Heron Hills Condominium development. This area is 
considered high quality due to its size, its association with 
the adjacent park (Commerce Township) and its mixture 
of woodlands and wetlands. A portion of a “priority three” 
area sits south of Dunreath Street and extends into the 
township around an unnamed pond.

Oakland County Parks Five-Year Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan: 2018-2022

The 10-member Oakland County Parks and Recreation 
Commission (OCPRC) oversees 13 facilities totaling just 
over 6,700 acres. Lyon Oaks, located in Wixom, is the 
closest County facility to Wolverine Lake. Lyon Oaks 
contains over 1,000 acres offering a wide variety of 
recreation opportunities for area residents, including a 
dog park, an 18-hole golf course, cricket, soccer, and six 
miles of natural trails for biking, cross-country skiing, and 
dog walking. 

The OCPRC adopted their 5-Year Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan in February, 2018.  Projects proposed for Lyon 
Oaks include entry drive and parking lot replacement, 
clubhouse interior renovations, and boardwalk 
replacement within the golf course. 

SEMCOG Parks and Recreation Plan for 
Southeast Michigan

The SEMCOG plan, adopted in 2019, was developed 
to highlight available recreation resources and ensure 
that the region’s recreation system meets the needs of 
residents and visitors. The Plan notes that with over 2,300 
parks covering 214,000 acres, over 400 miles of trails and 
greenways, and 450 miles of designated water trails, the 
region is well served by local, state, regional, and federal 
recreation authorities. 

With almost 67,000 acres of parkland, Oakland County 
offers 56 acres of park per 1,000 residents. This level 
is higher than the region’s average of 43 acres per 
resident. In terms of pure park availability, Oakland’s 
acreage is almost double that of the next highest county 
(Washtenaw at 38,695). 

The plan provides several regional policy 
recommendations to address recreation development. 
Among the recommendations, prioritization of 
investment in land acquisition is viewed as necessary to 
address gaps in access to outdoor recreation facilities. 
Fostering collaboration among outdoor recreation 
stakeholders speaks to the need for ongoing cooperation 
between local and regional recreation authorities. 
Utilization of universal design principles ensures that 
facilities are accessible to residents of all abilities. 
Supporting conservation and stewardship of natural 
resources recognizes the value of open space and the 
desire of the region’s residents to have access to natural 
areas in reasonable proximity to their homes.
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SEMCOG 2045 Regional Transportation Plan 
/ 2014 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan for SE 
Michigan

The 2045 Regional Transportation Plan provides broad 
transportation recommendations for projects across the 
seven-county region, with a budget of over $5 billion 
proposed for transportation infrastructure improvements. 
While this plan focuses on motorized infrastructure, it 
does provide a chance to look at upcoming projects 
and plan accordingly for other related infrastructure 
improvements. The only project mentioned for the 
Wolverine Lake area involves widening of Beck Road 
from three to five lanes to improve carrying capacity. 
Generally speaking, road infrastructure improvements 
represent opportunities for adding to bicycle networks 
and implementing complete street programs. 

The 2014 SEMCOG plan is a joint effort between 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) 
and the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). 
The plan provides recommendations for bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities across 10 regions and incorporating 
60 different action items. SEMCOG’s larger regional 
focus places more emphasis on existing non-motorized 
transportation options. 

Maps of existing and planned facilities highlight the 
existing facilities and their interconnected nature in and 
around the Village, highlighting the importance of the 
Airline and West Bloomfield Trails and their connections 
to the north and east. The Lakes Community Trail is also 
shown as an important link to the Proud Lake State 
Recreation Area.

Source: SEMCOG

Figure 24. Detail: SEMCOG 2014 Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan
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Major Trail Projects

The State of Michigan and Oakland County in particular 
has seen a boom in non-motorized projects in recent 
years. The projects are often interconnected, and 
development of one segment can have a significant 
impact on existing and planned developments in other 
communities.

Commerce Township and the cities of Walled Lake and 
Wixom are in the process of completing the Michigan 
Air Line Trail,  a 4.5 mile route utilizing the former Airline 
Railroad corridor. The property was acquired in 2017 
utilizing a combination of Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF) and Transportation Alternative 
Program (TAP) grants. In 2018, a pedestrian bridge was 
constructed over M-5 in Commerce Township. The Trail’s 
grand opening was scheduled for spring of 2020, but was 
delayed due to coronavirus concerns. 

The Michigan Air Line Trail will be a key segment of 
the Great Lake to Lake Trails-Route, which will stretch 
from Port Huron to South Haven.  This 275-mile route 
is comprised of a number of smaller trails including the 
Lakes Community Trail, the West Bloomfield Trail, the 
Clinton River Trail, and the Macomb Orchard Trail. 

This continuous east-west trail network will also connect 
to the M-5/I-275 Metro Trail, extending from Monroe 
County to Commerce Township. MDOT has been 
rehabilitating many sections of the trail and includes the 
replacement of bridge structures, surface reconstruction, 
and trail widening. 

Ultimately, Wolverine Lake residents will have the 
opportunity to use the Great Lake to Lake Trail to connect 
to the Iron Belle Trail (IBT), a 2,000+ mile network 
stretching from Belle Isle in Detroit to Iron Mountain in 
the far western Upper Peninsula. The IBT includes a 1,273 
mile long hiking route which winds along the west side 
of the Lower Peninsula and borders Lake Superior in the 
Upper Peninsula, and a 791 mile long biking trail on the 
east side of the state and following US-2 in the Upper 
Peninsula.  Since 2012, over $68 million in grant and local 
funds and $155 million in private donations have been 
collected to complete the trail. 

Finally, the IBT is, in turn, part of the larger North Country 
National Scenic Trail which travels from eastern New York 
to central North Dakota. The trail passes through seven 
states along the way, with the longest stretch found in 
Michigan. At approximately 4,600 miles, it is the longest 
of the eleven National Scenic Trails.Figure 25. Michigan Air Line Trail

Source: City of Wixom
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Michigan's Iron Belle Trail - Two Routes, One Great Trail

December 2019
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
Forest Resources Division
Resource Assessment Section
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Adjacent Community Recreation and          
Non-Motorized Plans

Walled Lake, Wixom, and Commerce Township are 
important recreation resources for Wolverine Lake 
residents. Each community has developed their own 
plans to help guide ongoing recreation development 
efforts. 

COMMERCE TOWNSHIP PARKS, RECREATION & 
TRAILS MASTER PLAN 2019 - 2023

The Commerce Township Recreation Plan provides 
recommendations for the Township’s recreation facilities. 
The Township’s eleven parks, incorporating over 1,200 
acres, serve a vital recreation role for Wolverine Lake 
residents; their close proximity to the Village and ability 
to accommodate large-scale, active-use facilities provide 
recreation opportunities that might otherwise be missing 
for Village residents.

The plan places a special emphasis on trail development 
and connectivity in the Township. The proposed regional-
level trail developments would have a significant impact 
on recreation development in Wolverine Lake, and 
underscore the importance of developing the Village’s 
own non-motorized facilities.

Some of the improvements suggested in the plan 
include:

• Construct the Air Line Trail, parking, and 
trailheads;

• Continued maintenance and reconstruction as 
necessary for the Lakes Community Trail; 

• Proposed pathways and improved connections 
on South Commerce, Benstein, Glengary, and 
Ladd Roads;

• High priority trail projects southeast of the 
Glengary/South Commerce intersection and 
along Benstein south of the Village limits;

• Continued improvements at Dodge Park to 
accommodate the increased usage from Scarlet’s 
Smile Playground and a new splash pad;

• Master plan implementation and access and 
circulation improvements at Hickory Glen Park;

• Concept plan implementation at Bicentennial 
Park including reuse of tennis area and soccer 
improvements; and

• New signage and benches and improvements 
to parking, trails, and softball field at Maple Glen 
Park.

CITY OF WALLED LAKE PARKS & RECREATION 
MASTER PLAN 2018 - 2022

Walled Lake’s parks offer recreation options for Wolverine 
Lake residents as well. Events like the Farmer’s Market 
and lake access at Mercer Beach are popular destinations 
for Village residents, and planned trail developments will 
only strengthen the Village’s relationship with Walled 
Lake. All told, the City maintains five parks covering 20 
acres.

Key projects described in the plan include: 

• Trailhead development for the Air Line Trail;
• Improving accessibility within area parks; and 
• Playground and exercise equipment upgrades 

and possible dog park at Sims Park.

CITY OF WIXOM PARKS & RECREATION MASTER 
PLAN 2018 - 2023

The City of Wixom offers its own set of recreation 
opportunities for Wolverine Lake residents to enjoy. Nine 
parks cover over 424 acres and feature performing art 
spaces, unique natural features, trails, and active-use 
amenities. 

Some key projects outlined in the plan include:

• Development of the Michigan Air Line Trail; 
• Improvements to ballfields and entrance 

improvements at Gilbert C. Willis Park;
• Soccer field irrigation, skate park upgrades, tennis 

court rebuild, and other improvements at Gunnar 
Mettala Park; 

• Implementation of trail master plan at Wixom 
Habitat;

• Expansion and/or upgrades to the Civic Center; 
and

• Possible development of a new multi-purpose 
facility and/or aquatic facility.
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Richard K. Carlisle, President    Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President    John L. Enos, Principal 
   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal    Craig Strong, Principal    R. Donald Wortman, Principal   

Laura K. Kreps, Associate     Paul Montagno, Associate 

 
 
 
 
 
January 20, 2021 
 
 
Kristen Wiltfang 
Principal Planner 
Economic Development & Community Affairs 
Executive Office Building 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road 
Building 41W 
Waterford, Michigan 48328 
 
Dear Ms. Wiltfang: 
 
The Wolverine Lake Village Council adopted the attached Parks & Recreation Master Plan at a 
meeting held on December 9, 2020. The plan and Certification Checklist have been uploaded to 
the MDNR website for their review and approval. The plan will be subject to future review and 
updates as deemed necessary by the Village Council and the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Village or myself if you have any comments regarding this plan. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
 
cc.  Michael Kondek, Treasurer 
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Richard K. Carlisle, President    Douglas J. Lewan, Executive Vice President    John L. Enos, Principal 
   David Scurto, Principal   Benjamin R. Carlisle, Principal   Sally M. Elmiger, Principal    Craig Strong, Principal    R. Donald Wortman, Principal   

Laura K. Kreps, Associate     Paul Montagno, Associate 

 
 
 
 
 
January 20, 2021 
 
 
Tyler Klifman 
Regional Review Office 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
1001 Woodward Avenue, Suite 1400 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 
 
Dear Mr. Klifman: 
 
The Wolverine Lake Village Council adopted the attached Parks & Recreation Master Plan at a 
meeting held on December 9, 2020. The plan and Certification Checklist have been uploaded to 
the MDNR website for their review and approval. The plan will be subject to future review and 
updates as deemed necessary by the Village Council and the Parks and Recreation Board. 
 
Please feel free to contact the Village or myself if you have any comments regarding this plan. 
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
 

 
 
cc.  Michael Kondek, Treasurer 
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Wolverine Lake Recreation Plan Survey Results
An online survey was made available to Wolverine Lake residents from April 30 through July 31, 2020. The survey 
was advertised via social media and on the Village website. Hard copies of the survey were available at Village Hall 
upon request; four residents completed the survey in that fashion. 373 unique responses were received during that 
time period. 

The following pages provide a summary of the results. For open-ended questions, responses are provided verbatim 
but are organized into general topics. 

Q1: Please tell us where you live:

Community Responses Percent

Village of Wolverine Lake 341 95.0%

Commerce Township 12 3.3%

Walled Lake 4 1.1%

Wixom 0 0.0%

Other responses: White Lake, 
Penna 2 0.6%

Total Responses 359

Q2: Please tell us the ages of the members of your household. For households with multiple family members,
check all that apply.

Community Responses Percent

Under 5 65 17.5%

5 to 12 79 21.2%

13 to 18 63 16.9%

19 to 24 49 13.2%

25 to 34 74 19.9%

35 to 44 101 27.2%

45 to 54 98 26.3%

55 to 64 107 28.8%

65 to 74 63 16.9%

75 and over 19 5.1%

Prefer not to answer 3 0.8%

Total Responses 721

Q3: Please describe your current living situation.

Housing Type Responses Percent

Single family home 359 96.8%

Apartment 0 0.0%

Condominium / townhome 9 2.4%

Manufactured / mobile home 1 0.3%

Other (Please specify) 2 0.50%

Total Responses 371

Wolverine Lake

Commerce Township

Walled Lake

Other

05 10 15 20 25 30

Under 5

5 to 12

13 to 18

19 to 24

25 to 34

35 to 44
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Other response: Walkout
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Q4: How important are the following items to you and your family? Please rank them from 1 to 6, with 1 being the highest 
priority and 6 being the lowest priority.

Category Rank 1 Rank 2 Rank 3 Rank 4 Rank 5 Rank 6
Weighted 

Rank

Maintain existing parks 163 107 51 26 13 9 1 (1830)

Improve or add amenities to existing 
parks 72 114 96 51 28 8 2 (1603)

Develop and/or expand community-
wide trails and sidewalks 110 64 58 35 29 73 3 (1448)

Maintain existing programming/events 4 46 81 124 91 23 4 (1155)

Develop new programming/events 8 20 29 74 157 81 5 (881)

Acquire and develop new parks 12 18 54 59 51 175 6 (832)

Total Responses 369

Q5: Does Wolverine Lake have too few, too many, or the right amount of parks?

Housing Type Responses Percent

Too few 57 15.5%

Too many 15 4.1%

The right amount 296 80.4%

Total Responses 368

Q6: How satisfied are you with the current condition of Clara Miller Park?

Amenity
Very 

Satisfied
Somewhat 

Satisfied
Somewhat 
Unsatisfied

Very 
Unsatisfied

Don’t know 
/ Haven’t 

visited

Without “don’t know”

Satisfied Unsatisfied

Playground Equipment 72 (20.6%) 152 (43.4%) 53 (15.1%) 24 (6.9%) 49 (14%) 74.4% 25.6%

Picnic Pavilion 100 (28.7%) 160 (45.8%) 35 (10.0%) 12 (3.4%) 42 (12.0%) 84.7% 15.3%

Restrooms 42 (12.1%) 91 (26.1%) 67 (19.3%) 47 (13.5%) 101 (29.0%) 53.8% 46.2%

Ballfields 79 (23.1%) 114 (33.3%) 37 (10.8%) 8 (2.3%) 104 (30.4%) 81.1% 18.9%

Tennis Courts 88 (25.6%) 95 (27.6%) 27 (7.8%) 12 (3.5%) 122 (35.5%) 82.4% 17.6%

Vita Trail & Exercise Equipment 111 (32.4%) 126 (36.7%) 24 (7.0%) 10 (2.9%) 72 (21.0%) 87.5% 12.5%

Roller Hockey Rink 47 (13.8%) 76 (22.3%) 23 (6.7%) 15 (4.4%) 180 (52.8%) 76.4% 23.6%

Basketball Courts 42 (12.3%) 91 (26.7%) 45 (13.2%) 13 (3.8%) 150 (44.0%) 69.6% 30.4%

Parking 130 (37.7%) 138 (40.0%) 31 (9.0%) 13 (3.8%) 33 (9.6%) 85.9% 14.1%

Overall Park 104 (29.6%) 188 (53.6%) 34 (9.7%) 10 (2.8%) 15 (4.3%) 86.9% 13.1%

Q7: How satisfied are you with Wolverine Lake’s pocket parks and other amenities?

Facility
Very 

Satisfied
Somewhat 

Satisfied
Somewhat 
Unsatisfied

Very 
Unsatisfied

Don’t know 
/ Haven’t 

visited

Without “don’t know”

Satisfied Unsatisfied

Amenia Park 32 (9.2%) 53 (15.2%) 25 (7.2%) 19 (5.4%) 220 (63.0%) 65.9% 34.1%

Oak Island Park 30 (8.6%) 45 (13.0%) 26 (7.5%) 19 (5.5%) 227 (65.4%) 62.5% 37.5%

DNR Access Point/Boat Launch 97 (27.3%) 131 (36.9%) 39 (11.0%) 14 (3.9%) 74 (20.8%) 81.1% 18.9%

Lakes Community Trail 122 (34.5%) 128 (36.2%) 28 (7.9%) 9 (2.5%) 67 (18.9%) 87.1% 12.9%

The right amount

Too few

Too many
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Q8: How frequently do you visit Wolverine Lake’s parks and trails?

Facility Daily
At least once per 

week
At least once per 

month
Once or twice per 

year
I do not visit this 

facility

Clara Miller Park 38 (10.5%) 140 (38.8%) 96 (26.6%) 70 (19.4%) 17 (4.7%)

Amenia Park 6 (1.7%) 20 (5.7%) 27 (7.8%) 45 (12.9%) 250 (71.8%)

Oak Island Park 8 (2.3%) 9 (2.6%) 22 (6.3%) 44 (12.6%) 267 (76.3%)

DNR Access Point/Boat Launch 4 (1.1%) 47 (13.1%) 70 (19.6%) 147 (41.1%) 90 (25.1%)

Lakes Community Trail 56 (15.7%) 109 (30.5%) 85 (23.8%) 39 (10.9%) 68 (19.0%)

Q9: When was the last time you visited Wolverine Lake’s parks and trails?

Facility Within the past week Within the past month Within the past year
I have never visited this 

facility

Clara Miller Park 187 (51.7%) 74 (20.4%) 86 (23.8%) 15 (4.1%)

Amenia Park 26 (7.3%) 35 (9.8%) 57 (16.1%) 237 (66.8%)

Oak Island Park 25 (7.0%) 39 (11.0%) 50 (14.1%) 241 (67.9%)

DNR Access Point/Boat Launch 73 (20.2%) 99 (27.4%) 110 (30.5%) 79 (21.9%)

Lakes Community Trail 175 (49.2%) 62 (17.4%) 51 (14.3%) 68 (19.1%)
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Q10: Do you and your family visit parks in neighboring communities or county or state parks?

Answer Responses Percent

Yes 285 78.1%

No 80 21.9%

Total Responses 365

Q11: If yes, which facilities do you visit and what do you like or dislike about them?

The following verbatim responses have been organized by topic. 238 unique responses were received for this 
question. Where a response falls into multiple categories, it is copied into each category. Where an exact response was 
received multiple times, the number of entries is provided in parenthesis to the right (e.g. “Playground (3)”). Responses 
are entered exactly as they were received, and no attempts were made to correct spelling or other grammatical errors. 

STATE PARKS

Specific park mentions: Proud Lake State Recreation Area (35), Island Lake State Recreation Area (14), State parks, 
general (11), Highland Recreation Area (4), Pontiac Lake Recreation Area (3), Maybury State Park (2), South Higgins 
Lake (1)

• Proud Lake Rec Area, Like the trails & ease of kayak & 
canoe access.

• Proud Lake, nice park, trees, trails, etc.

• South Higgins State Park - there are multiple play 
areas and bathrooms are clean and open to use 

• Kensington, and State parks, the beaches and wildlife 

• Proud lake 

• Island lake, Kensington 

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• State and county parks for family functions 

• Maple Glenn, Island Lake, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
Dodge Park 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• hickory glen, proud lake. I like the mountain bike 
trails 

• Highland Lake Recreation for hiking 

• The West Bloomfield park off Hiller Road is a nice one 
to take a walk in. Also the park off Green Lake Rd. 
Rarely, but sometimes Proud Lake Park 

• Proud Lake Hiking Kayaking 

• We visit Proud Lake and Island Lake for walking, 
hiking, and biking trails. We visit Hiram Sims Park in 
Walled Lake for walking and biking. We have also 
used the Michigan Airline Trail for walking and biking 
since it opened.

• Proud Lake, Dodge 5,

• Island Lake, Kensington, Rail Trail 

• Pontiac Lake 

• Visit county and state parks with mountain biking or 
well maintained lake beach access 

• Pontiac Lake, Proud Lake, Kensington. Facilities, 
beaches 

• Go to state and county parks to go camping.

• Proud lake — kayak launch and hiking trails.

• Mountain bike trails. Proud Lk & Hickory Glen MTB 
trails souls have connecting mountain bike trail 
through the village 

• bark park in wixom, island lake gun range and silver 
lake state park. like them all 

• Proud lake kayak put in - for kayaking. Love the airline 
trail for running and biking. I would like to have paths 
to get to it from Ladd and Benstein 

• Proud lake 

• Tree Darm, Island Lake 

• We visit island lake, and the fishing area off of wixom 
road to kayak 

• state parks with hiking trails and camping on a lake 

• Highland Rec State Park Field Trial areas - love the 
open space to run my dog. Kensington and Indian 
Springs Metroparks - primarily for golf.

• Proud lake and the rr trail 

• Hines Park, Novi Lakeshore Park, Maybury 

• Proud lake like trails, and lake 

Yes

No
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• Proud Lake. Love the nature.

• We visit the rails to trails, The trails behind the 
Richardson Center Hickory Glen, Maple Grove, The 
Milford trail system and dog park, Proud Lake, and 
Kensington. We visit these parks/trails to walk, ride 
our bikes, kayak, or to play with our dogs. We would 
use the Lakes Community Trail more often, however, 
there is no trail on South Commerce off of our street 
and it is very dangerous. We are very disappointed 
with this fact. and would like to see a continuous trail 
around the lake.

• Proud lake for hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. 
And Kensington Park for hiking.

• Mayberry park trails Kensington park trails 

• Kensington and Proud Lake. Trails, picnic amenities, 
beach, water slides 

• State parks are great when they are OPEN 

• Kensington Metropark And Milford Paved Biking 
trails, island lake biking trails, length of trails, scenery 

• Proud Lake. Love the trails, kayaking access.

• Proud Lake, Highland Lake 

• Kensington, island lake, proud lake. Large areas to 
walk and ride 

• Island lake state park. Beach, trails 

• Proud Lake. Good trails.

• Mainly state parks or metro parks, like the scenery, 
access to lakes, more hands on things to do.

• Kensington and island lake have nice walking and 
biking trails.

• Kensington, Island Lake, Pontiac Rec, Proud Lake Each 
has its own uses. I like riding the bike trails and hiking.

• Island lake. Like the biking, both road and mountain

• Proud Lake State Park and I like the hiking trails.

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.

• Proud lake, Lyon Oaks. Wide walking trails and almost 
not bicycles. Shared trails with pedestrian/dog 
walkers and bicycles rarely work well. Most trails are 
too narrow for easy passing

• State Parks, Camping (2)

• Proud lake--the hiking trails, Kensingston --nature 
trail and picnic area for large groups

• Dodge Park, Proud Lake

• Proud Lake, Kensington

• Proud lake state park. We frequently bike through 
there. Very sandy trail but it gets us to Milford

• Proud Lake State Park (2)

• State and metro parks

COUNTY PARKS

• State and county parks for family functions 

• Lyon oaks, airline trail....I love paved pathways for 
biking 

• Visit county and state parks with mountain biking or 
well maintained lake beach access 

• Go to state and county parks to go camping.

• Oakland county park in Wixom at Lyon Oaks, and 
Kensington. And Hyram Sims.

• Kensington and Lyon Oaks Dog Park

• Proud lake, Lyon Oaks. Wide walking trails and almost 
not bicycles. Shared trails with pedestrian/dog 
walkers and bicycles rarely work well. Most trails are 
too narrow for easy passing

• Lyon Oaks, we love having a dog park

• Kennsington, Golf and swiming, White Lake Oaks, Golf
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METROPARKS

Specific park mentions: Kensington (56), Metroparks general (4), Indian Springs (1)

• Kensington because spray park 

• Kensington, and State parks, the beaches and wildlife 

• Metro parks. For the water park 

• Kensington- like the beach 

• Island lake, Kensington 

• It's sporadic. I like the size and trails in some of the 
county metroparks.

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• Maple Glenn, Island Lake, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
Dodge Park 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• Kensington.wonderful biking and hiking 

• Kensington (5)

• Island Lake, Kensington, Rail Trail 

• Pontiac Lake, Proud Lake, Kensington. Facilities, 
beaches 

• Kensington , Novi Lake, Wixom 

• Kensington- lots of trails 

• Kensington. Disc golf 

• Kensington Metro park. Like the trails, and grassy 
areas overlooking the lake. Like the farm and nature 
areas.

• Kensington for walking & bike trails and beach 

• Kensington - walking 

• Kensington- selections 

• Highland Rec State Park Field Trial areas - love the 
open space to run my dog. Kensington and Indian 
Springs Metroparks - primarily for golf.

• Kensington, Love the walking trails at the nature 
center.

• Kensington, the open outdoor feeling 

• Kensington-beautiful open spaces, nature, walking/
biking/hiking trails 

• Dodge parks, Kensington, harium, clean, great trails 

• Oakland county park in Wixom at Lyon Oaks, and 
Kensington. And Hyram Sims.

• Kensington Metropark; well maintained pavement 
and mowed surfaces 

• Kensington, pucknick areas, parking 

• Kensington. Love the farm and living history village 

• We visit the rails to trails, The trails behind the 
Richardson Center Hickory Glen, Maple Grove, The 
Milford trail system and dog park, Proud Lake, and 
Kensington. We visit these parks/trails to walk, ride 
our bikes, kayak, or to play with our dogs. We would 
use the Lakes Community Trail more often, however, 
there is no trail on South Commerce off of our street 
and it is very dangerous. We are very disappointed 
with this fact. and would like to see a continuous trail 
around the lake.

• Proud lake for hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. 
And Kensington Park for hiking.

• Kensington, Maple Glen Both Well Maintained 

• Kensington Park. We love the nature and land without 
to much extras 

• Mayberry park trails Kensington park trails 

• Kensington and Proud Lake. Trails, picnic amenities, 
beach, water slides 

• Kensington, decent parking, lots of nature trails 

• Kensington Metropark And Milford Paved Biking 
trails, island lake biking trails, length of trails, scenery 

• Kensington, island lake, proud lake. Large areas to 
walk and ride 

• Mainly state parks or metro parks, like the scenery, 
access to lakes, more hands on things to do.

• Kensington, available activities

• Kensington and Lyon Oaks Dog Park

• Kensington, lots of nature trails. Other neighboring 
parks with playground equipment

• Dodge park, Kensington, Hess Hathaway. I like that 
there are lots of things for small children to do.

• Kensington and island lake have nice walking and 
biking trails.

• kennsington - welcome everyone

• Kensington, Island Lake, Pontiac Rec, Proud Lake Each 
has its own uses. I like riding the bike trails and hiking.

• Kensington, VFW Wixom and the White Lake one. Big 
and spacious. Plenty of room and things to do.
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• Kensington Metropark - trail around the lake and 
nature trail

• Kensington state park due to the many options of 
things to do

• Kensington Metro trail

• Kensington, Rotary Park in Livonia

• Kensington metro park (2)

• Proud lake--the hiking trails, Kensingston --nature 
trail and picnic area for large groups

• Proud Lake, Kensington

• Kennsington, Golf and swiming, White Lake Oaks, Golf

• Kensington drive. And bike trails

• Kensington, activities.

• State and metro parks

• Scarlets playground in commerce. Amazing 
playground equipment. Kensington we like farm 
center and beach.

• Gilbert Willis Park the play structures, Kensington 
Meteoparks many different things for the entire 
family

OTHER PARKS

32 distinct parks names. Parks with 5 or more mentions include Hiram Sims (23), Dodge Park (20), Scarlett’s Playground 
(9), Richardson Center (9), Novi/Lakeshore Park (8), Milford Park (7), Hickory Glen (6), Gilbert Willis (5)

• Gilbert Willis, Scarlet's Playground 

• Hiram sims dislike that it is small and they've removed 
fitness equipment from trail and cut down many trees 

• Milford Park - good playground and picnic areas 

• Richardson Center, nice playground equipment for 
kids 

• Dodge park (like:scarlets playground l, trails), 
hickory glen (like: trails, baseball diamonds 
dislike: playground needs improvement), proud 
lake(like:trails),

• Waldenwoods 

• Hiram Sims park. It is the only park within reasonable 
walking distance with our dog 

• Potter Park/Lansing: like shade trees and biking trails 
with well marked signage. Arborteum in Ann Arbor: 
like peony garden and hiking thru paths and along 
the river 

• Simms Park and the one north of Glengary 

• Dodge park, Marshbank park; updated playground is 
way more attractive to kids and adults alike 

• Gunnar Metalla, Hiram Sims, Hickory Glen Ease of 
access for walking/biking.

• Dodge Park, inclusive playground equipment, safety 

• Hiram sims is close to my house and has a nice 
running path 

• West Bloomfield nature park.... I like the trails and the 
area for nature 

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• Maple Glenn, Island Lake, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
Dodge Park 

• hickory glen, proud lake. I like the mountain bike 
trails 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• The West Bloomfield park off Hiller Road is a nice one 
to take a walk in. Also the park off Green Lake Rd. 
Rarely, but sometimes Proud Lake Park 

• Commerce Dodge Park,

• Hickory Glen/Maple Glen 

• We visit Proud Lake and Island Lake for walking, 
hiking, and biking trails. We visit Hiram Sims Park in 
Walled Lake for walking and biking. We have also 
used the Michigan Airline Trail for walking and biking 
since it opened.

• Commerce Township Parks –

• Scarletts smile 

• Novi park behind the civic center. I like how big the 
play structure is. Dislike how there is no swings 

• Hiram Zim Park 

• Kensington , Novi Lake, Wixom 

• Walled Lake. Walking distance 
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• bark park in wixom, island lake gun range and silver 
lake state park. like them all 

• LOVE Scarletts Playground, awesome facility. 
Would like the Lakes Trail to connect to Proud Lake 
Campground. Would like sidewalk all the way around 
the lake and to the Dairy Twist.

• Marshbank Park, West Bloomfield because it is well 
kept, the bathrooms are available, and it has nice 
trails to walk.

• Clara Miller & Hiram in Commerce 

• SIMS 

• Hiram park we loved it 

• Tree Darm, Island Lake 

• Dodge Park- lots of equipment for all age groups 

• Dodge park - we like the play equipment, the pavilion 
and the fact that it’s secluded l. We also like Dodge 
#10 for the seclusion and pavilion. Both are very well 
maintained too 

• Milford Central Park, concerts 

• Northville Downs Park, Shiawassee Park, Novi Parks 
and Rec Park. All of these parks are huge and have 
tons of slides, climbing areas, is big and spread out 
but all connected. These parks can accommodate 
a large group of kids. Our park is so spread out, my 
kid runs from the slide across the park to sit on the 
rocking spring bike and then runs back. So it’s not 
very adult friendly or safe when you have multiple 
kids and they are running from one end to the next 
w/ non-existent traffic barrier.

• Scarlet’s Park, more playground equipment. Clara 
Miller is disjointed 

• Hiram sims. Great walking trail. And the park behind 
Richardson center. Love walking there.

• Dodge park love the variety of new equipment for 
the kids walled lake beach 

• Dodge parks, Kensington, harium, clean, great trails 

• Dodge park - great playground 

• Hines Park, Novi Lakeshore Park, Maybury 

• Oakland county park in Wixom at Lyon Oaks, and 
Kensington. And Hyram Sims.

• Richardson center, love the trail and play structure. 
Dodge park play structure is looking great. Hiram 
sims memorial park is well taken care of and is nice to 
walk/run around. Hess-Hathaway park is amazing to 
take kids to.

• Richardson center park and trails. Easy to acces, 
good parking, nice trails. Too many mosquitos. :) not 
enough seating 

• At willow rd and Hiller rd 

• Milford Central Park has great play structure. Hiram 
Simms has excellent walking trail. Richardson Center 
has excellent play structure.

• Scarlets Playground.. great play park for kids, and nice 
safe equipments.

• The Mary H Guest Elementary school playground as it 
is nicer and has more things for our Grandchildren to 
play on..

• Hiram Sims Park. Use the walking path. Attend 
concerts in the park.

• Milford dog park and trails around it; Nike park; 
Dodge Park 

• We visit the rails to trails, The trails behind the 
Richardson Center Hickory Glen, Maple Grove, The 
Milford trail system and dog park, Proud Lake, and 
Kensington. We visit these parks/trails to walk, ride 
our bikes, kayak, or to play with our dogs. We would 
use the Lakes Community Trail more often, however, 
there is no trail on South Commerce off of our street 
and it is very dangerous. We are very disappointed 
with this fact. and would like to see a continuous trail 
around the lake.

• Kensington, Maple Glen Both Well Maintained 

• Hiram Simms Park, Rail Trail, Both are easier to get 
access from home by walking or biking. We live on 
the east side of the lake off s. Commerce 

• Dodge Park, school playgrounds - safe play 
equipment 

• Scarlets playground in commerce. Amazing 
playground equipment. Kensington we like farm 
center and beach.

• Started going to Sara;s new part, the playground is 
beautiful 

• Kensington Metropark And Milford Paved Biking 
trails, island lake biking trails, length of trails, scenery 

• Wixom dog park, Dodge park 

• Commerce dodge park 

• Dodge park (2)

• Dodge 5. Good playground. Well kept grass and 
soccer fields

• Richardson Center, wooded trails. Dodge Park, soccer 
fields.

• Marsh bank Park - playground equipment Hess- 
Hathaway animals, equipment and giant sandbox

• Richardson center, the nature trail and playground ; 
dodge park
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• I love the Novi park on walled lake. Very nice 
structures and restrooms

• Dodge park, Kensington, Hess Hathaway. I like that 
there are lots of things for small children to do.

• Hiram sims, it’s closer to me than Clara Miller. I used to 
like the equipment along the trail but it got removed. 
I like the pond in the middle for being pretty and 
attracting wildlife while running. I like their summer 
Wednesday night concert series.

• Kensington, VFW Wixom and the White Lake one. Big 
and spacious. Plenty of room and things to do.

• Hiram Simms Park (3)

• Kensington, Rotary Park in Livonia

• Richardson center. Par. Hiram Sims

• Richardson center, newer play equipment

• Hiram sims— so many trees. Hines Park— the size, 
and seclusion.

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Gilbert Willis in WIxom. Playground equipment 
is safe and new, bathrooms are clean, pavilion is 
well maintained. Lakeshore Park in Novi, park is 
well maintained, bathrooms are clean, playground 
equipment is safe and new. They have running water 
founatains and a bike station.

• Marsh Bank Park in West Bloomfield. I love the 
playground equipment and the floating dock. 
Pavilion Park in Novi. I like the playground and scenic 
view of the lake. Wilbert Gillis Park in Wixom. The 
playground equipment is new and the bathroom are 
decent.

• Gilbert Willis in Wixom

• Plymouth neighborhood parks.

• Dodge Park, Proud Lake

• Mercer beach and Lakeshore Park

• Walled lake. They have a great bike trail. And nice rest 
areas

• Hess Hathway, hickory Glen, Scarlets playground

• Hiram Sims Memorial Park. We go there nearly 
every day. But there used to be workout equipment 
along the trail. We used it with our grandkids. Then 
suddenly in the summer of 2019, is was all removed. 
There is very little playground equipment there and 
it’s all very old.

• Richardson Center and Hickory Glen Park

• Gilbert Willis Park the play structures, Kensington 
Meteoparks many different things for the entire 
family

• Hiram sims (2)

• Mostly the local schools. Just for a change of 
equipment for the kids.
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TRAILS (WALKING, HIKING, & BIKING)

• Proud Lake, nice park, trees, trails, etc.

• Proud Lake Rec Area, Like the trails & ease of kayak & 
canoe access.

• Dodge park (like:scarlets playground l, trails), 
hickory glen (like: trails, baseball diamonds 
dislike: playground needs improvement), proud 
lake(like:trails),

• Potter Park/Lansing: like shade trees and biking trails 
with well marked signage. Arborteum in Ann Arbor: 
like peony garden and hiking thru paths and along 
the river 

• We love hiking trails, and park equipment designed 
for 7 - 12 year olds.

• Gunnar Metalla, Hiram Sims, Hickory Glen Ease of 
access for walking/biking.

• Hiram sims is close to my house and has a nice 
running path 

• West Bloomfield nature park.... I like the trails and the 
area for nature 

• Trails and pickleball courts 

• The West Bloomfield park off Hiller Road is a nice one 
to take a walk in. Also the park off Green Lake Rd. 
Rarely, but sometimes Proud Lake Park 

• Highland Lake Recreation for hiking 

• Richardson park and trails - well maintained 
equipment and trails. Decent parking.

• Kensington.wonderful biking and hiking 

• hiking trails and dog parks 

• We visit Proud Lake and Island Lake for walking, 
hiking, and biking trails. We visit Hiram Sims Park in 
Walled Lake for walking and biking. We have also 
used the Michigan Airline Trail for walking and biking 
since it opened.

• Island Lake, Kensington, Rail Trail 

• Bike trails that were the star clipper train trails 

• Proud lake — kayak launch and hiking trails.

• Excellent access. Walking and restroom facilities 

• LOVE Scarletts Playground, awesome facility. 
Would like the Lakes Trail to connect to Proud Lake 
Campground. Would like sidewalk all the way around 
the lake and to the Dairy Twist.

• Marshbank Park, West Bloomfield because it is well 
kept, the bathrooms are available, and it has nice 
trails to walk.

• Like the walking trails 

• Proud lake kayak put in - for kayaking. Love the airline 
trail for running and biking. I would like to have paths 
to get to it from Ladd and Benstein 

• Commerce two trail north of Glengary. Trail scenery 

• We like hiking and running trails 

• Kensington- lots of trails 

• hiking trails 

• state parks with hiking trails and camping on a lake 

• Kensington Metro park. Like the trails, and grassy 
areas overlooking the lake. Like the farm and nature 
areas.

• Kensington - walking 

• Kensington for walking & bike trails and beach 

• Kensington, Love the walking trails at the nature 
center.

• Love the new scarlets smile park for kids, other nature 
trails are incredible, boat launch to be double sided 
would help with flow of traffic 

• Hiram sims. Great walking trail. And the park behind 
Richardson center. Love walking there.

• Kensington-beautiful open spaces, nature, walking/
biking/hiking trails 

• Proud lake and the rr trail 

• Dodge parks, Kensington, harium, clean, great trails 

• Richardson center, love the trail and play structure. 
Dodge park play structure is looking great. Hiram 
sims memorial park is well taken care of and is nice to 
walk/run around. Hess-Hathaway park is amazing to 
take kids to.

• Proud lake like trails, and lake 

• Richardson center park and trails. Easy to acces, 
good parking, nice trails. Too many mosquitos. :) not 
enough seating 

• Milford Central Park has great play structure. Hiram 
Simms has excellent walking trail. Richardson Center 
has excellent play structure.

• Hiram Sims Park. Use the walking path. Attend 
concerts in the park.

• Low number of people, green space, bike trails, hiking 
through woods 
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• We visit the rails to trails, The trails behind the 
Richardson Center Hickory Glen, Maple Grove, The 
Milford trail system and dog park, Proud Lake, and 
Kensington. We visit these parks/trails to walk, ride 
our bikes, kayak, or to play with our dogs. We would 
use the Lakes Community Trail more often, however, 
there is no trail on South Commerce off of our street 
and it is very dangerous. We are very disappointed 
with this fact. and would like to see a continuous trail 
around the lake.

• Proud lake for hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. 
And Kensington Park for hiking.

• Trails that are useful 

• Play structures for kids, nice hiking and bike riding 
trails.

• Dog park, biking/hiking trails 

• Mayberry park trails Kensington park trails 

• Hiking trails at State Parks - I like that they are well 
marked trails.

• Hiram Simms Park, Rail Trail, Both are easier to get 
access from home by walking or biking. We live on 
the east side of the lake off s. Commerce 

• Kensington and Proud Lake. Trails, picnic amenities, 
beach, water slides 

• Proud Lake. Love the trails, kayaking access.

• Kensington, island lake, proud lake. Large areas to 
walk and ride 

• Proud Lake. Good trails.

• Need the WB trail PAVED. Need trail on S. Commerce 
South of Glengary. Many people walk/bike there and 
it is very unsafe.

• Hiram Sims Park in Walled Lake for walks and 
Lakeshore Park in Novi for Mountain Biking Trials. 
Also, Pontiac Lake Rex Area and Island Lake Rec Area 
for Mountain Biking

• I enjoy parks with nice upkept trails where I feel 
safe and, especially since I have children, I need to 
have a clean and reliable bathroom. Also enjoy safe 
playground equipment, it's nice to have equipment 
that is accessible for all kids. Also it's nice to have 
some benches and/or shade for the parents

• Kensington and island lake have nice walking and 
biking trails.

• Music in the park, trails and beauty

• Trails

• Beach and trails

• Kensington, Island Lake, Pontiac Rec, Proud Lake Each 
has its own uses. I like riding the bike trails and hiking.

• Kensington Metropark - trail around the lake and 
nature trail

• Trails that circle around. Our trails do not connect to s 
commerce in the village

• Kensington Metro trail

• Proud Lake State Park and I like the hiking trails.

• Proud lake, Lyon Oaks. Wide walking trails and almost 
not bicycles. Shared trails with pedestrian/dog 
walkers and bicycles rarely work well. Most trails are 
too narrow for easy passing

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Proud lake--the hiking trails, Kensingston --nature 
trail and picnic area for large groups

• Walled lake. They have a great bike trail. And nice rest 
areas

• Island lake state park. Beach, trails

• Kensington, decent parking, lots of nature trails

• BIKING SPECIFIC

• Potter Park/Lansing: like shade trees and biking trails 
with well marked signage. Arborteum in Ann Arbor: 
like peony garden and hiking thru paths and along 
the river 

• Mountain bike trails 

• Lyon oaks, airline trail....I love paved pathways for 
biking 

• hickory glen, proud lake. I like the mountain bike 
trails 

• We are cyclists and enjoy well maintained trails. Good 
surface (asphalt, packed limestone), restrooms (an 
issue with Covid I know) place to stop for a break like 
a pavilions, even business or restaurant.

• We have visited most neighboring parks with 
mountain biking trails and/or lake access (the closets 
being hickory glen and Novi tree farm). Parks with 
well maintained trail and clear signage are a major 
plus (especially if the trails are fun and technical).

• Visit county and state parks with mountain biking or 
well maintained lake beach access 

• More bike paths 

• Mountain bike trails. Proud Lk & Hickory Glen MTB 
trails souls have connecting mountain bike trail 
through the village 

• Kensington for walking & bike trails and beach 
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• Low number of people, green space, bike trails, hiking 
through woods 

• Kensington Metropark And Milford Paved Biking 
trails, island lake biking trails, length of trails, scenery 

• Hiram Sims Park in Walled Lake for walks and 
Lakeshore Park in Novi for Mountain Biking Trials. 
Also, Pontiac Lake Rex Area and Island Lake Rec Area 
for Mountain Biking

• Island lake. Like the biking, both road and mountain

• Kensington, lots of nature trails. Other neighboring 
parks with playground equipment

• Hiram sims, it’s closer to me than Clara Miller. I used to 
like the equipment along the trail but it got removed. 
I like the pond in the middle for being pretty and 
attracting wildlife while running. I like their summer 
Wednesday night concert series.

• Music in the park, trails and beauty

• Kensington Metropark - trail around the lake and 
nature trail

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.

• Hiram sims— so many trees. Hines Park— the size, 
and seclusion.

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Marsh Bank Park in West Bloomfield. I love the 
playground equipment and the floating dock. 
Pavilion Park in Novi. I like the playground and scenic 
view of the lake. Wilbert Gillis Park in Wixom. The 
playground equipment is new and the bathroom are 
decent.

• Kensington, decent parking, lots of nature trails

SCENERY / NATURAL AREAS

• Proud Lake, nice park, trees, trails, etc.

• Potter Park/Lansing: like shade trees and biking trails 
with well marked signage. Arborteum in Ann Arbor: 
like peony garden and hiking thru paths and along 
the river 

• beautiful view of the lakes and landscaping around 
them 

• West Bloomfield nature park.... I like the trails and the 
area for nature 

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• Kensington Metro park. Like the trails, and grassy 
areas overlooking the lake. Like the farm and nature 
areas.

• Kensington-beautiful open spaces, nature, walking/
biking/hiking trails 

• Kensington, the open outdoor feeling 

• Beauty 

• Low number of people, green space, bike trails, hiking 
through woods 

• Proud Lake. Love the nature.

• Kensington Park. We love the nature and land without 
to much extras 

• Mainly state parks or metro parks, like the scenery, 
access to lakes, more hands on things to do.

• Richardson Center, wooded trails. Dodge Park, soccer 
fields.

• Richardson center, the nature trail and playground ; 
dodge park

• Proud lake, Lyon Oaks. Wide walking trails and almost 
not bicycles. Shared trails with pedestrian/dog 
walkers and bicycles rarely work well. Most trails are 
too narrow for easy passing

• Availability of a beach. Less traffic on roads to ride 
bikes.

• Proud lake state park. We frequently bike through 
there. Very sandy trail but it gets us to Milford

• Kensington drive. And bike trails
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LAKES, BEACH & SWIMMING, BOATING

• Proud Lake Rec Area, Like the trails & ease of kayak & 
canoe access.

• Kensington- like the beach 

• Proud Lake Hiking Kayaking 

• We have visited most neighboring parks with 
mountain biking trails and/or lake access (the closets 
being hickory glen and Novi tree farm). Parks with 
well maintained trail and clear signage are a major 
plus (especially if the trails are fun and technical).

• Visit county and state parks with mountain biking or 
well maintained lake beach access 

• Pontiac Lake, Proud Lake, Kensington. Facilities, 
beaches 

• Proud lake — kayak launch and hiking trails.

• Proud lake kayak put in - for kayaking. Love the airline 
trail for running and biking. I would like to have paths 
to get to it from Ladd and Benstein 

• We visit island lake, and the fishing area off of wixom 
road to kayak 

• state parks with hiking trails and camping on a lake 

• Kensington for walking & bike trails and beach 

• Love the new scarlets smile park for kids, other nature 
trails are incredible, boat launch to be double sided 
would help with flow of traffic 

• Dodge park love the variety of new equipment for 
the kids walled lake beach 

• Proud lake like trails, and lake 

• We visit the rails to trails, The trails behind the 
Richardson Center Hickory Glen, Maple Grove, The 
Milford trail system and dog park, Proud Lake, and 
Kensington. We visit these parks/trails to walk, ride 
our bikes, kayak, or to play with our dogs. We would 
use the Lakes Community Trail more often, however, 
there is no trail on South Commerce off of our street 
and it is very dangerous. We are very disappointed 
with this fact. and would like to see a continuous trail 
around the lake.

• Proud lake for hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. 
And Kensington Park for hiking.

• Kensington and Proud Lake. Trails, picnic amenities, 
beach, water slides 

• Beaches and safe lake access 

• Mainly state parks or metro parks, like the scenery, 
access to lakes, more hands on things to do.

• Beach and trails

• Availability of a beach. Less traffic on roads to ride 
bikes.

• Island lake state park. Beach, trails

• Kennsington, Golf and swiming, White Lake Oaks, Golf

• Proud Lake. Love the trails, kayaking access.

CAMPING, HUNTING & FISHING

• Fishing 

• Go to state and county parks to go camping.

• state parks with hiking trails and camping on a lake 

• Proud lake for hiking, biking, kayaking and camping. 
And Kensington Park for hiking.

• Camping is why we go

• State Parks, Camping

• Camping

• Proud Lake State Recreation Area, I utilize it for 
hunting, running, hiking, fishing, and camping.

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.
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SAFETY & MAINTENANCE

• Dodge Park, inclusive playground equipment, safety 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• Richardson park and trails - well maintained 
equipment and trails. Decent parking.

• We have visited most neighboring parks with 
mountain biking trails and/or lake access (the closets 
being hickory glen and Novi tree farm). Parks with 
well maintained trail and clear signage are a major 
plus (especially if the trails are fun and technical).

• Marshbank Park, West Bloomfield because it is well 
kept, the bathrooms are available, and it has nice 
trails to walk.

• Dodge park - we like the play equipment, the pavilion 
and the fact that it’s secluded l. We also like Dodge 
#10 for the seclusion and pavilion. Both are very well 
maintained too 

• Dodge parks, Kensington, harium, clean, great trails 

• Kensington Metropark; well maintained pavement 
and mowed surfaces 

• Scarlets Playground.. great play park for kids, and nice 
safe equipments.

• Kensington, Maple Glen Both Well Maintained 

• I like that they have real (i.e.: commercially 
constructed and safety certified play equipment and 
multiple pieces of playground equipment. All in good 
repair 

• Need the WB trail PAVED. Need trail on S. Commerce 
South of Glengary. Many people walk/bike there and 
it is very unsafe.

• Well maintained.

• Gilbert Willis in WIxom. Playground equipment 
is safe and new, bathrooms are clean, pavilion is 
well maintained. Lakeshore Park in Novi, park is 
well maintained, bathrooms are clean, playground 
equipment is safe and new. They have running water 
founatains and a bike station.

• Dodge Park, school playgrounds - safe play 
equipment

VARIETY/NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES

• Just something different 

• Kensington- selections 

• Mainly state parks or metro parks, like the scenery, 
access to lakes, more hands on things to do.

• Kensington, available activities

• Various

• Dodge park, Kensington, Hess Hathaway. I like that 
there are lots of things for small children to do.

• Kensington, VFW Wixom and the White Lake one. Big 
and spacious. Plenty of room and things to do.

• Kensington state park due to the many options of 
things to do

• Available activities

• Kensington, activities.

• SIZE OF PARK

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• Northville Downs Park, Shiawassee Park, Novi Parks 
and Rec Park. All of these parks are huge and have 
tons of slides, climbing areas, is big and spread out 
but all connected. These parks can accommodate 
a large group of kids. Our park is so spread out, my 
kid runs from the slide across the park to sit on the 
rocking spring bike and then runs back. So it’s not 
very adult friendly or safe when you have multiple 
kids and they are running from one end to the next 
w/ non-existent traffic barrier.

• Kensington, island lake, proud lake. Large areas to 
walk and ride 

• Kensington, VFW Wixom and the White Lake one. Big 
and spacious. Plenty of room and things to do.

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.

• Hiram sims— so many trees. Hines Park— the size, 
and seclusion.
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PROXIMITY

• Walled Lake. Walking distance 

• To many to list but most of them within 20 minutes 
because our parks do not compare. we would love 
some type of water pad please re 

• Hiram sims, it’s closer to me than Clara Miller. I used to 
like the equipment along the trail but it got removed. 
I like the pond in the middle for being pretty and 
attracting wildlife while running. I like their summer 
Wednesday night concert series. 

TENNIS & PICKLEBALL

• Pickle ball court (2)

• Trails and pickleball courts 

• Gilbert Willis Park the play structures, Kensington 
Meteoparks many different things for the entire 
family 

• Tennis courts playground equipment splash pad

SPLASH PAD / WATER PARK

• Kensington because spray park 

• Metro parks. For the water park 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• Novi Splash Pad 

• We visit a variety of playgrounds with more updated 
playground equipment. Splash pads are also a huge 
draw for our kids 

• To many to list but most of them within 20 minutes 
because our parks do not compare. we would love 
some type of water pad please re 

• Splash pad 

• Tennis courts playground equipment splash pad

• Splash pads in farmington hills and canton

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.

BATHROOM

• South Higgins State Park - there are multiple play 
areas and bathrooms are clean and open to use 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• We are cyclists and enjoy well maintained trails. Good 
surface (asphalt, packed limestone), restrooms (an 
issue with Covid I know) place to stop for a break like 
a pavilions, even business or restaurant.

• Excellent access. Walking and restroom facilities 

• Marshbank Park, West Bloomfield because it is well 
kept, the bathrooms are available, and it has nice 
trails to walk.

• I enjoy parks with nice upkept trails where I feel 
safe and, especially since I have children, I need to 
have a clean and reliable bathroom. Also enjoy safe 
playground equipment, it’s nice to have equipment 
that is accessible for all kids. Also it’s nice to have 
some benches and/or shade for the parents

• I love the Novi park on walled lake. Very nice 
structures and restrooms

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Gilbert Willis in WIxom. Playground equipment 
is safe and new, bathrooms are clean, pavilion is 
well maintained. Lakeshore Park in Novi, park is 
well maintained, bathrooms are clean, playground 
equipment is safe and new. They have running water 
founatains and a bike station.

• Marsh Bank Park in West Bloomfield. I love the 
playground equipment and the floating dock. 
Pavilion Park in Novi. I like the playground and scenic 
view of the lake. Wilbert Gillis Park in Wixom. The 
playground equipment is new and the bathroom are 
decent. 

A
 - Public N

otices
B - Parks &

 Rec Board 
Resolution

C - M
inutes of Public 

H
earing

D
 - Village Council 

Resolution
E - Letters of 
Transm

ittal
F - Public Input 

Sum
m

ary
G

 - Concept Plans
H

 - Clara M
iller Park 

M
aster Plan



112 - APPENDIX F - PUBLIC INPUT - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

PLAYGROUND

• Milford Park - good playground and picnic areas 

• Dodge park (like:scarlets playground l, trails), 
hickory glen (like: trails, baseball diamonds 
dislike: playground needs improvement), proud 
lake(like:trails),

• South Higgins State Park - there are multiple play 
areas and bathrooms are clean and open to use 

• Richardson Center, nice playground equipment for 
kids 

• We love hiking trails, and park equipment designed 
for 7 - 12 year olds.

• Dodge park, Marshbank park; updated playground is 
way more attractive to kids and adults alike 

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• Milford, Hess Hathaway, Kensington, Island 
Lake, Proud Lake, Heritage. Like cleanliness. 
open restrooms, safety from main roads, quality 
equipment, splash pads.

• Novi park behind the civic center. I like how big the 
play structure is. Dislike how there is no swings 

• LOVE Scarletts Playground, awesome facility. 
Would like the Lakes Trail to connect to Proud Lake 
Campground. Would like sidewalk all the way around 
the lake and to the Dairy Twist.

• We visit a variety of playgrounds with more updated 
playground equipment. Splash pads are also a huge 
draw for our kids 

• Dodge Park- lots of equipment for all age groups 

• Dodge park - we like the play equipment, the pavilion 
and the fact that it’s secluded l. We also like Dodge 
#10 for the seclusion and pavilion. Both are very well 
maintained too 

• Scarlet’s Park, more playground equipment. Clara 
Miller is disjointed 

• Playscapes that contain small children, nature 

• Love the new scarlets smile park for kids, other nature 
trails are incredible, boat launch to be double sided 
would help with flow of traffic 

• Mostly the local schools. Just for a change of 
equipment for the kids.

• Dodge park love the variety of new equipment for 
the kids walled lake beach 

• Dodge park - great playground 

• Richardson center, love the trail and play structure. 
Dodge park play structure is looking great. Hiram 
sims memorial park is well taken care of and is nice to 
walk/run around. Hess-Hathaway park is amazing to 
take kids to.

• Milford Central Park has great play structure. Hiram 
Simms has excellent walking trail. Richardson Center 
has excellent play structure.

• The Mary H Guest Elementary school playground as it 
is nicer and has more things for our Grandchildren to 
play on..

• Play structures for kids, nice hiking and bike riding 
trails.

• I like that they have real (i.e.: commercially 
constructed and safety certified play equipment and 
multiple pieces of playground equipment. All in good 
repair 

• Gilbert Willis Park the play structures, Kensington 
Meteoparks many different things for the entire 
family 

• Tennis courts playground equipment splash pad

• Marsh bank Park - playground equipment Hess- 
Hathaway animals, equipment and giant sandbox

• Kensington, lots of nature trails. Other neighboring 
parks with playground equipment

• I enjoy parks with nice upkept trails where I feel 
safe and, especially since I have children, I need to 
have a clean and reliable bathroom. Also enjoy safe 
playground equipment, it's nice to have equipment 
that is accessible for all kids. Also it's nice to have 
some benches and/or shade for the parents

• I love the Novi park on walled lake. Very nice 
structures and restrooms

• Playgrounds, pavilions

• Better playground equipment for older kids.

• Soft landing barriers

• Richardson center, newer play equipment

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Gilbert Willis in WIxom. Playground equipment 
is safe and new, bathrooms are clean, pavilion is 
well maintained. Lakeshore Park in Novi, park is 
well maintained, bathrooms are clean, playground 
equipment is safe and new. They have running water 
founatains and a bike station.
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• Marsh Bank Park in West Bloomfield. I love the 
playground equipment and the floating dock. 
Pavilion Park in Novi. I like the playground and scenic 
view of the lake. Wilbert Gillis Park in Wixom. The 
playground equipment is new and the bathroom are 
decent.

• Hiram Sims Memorial Park. We go there nearly 
every day. But there used to be workout equipment 
along the trail. We used it with our grandkids. Then 
suddenly in the summer of 2019, is was all removed. 
There is very little playground equipment there and 
it’s all very old.

• Started going to Sara;s new part, the playground is 
beautiful

• Scarlets playground in commerce. Amazing 
playground equipment. Kensington we like farm 
center and beach.

ACCESSIBLE / INCLUSIVE

• Dodge Park, inclusive playground equipment, safety 

• All Commerce Twp, Kensington, Proud Lake, 
expansive, natural, new equipment, well maintained, 
inclusive 

• I enjoy parks with nice upkept trails where I feel 
safe and, especially since I have children, I need to 
have a clean and reliable bathroom. Also enjoy safe 
playground equipment, it's nice to have equipment 
that is accessible for all kids. Also it's nice to have 
some benches and/or shade for the parents

EXERCISE EQUIPMENT

• Hiram sims, it’s closer to me than Clara Miller. I used to 
like the equipment along the trail but it got removed. 
I like the pond in the middle for being pretty and 
attracting wildlife while running. I like their summer 
Wednesday night concert series.

• Hiram Sims Memorial Park. We go there nearly 
every day. But there used to be workout equipment 
along the trail. We used it with our grandkids. Then 
suddenly in the summer of 2019, is was all removed. 
There is very little playground equipment there and 
it’s all very old.

PARKING

• Richardson park and trails - well maintained 
equipment and trails. Decent parking.

• Richardson center park and trails. Easy to acces, 
good parking, nice trails. Too many mosquitos. :) not 
enough seating 

• Kensington, pucknick areas, parking 

• Kensington, decent parking, lots of nature trails

ACTIVE SPORTS

• Dodge park (like:scarlets playground l, trails), 
hickory glen (like: trails, baseball diamonds 
dislike: playground needs improvement), proud 
lake(like:trails),

• Baseball 

• Richardson Center, wooded trails. Dodge Park, soccer 
fields.

DOG PARK

• Hiram Sims park. It is the only park within reasonable 
walking distance with our dog 

• hiking trails and dog parks 

• bark park in wixom, island lake gun range and silver 
lake state park. like them all 

• Highland Rec State Park Field Trial areas - love the 
open space to run my dog. Kensington and Indian 
Springs Metroparks - primarily for golf.

• Milford dog park and trails around it; Nike park; 
Dodge Park 

• Dog park, biking/hiking trails 

• Lyon Township Dog Park 

• Kensington and Lyon Oaks Dog Park

• Lyon Oaks, we love having a dog park

GOLF

• Highland Rec State Park Field Trial areas - love the 
open space to run my dog. Kensington and Indian 
Springs Metroparks - primarily for golf.

• Kennsington, Golf and swiming, White Lake Oaks, Golf
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PAVILIONS, PICNIC FACILITIES, BENCHES, & 
OTHER AMENITIES

• Milford Park - good playground and picnic areas 

• We are cyclists and enjoy well maintained trails. Good 
surface (asphalt, packed limestone), restrooms (an 
issue with Covid I know) place to stop for a break like 
a pavilions, even business or restaurant.

• Dodge park - we like the play equipment, the pavilion 
and the fact that it’s secluded l. We also like Dodge 
#10 for the seclusion and pavilion. Both are very well 
maintained too 

• Kensington, pucknick areas, parking 

• Kensington and Proud Lake. Trails, picnic amenities, 
beach, water slides 

• I enjoy parks with nice upkept trails where I feel 
safe and, especially since I have children, I need to 
have a clean and reliable bathroom. Also enjoy safe 
playground equipment, it's nice to have equipment 
that is accessible for all kids. Also it's nice to have 
some benches and/or shade for the parents

• Playgrounds, pavilions

• Walled Lake has a wonderful walking area where 
13 mile ends. Great place to bring my dog, great 
uno stricter view of lake, very open, great views, 
wonderful bathrooms, play area, pavilion.

• Gilbert Willis in WIxom. Playground equipment 
is safe and new, bathrooms are clean, pavilion is 
well maintained. Lakeshore Park in Novi, park is 
well maintained, bathrooms are clean, playground 
equipment is safe and new. They have running water 
founatains and a bike station.

• Proud lake--the hiking trails, Kensingston --nature 
trail and picnic area for large groups

PROGRAMMING

• Milford Central Park, concerts 

• Hiram Sims Park. Use the walking path. Attend 
concerts in the park.

• Hiram sims, it’s closer to me than Clara Miller. I used to 
like the equipment along the trail but it got removed. 
I like the pond in the middle for being pretty and 
attracting wildlife while running. I like their summer 
Wednesday night concert series.

• Music in the park, trails and beauty

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.

OTHER

• Kensington. Disc golf 

• Kensington Metro park. Like the trails, and grassy 
areas overlooking the lake. Like the farm and nature 
areas.

• A lot of the parks seem very basic at best we all know 
there is one good park people like to visit the parks 
them self's are small and almost useless even with 
additions 

• Kensington. Love the farm and living history village 

• Amenia park is kind of a joke. One slide? wood 
stumps to hop around on? No one goes there... there 
is nothing there for anyone. I know iit is small but this 
needs improving or we wasted our money. Basketball 
hoop on pavement perhaps in place of stumps.

• Marsh bank Park - playground equipment Hess- 
Hathaway animals, equipment and giant sandbox

• Dislike overcrowding that comes with bigger 
amenities. Do like the splash pad, archery range, kids 
nature/ conservation programs. We camp at least 
once a year at state parks to remind everyone to 
unplug and not take for granted nature. That feeling 
is part of what helped us to decide to purchase our 
home in Wolverine Lake, it's an extension of our 
outdoor life without hours of driving.
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Q12: How do you typically travel to your local parks? Choose all that apply.

Answer Responses Percent

Walk 235 64.2%

Drive 225 61.5%

Bike 178 48.6%

Total Responses 638

Q13: What types of activities do you or your family members participate in? Note that this can include any facility, not just 
Wolverine Lake’s. Choose all that apply.

Answer Responses Percent

Walking & trail sports (e.g. 
walking, jogging, cycling, 
rollerblading, etc.)

312 84.8%

Street or casual biking 230 62.5%

Farmer's market 225 61.1%

Canoeing / kayaking 213 57.9%

Outdoor park activities / 
playground 202 54.9%

Nature activities (e.g. nature 
walks, bird watching, 
stargazing, etc.)

175 47.6%

Dog park / dog walking 171 46.5%

Movie nights or concerts in 
the park 157 42.7%

Aquatics (e.g. swimming, 
splash pad) 156 42.4%

Picnicking 153 41.6%

Off-trail / rustic hiking 128 34.8%

Sledding 121 32.9%

Field sports (e.g. football, 
baseball, soccer, etc.) 116 31.5%

Golf 116 31.5%

Answer Responses Percent

Court sports (e.g. tennis, 
basketball, pickleball, 
volleyball, etc.)

111 30.2%

Mountain biking 103 28.0%

Skiing (cross country or 
alpine) 72 19.6%

Painting / photography / 
sculpture 64 17.4%

Educational programming 
(e.g. skills workshops, nature 
ID, etc.)

63 17.1%

Kite flying 56 15.2%

Disc golf 50 13.6%

Figure skating / hockey 48 13.0%

Senior programs 35 9.5%

Community gardening 34 9.2%

Horseback riding 33 9.0%

Skateboarding 28 7.6%

Geocacheing 21 5.7%

Other (Please specify) 22 6.0%

Total Responses 3,215

Other Responses

• Concerts
• Camping
• Hunting, fishing, shooting sports (firearm and 

archery)
• Fishing
• Softball (2)
• Soccer
• Tennis and pickleball
• Pickle ball court
• Pickleball (2)
• Bocce Ball, Pickle Ball

• Also get picked up a lot by friends and taken to 
another destination

• BMX Bike Track
• miniture golf
• Camping
• photography
• grandkids play
• putt putt
• Snow shoe paths
• Dance
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Q14: Which of the following amenities would you like to see more of or improved in Wolverine Lake parks? Choose all that 
apply.

Answer Responses Percent

Multi-use walking/biking 
paths (i.e. 10'-wide paved 
pathways)

219 61.0%

Bathrooms 201 56.0%

Rustic walking paths (i.e. 6 to 
8' crushed limestone or wood 
chip paths)

147 40.9%

Playground structures 140 39.0%

Drinking fountains 131 36.5%

Splash pad 125 34.8%

Natural areas 115 32.0%

Fitness / exercise trails 113 31.5%

Picnic areas and pavilions 107 29.8%

Dog parks 105 29.2%

Bike racks 77 21.4%

Community Center 77 21.4%

Answer Responses Percent

Amphitheater / stage 72 20.1%

Sled hills 69 19.2%

Mountain biking trails 68 18.9%

Indoor gym & fitness facility 68 18.9%

Ice skating rink (outdoor) 62 17.3%

Sand volleyball courts 52 14.5%

Cross-country ski trails 44 12.3%

Disc golf 41 11.4%

Pickleball courts 41 11.4%

Tennis courts 39 10.9%

Basketball courts 27 7.5%

Soccer fields 23 6.4%

Skate park 21 5.8%

Baseball fields 20 5.6%

Other (Please specify) 24 6.70%

Total Responses 2,228

Other Responses

• Please provide a safe biking trail along South 
Commerce Rd. I live in Indiana St. and would like 
to walk or bike to the Lakes Community Trail and 
Clara Miller Park but there is no safe route for me 
to take to do so. It would be great if we could bike 
safely around the perimeter of Wolverine Lake.

• Trail to link up points on South commerce road
• paved walking path on South Commerce Rd on 

other side of Glengary up to Decker.
• Complete the biking/walking trail between 

Glengary Rd. and Helmsford. So many people and 
kids ride the dangerous shoulder trying to go all 
the way around the lake.

• Path along s. Commerce road from Glengary to 
Caya

• Continue bike/walking path on commerce road!
• Sidewalk all the way around the lake and to the 

Dairy Twist. Also connect to the Airline trail from 
Wolverine Lake

• Community Beach
• Lake side Parks
• Kayaking or canoeing
• Fishing

• like them the way they are.
• Shooting ranges
• Love to see fences at Baseball/Softball Fields
• A mini dock at the parks to get picked up or 

dropped off or even fish
• BMX Track for kids
• We have the right amount. We do NOT need 

anymore increased traffic in the village
• Repairing Bike walking paths. Roots from trees 

are pushing up the path.
• Preservation of large trees
• Outdoor fitness facility
• Programs such as yoga in the park, educational 

sessions like star gazing
• huning
• We need handicap accessibility in all our parks. & 

road endings not only to benefit our residents but 
to comply with ADA-I am completely disabled & 
unable to enjoy any of the recreational activities 
& parks mentioned. Also need wheelchair 
accessibility at road endings

• Golf (short 9 hole)
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Q15: How frequently do you walk, jog, or cycle for exercise or recreation?

Answer Responses Percent

Daily 159 43.3%

Once or twice weekly 123 33.5%

Once or twice monthly 59 16.1%

Rarely or never 26 7.1%

Total Responses 367

Q16: Do you use Wolverine Lake’s non-motorized facilities for exercise or recreation?

Answer Yes No

Lakes Community Trail 260 (73.2%) 95 (26.8%)

Vita Trail 192 (55.5%) 154 (44.5%)

United Communities Walkway 179 (51.4%) 169 (48.6%)

Q17: Would you like to see the sidewalk and trail network in Wolverine Lake expanded?

Answer Responses Percent

Yes 290 79.2%

No 76 20.8%

Total Responses 366

Q18: The Wolverine Lake Park and Recreation Board sponsors several different community events throughout the year. Do you 
take advantage of any of the programs or events held in Wolverine Lake?

Answer Yes No

Bus Trips 63 (18.2%) 284 (81.8%)

Tuesdays in the Park 144 (41.3%) 205 (58.7%)

Snacks with Santa 71 (20.5%) 276 (79.5%)

Bunny Luncheon 69 (19.9%) 277 (80.1%)

Corn Roast 240 (68.0%) 113 (32.0%)

Tiki Night 299 (83.1%) 61 (16.9%)

Fireworks 330 (90.9%) 33 (9.1%)

Fishing Contest 77 (22.3%) 269 (77.7%)

Garage Sale 174  (50.3%) 172 (49.7%)
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Q19: Do you participate in any special events or programs held in surrounding communities? 

Q20: If yes, which community, which program, and what do you like or dislike about it?

Answer Responses Percent

Yes 148 41.5%

No 209 58.5%

Total Responses 357

116 unique entries were received to this question. General programs or events mentioned five or more times include 
concerts in the park (29), farmer’s market/market days (25), Milford Memories (9), art fairs (9), fireworks (7), movies in 
the park (5), and parades (5).

• Milford Memories - like the festival and crafters.
• Like Farmers Markets in other areas
• Buttefly6
• Livonia Spree, art fairs, etc.
• Milford Memories
• Are fairs in various cities. Northville had a nice 

one.
• Walled Lake Market Day and Wixom Summer 

Concerts
• Festivals
• Walled lake, Wixom
• We have enjoyed some programs in Salem and 

South Lyon, near my sister. And in northville near 
my parents.

• Farmers market in walled lake and Farmington 
hills is nicely set up. Splash pad

• Movies in the park, petting zoo
• Concerts in the park in walled lake, walled lake 

beach party. They have more appeal to adults 
without children.

• Walled Lake - Public beach and music in the park 
at Hiram Sims and in Novi on the lake

• Oakland County Concerts and Walled Lake 
Farmer's Market

• farmers markets
• Wixom food and beer and music events
• Community baseball fundraiser trips to the casino
• Packing for the troops!!!
• Milford memories
• More concerts in the park
• Milford parades
• Pumpkin fest has bounce houses and festival 

games
• MIlford, MIlford Memories, parades, etc
• Love tiki night and the corn roast. Because it’s the 

same every year— I can count on it
• Walled Lake Fireworks 

• We love car shows & go to Walled lake & Multi 
lakes shows all the time. Love the fish fry on 
fridays too at ML.

• Plymouth art fair, neighboring farmers markets
• Fireworks at Sherwood with friends
• Memorial day Parades
• Rochester arts & Apples
• wixom movies in the park are fun
• Milford - Milford memories, Farmer's market, 

Walled Lake, Farmers Market
• Commerce and Wixom Concerts in the Park -
• Walled Lake Concerts in the Park, the Talent 

Memorial Day Parade.
• Dodge park/ Wixom concerts
• Wixom Fridays in the park. Great community 

gathering.
• Activities happening around the lake
• Farmers Market
• Tollgate-Gardening
• Pumpkin fest south Lyon like fall activities. 

Panther hunt in wixom so fun for Halloween
• Farmer markets
• Rockin Under the Stars
• Milford Farmers market- large selection, music, 

local shops open, sometimes a band, variety of 
products

• Wixom does a wonderful job
• West Bloomfield concerts in the park. Quality 

music groups presented
• Food truck rally, festivals, markets
• Milford Memories, Music in parks, Market days
• art in the park in commerce - like art shows!!! and 

walled lake beach party and fireworks - like the 
music and closed off street fair experience that 
increases feelings of community!

• Wixom - Movies (2)
• concerts in the park oakland county and wixom
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• Milford Memories and Milford Memorial Day 
parade 

• We attend Music in the Park in Plymouth and 
Farmington. We buy our spices, produce, and 
plants at the Eastern Market in Detroit. We attend 
art fairs in Plymouth and Ann Arbor. We bring 
our dogs to the dog park in Milford. We attend 
endless community events in Ann Arbor.

• Farmington Founders Festival, Milford Memories - 
festival atmosphere, MUSIC

• Walled Lake street fairs
• sensory-friendly, special-needs programming for 

the autistic community
• Walled Lake fireworks.
• Concert/music in Wixom. We love to sit outside 

and listen to music in the summer.
• Walled Lake Farmer market and trail bike riding
• Walled 'll farmers mkt
• Tiki night, the beauty and ambience of the event
• Walked lake fireworks - needs better accessibility 

for pedestrians/foot traffic
• Varies; car shows, farmers markets
• commerce senior center, Richardson- convenient, 

friendly, helpful,, provides exercise activities; 
dislike : no pickleball

• Milford concerts in the park
• Oakland county and Plymouth farmers market
• Wixom concerts, many many parks art fair
• Market day, walled lake
• Market day, farmers market
• South lyon pumpkinfest is accommodating 

towards adults and chikdernnof all
• various farmers markets, hiking and biking trails
• Wixom has a great community program
• Milford concert in the park is great!
• Novi. They offer sooo much from dance lessons, 

art classes, they have big Easter hunts with sign 
up for cheap, we do their mom and me Tea 
event, their daddy daughter dance, they partner 
with Tollgate Farms so we have gone every year 
to their October Fest. Northville/Plymouth for 
bestfarmers markets.

• Love the skate park in Howell but wish we had a 
BMX track... No one has one

• Concerts
• Wixom Thursday night concert
• Novi MSU farm hayride and pumpkin patch
• adult education

• Walled lake- gatherings downtown where they 
close the street

• Tiki night
• Plymouth and Northville outdoor concerts
• commerce walking trails, longs park on 14 mile
• Outdoor concerts, family picnics etc. often in 

Milford or Wixom
• West Bloomfield. They have bus transportation for 

seniors to cultural events in downtown Detroit
• Farmers market
• Novi, walled lale, wixom
• Zoo events
• Milford farmers market and amphitheater
• Walled Lake fireworks - easy access
• Wixom - Thursday concerts - like how its free and 

most of the music has been good.
• Walled Lake Farmers Market and Huron Valley 

Pools & Recreation. Opportunities to be outside 
and bike, hike, or walk in a safe way.

• State Fairs Oakland and Monroe
• adult education
• Concerts in the park - Commerce, dodge park, 

wixom
• Wixom, walled lake,northville, novi. Market days 

where they have arts & crafts booths and food.
• Outside Concerts - Commerce, Milford, West 

Bloomfield
• Milford outdoor concerts
• commerce concert in the park
• Eastern market...variety it provides
• Commerce township
• Milford music in the park Howell Melon festival 

Howell balloon festival Milford Memories
• Commerce
• Fireworks, live the show hate the parking
• Packing Party
• walled lake, outdoor movies, kids activities etc
• Plymouth Art in the Park, and Music in the Park
• Walled Lake farmers market. i don’t like it on wed. 

morning. can’t always make it.
• Wixom, Northville
• Wixom concert series, walled lake tree lighting 

ceremony
• farmers market, other music in parks eventsq
• Library classes, outdoor toddler classes
• Milford Art Fair in August
• Fridays in the park (Richardson community ctr)
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Q21: Should Wolverine Lake offer additional recreation programming?

Answer Responses Percent

Yes 134 39.1%

No 209 60.9%

Total Responses 343

Q22: If yes, what programs would you like to see offered?

90 unique responses were received. Suggestions with five or more responses include arts & craft fair (10), music 
festivals/concerts in the park (10), fitness/yoga (10), farmer’s market/market days (8), and children’s programs/
educational programs (7).

• Not sure. I know, not very helpful.
• Community get togethers like a dance or movie 

nights
• I like the variety of options even if we don't 

always take advantage of them. It makes the 
community more desirable to live in.

• Children community service days 1 or 2 a month. 
To get village kids active and get them volunteer 
hours for school

• Teen / tween type events
• Jr Golf for kids
• Music & food festivals
• Learn to build, painting classes, mommy and 

me gatherings, gardening classes or community 
gardening. Community fitness classes

• I really liked the kids programs they offered last 
summer!

• Things that aren’t so children focused. Not that 
kids can’t come, but things for adults that don’t 
have kids would be interested in.

• More that EVERYONE can do, not just the 
'privileged' people that live ON the lake... THERE 
ARE A LOT OF US THAT DONT. This community is 
very divided and people are treated differently 
by other community members...sad, had I known 
it was this bad, I would have bought a house 
somewhere else

• Fishing events for kids. A learn to fish event
• Art fair, ox roast/ pig roast, organized bike rides 

with dinner destination.
• Organized bike events, snow shoe, organized 

kayak
• Street hockey or soccer for kids at local park 

discounted something like that
• Kayaking and canoeing
• Adult and kids soccer, baseball
• Swimming lessons for kids
• Car shows

• Fitness programs, Walking/running clubs, Sports 
clinics, Nature programs, Events for adults

• Adult Softball league
• The walking wine/art tour a few years ago was 

really fun and cool. Stuff like that!
• Water safety course. We used to have one held at 

the public launch with our officers. It was good 
for all the community that would be going out on 
the lake.

• Community gardens, exercise programs
• Halloween activities
• Dog park or designated and fenced area for dogs 

with walking trails
• Art fairs; more events like corn roast that are for 

all ages;
• farmers market on SATURDAY when working 

people can actually attend.
• Movie Night
• A farmers market, music in the park, a dog park, 

and art fair.
• Music in the park, craft fair
• sensory-friendly, special needs programming 

for autistic children; Miracle League; coed adult 
softball

• dedicated pickelball courts
• Yoga or exercise in the park.
• Bring back the Dinner Boat
• Father daughter & mother son activities
• Paddle boarding
• Fitness options (outdoor preferred) - for both 

children and adults
• pickleball
• Art festivals
• More Dive in Movies
• Not sure but you can never have too many.
• Organized group bike rides, walks
• Fishing, farmers market, market day
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• Yoga on the barge , group swim/paddle board 
nights

• lake swimmers group
• Oktoberfest
• Tuesday’s in the park would be great to be 

changed to or added to with live music on say a 
Thursday or Friday evening

• Everything all other cities offer listed prior. There’s 
nothing for kids to do around here. Parents and 
myself I know travel to Brighton or Novi, etc. to 
sign their kids up for activities.

• Workshops for kids.
• BMX Track for kids
• I’m not sure but there is always room for 

improvement, we love the sense of community.
• Concerts, children’s activities
• Neighborhood picnics/block parties
• Activities on the lake
• More kids focused like Tuesday in the parks is 

great other nature / outdoor kid educational 
opportunities

• In these crazy times, outdoor workout at one of 
the parks might attract lots of people. Different 
workouts for different levels.

• Unsure
• more programs on south side of lake, kids play 

and ride bikes in street
• Outdoor concerts
• Daytime trips to performances, restaurants, 

museums, and special events for seniors.
• Arts and crafts so kids can meet other kids
• Farmers market and amphitheater and pool
• bird watching/education
• More kid educational programs

• Better support and coordination with existing 
Soccer, Baseball and other organized programs in 
the area for kids in Wolverine Lake

• Golf lessons and training
• Swim Lessons
• Farmers market, educational programs for kids, 

cleanup days for nature
• Horse shoes, corn hole, paddle board yoga or 

tours
• Market days, farmers markets
• Something for the winter time.
• concerts and kids activities
• Childrens educational in the park would be nice, 

or along the trails, nature related.
• Outdoor Group exercise in parks
• I don’t know exactly. But fun events. Maybe a 

large Art and Crafts show
• More concerts and family activities-comedy 

nights in the bark-brew yoga etc
• Music in the park
• Farmers market on the weekends
• Arts and crafts festival
• Pickle ball court
• Yoga, exercise classes in the park
• ??
• Additional activities for children year round!
• Art Fairs/Concerts in the park/group biking
• I don't know
• Pickle ball
• Drive In Movie
• Community outdoor concerts
• seniors programs-cards-bridge groups

Q23: Would you be willing to help organize or assist with operating these potential programs?

Answer Responses Percent

Yes 50 41.7%

No 70 58.3%

Total Responses 120
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Q24: Are there any other recreation-related items you would like to bring to our attention?

131 unique comments were received. General topics with five or more responses included trail development, 
particularly along S Commerce (34), pickleball (8), general Clara Miller observations (7), lake access (7), a desire to keep 
parks for Wolverine Lake residents only (6), and upgrading playground equipment (5).

• No (17)
• We had a nice community pickleball league 

going last year. Now we can't even get on the 
courts because outsiders are always on them. 
NEED DEDICATED PICKLEBALL COURTS AND 
BATHROOMS.

• Community running event
• Would be amazing to finish the bike path on 

S.Commerce between Glengary and Pontiac Trail.
• Trail along south commence rd
• Some equipment like pull up bars or climbing 

things strong enough for adult use would be 
cool. Some water features or outdoor art to 
give interesting things to look at while running 
walking.

• Paved Walk area at end of the lake off of S. 
Commerce

• Please build pickleball courts!!!
• Not really, as a community (whole), very divided - 

I will just work with neighbors to get things done 
for us low-life people NOT on the lake

• More garbage cans at and around play structures. 
Hickory glen baseball park always has garbage 
eveywhere

• Outdoor dirt r/c car track, kids splash pad, and 
winter ice rink at Clara Miller Park

• Ladd road sidewalk MOST IMPORTANT
• The river boat was fun
• Enforcement of no parking on trail way 

(exception tiki night)
• Some of the equipment at Clara Miller park 

are broken and need to be fixed. Would love a 
sidewalk connecting Dairy twist to Clara Miller 
park.

• A splash pad or pool would be amazing!! 
Especially since huron valley rec is closing their 
pools. Closest splash pad is in Farmington or at 
Kensington.

• I think the concerts are great but haven't been 
able to attend yet but looking forward to it this 
summer.

• I liked those Tuesdays in the park for the kids so 
maybe more of those.

• These parks are for Woverine Lake Families. They 
are not for other communities to infringe on. 
Keep the people of Wolverine Lake Village happy.

• Add doggie bag stations in Clara Miller park 
please so that people will hopefully use them

• Investment needs to be made in the parks. A lot 
of the payground equipment is in bad shape and 
the bathrooms are disgusting. The parks have 
great potential, but need to be supported.

• Outdoor yoga and farmers market
• Keep parks natural
• The Nantucket/Pennylake beach needs attention 

badly. It looks very trashy, and could easily be 
cleaned up in a day.

• Our #1 priority is adding a bicycle friendly path 
to connect from Glengary to Wabasso along 
Commerce Rd.

• I like everything we have already. I can't think of 
another that is missing.

• Would love to participate in more community 
programming but it doesn't always work in our 
schedule. Love everything you offer for our small 
community. Would love to see more, but I know 
that is more planning/work if attendace doesn't 
support it.

• Yes. We live in the Payne' manor subdivision. As of 
right now we have no access to any trails or bike 
paths. Would like to see a side walk and bike path 
so we can get to the other facilities

• Something needs to be done about motorized 
vehicles on Lakes Community Trail. Far too often 
I come across golf carts, mopeds, and recently 
Gopeds (motorized standup scooter) on the trail. I 
realize this is a policing issue, but perhaps barriers 
could be put up to make passage of larger 
vehicles like the golf carts and snowmobiles 
impossible.

• Some fun/competitive swimming activities would 
be great! Maybe a triathlon starting at the Edith 
point and going to the boat launch, bike around 
the lake, run to glengary inn. Surely would be a 
hit.
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• Don't sell the residents of Wolverine Lake out 
by basically giving away Clara Miller park to the 
local soccer associations. Also, we don't want 
people driving through Clara Miller park into the 
neighorhoods to the east!

• flag burning ceremonies
• A bike path along S. Commerce would be helpful. 

School children have to walk and ride on a gravel 
shoulder.

• We really need to update our park 
equipment!Someone is going to get hurt & then 
we will have a lawsuit.New bathrooms

• The trails make me feel unsafe honestly being 
alone with 3 little kids so I don't use sadly.

• Please enhance our farmer’s. market and in 
addition, more walking trails

• No. But you do realized you sent out a survey 
about activities during a pandemic?

• Clara Miller is an under utilized asset in the 
village. The fields should be used. The skating rink 
and basketball cours improved. The people who 
live adjacent to the park should not dictate who 
can and cannot use the park. They have gotten 
used to it being under utilized and that is sad. 
It should be a destination and something the 
village is known for throughout the area.

• Just more/ connected paths/trails
• Things are fine the way they are just improve on 

what we have and stop worry about what other 
city’s have to offer we are not as big as them nor 
do we have the funds to support. A lot of other 
stuff bigger city’s have Be happy with what we 
have

• Safer and wider trails/sidewalk to walk n bike
• Upgrade the Softball / Baseball Fields. Install 

Fences in the outfield, Perminant Bases (that 
could be rented)

• Wish there was a path from Clara Miller Park to 
the Dairy Twist. And a paved path from Clara 
Miller Park to Apple Orchard (it's currently dirt 
and unsafe).

• The main frustrating thing for us is that the lakes 
trail falls short of being a continuous trail and is 
unsafe for us to use because there is no trail or 
sidewalk on South Commerce. We end up driving 
to a park instead because it is so unsafe to try to 
walk the trail system.

• Community garden
• SENIOR MORNING YOGA.
• pikckelball courts

• Clara Miller Park is absolutely in need of updating. 
We have visited local neighborhood parks in 
Florida and Colorado. These parks are beautiful, 
offer a lot of play areas, outdoor pavilions and are 
very clean, well cared for and much, much newer. 
I am almost ashamed to go to Clara Miller.

• Need side walk on commerce
• Boat launch bathrooms
• Movies in the park
• after COVID work with commerce Twp to connect 

and extend bicycle trailsextend biclycle
• Doing this surgery made me aware of activities 

and trails I was previously unaware of. It would be 
nice to have more availability of these amenities. 
I would definitely take advantage of the trails. 
Especially if there were sidewalks that could make 
access to them easier.

• Please build two pickleball courts
• Bike path on S. Commerce please
• Add Lacrosse net to Clare Miller
• radio controlled car outdoor track
• Path all the way around the lake. I found out there 

was no sidewalk all the way around
• Pickleball
• Dog park updated play equipment
• More spots to fish
• I would love a side walk along Benstein Rd. I love 

off of Benstein and do not feel safe walking with 
my kids to the park or to the side roads from our 
house.

• Mmm
• Pumpkinfest in south lyon. Beer tent, live bands, 

arts snd crafts selling, tons of activities for the 
kids of all ages

• We used to do the Santa and bunny lunches! My 
kids are just too old now. We have a bike parade 
in our sub too and we do that every year!

• It would be great to have an area to allow all 
residents of the community access to the lake, 
think rent a kayak or row boat for the day like 
Kensington but residents only, and their guests. 
Maybe paddle boards too. Where I grew up 
we had 1 beach that was designated for the 
community and it offered swimming lessons in 
the lake up to lifesaving measures, teen nights for 
parties, movies in the park, (we saw jaws while 
sitting in the inner tube on the lake) etc
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• Wow ! This survey is not friendly at all ! But happy 
you asked .. we bought this home for all sports 
lake ! The parks as far as I’m concerned are low on 
list ! We need clean water ! Please stop wasting 
our tax dollars on parks! We came here to enjoy 
lake living ! Nasty 🤢🤢🤢 smelling skunky water should
be first priority!! We here don’t care about you 
wasting out HIGH tax dollars on parks! We only 
care about the lake!! Please clean it up!

• I goto Pontiac lake EVERY weekend for there 
volleyball island I even kyack there from state 
land

• Softball tournaments. With a fenced in outfield 
and a concession stand it could be a very 
profitable opportunity to Wolverine lake and to 
surrounding buisnesses.

• Concerts, BMX Racing
• We would love to have more information about 

our community and what’s going on. We wish 
we knew where to hang out at the lake, our 
subdivision is so post to have a park at the lake 
but we don’t know where it is or if it’s cared for or 
if we have a association and if so who is in charge 
of it.

• More adult seating scattered through playground.
areas. Maybe a few more tables. Another one of 
those wonderful baby swings.

• Please leave Clara Miller alone, we dont need 
outsiders coming into our quiet neighborhoods 
with loud parties and picnics. And the traffic is 
already bad on Terry street so why do we want 
parallel parking along that area. The pandemic 
has already increased traffic in the area between 
Brisbane and Terry with Bike riders, dog 
Walkers, and foot traffic, it is pleasant for the 
neighborhood. Why do we as residents of this 
area want more strangers and out of villagers 
creating noise in.this space.

• Wolverine focuses on the lake And had too many 
restrictions on noise and time use. Let outsiders 
no it may be public but it’s really about the 
Wolverine shoreline home owners. Keep them 
happy and the lake quiet!

• A walking trail along S. Commerce Rd. Between 
Glengary and Shankin drive should be installed

• 5k run/walk
• programs for seniors, health, taxes, exercises 

weights for seniors, access to trails for electric 
carts

• Fun Run/Walk leveraging our trails and paths

• I’d like to see a path down to airline trail along 
Ladd and Benstein.

• I feel strongly that Clara Miller Park should not be 
used for soccer fields. This was the feeling of the 
neighborhood when this was brought up a few 
years ago, and it still is. The residents surrounding 
Clara Miller Park enjoy the serenity that it offers 
, and we do not want the noise and traffic that 
soccer fields would bring.

• more trash cans around the parks to encourage 
people to throw away trash. Neighborhood 
beaches to be maintained by village and 
accessible to all villagers.

• Need sidewalk/trail on commerce rd , south of 
Glengary. Kids often walk on this road and it is 
dangerous for them.

• A paved walk/bike path around the lake, currently 
we can get around about 75% of the lake but 
there's no way to get down South commerce to 
reconnect to the trails

• I would like to keep Clara Miller Park as it is. Open 
spaces with grass and trees. Speaking as a teacher 
with WLCSD this is what children need most.

• Why don't we have a bike path that goes 
completely around our lake?

• I would like to see a path to allow easy access to 
the Michigan Airline Trail from the Village.

• disc golf would be enjoyable
• Would love to see a guard rail on the walkway 

that connects Connecticut st and Clara Miller 
(most likely not a park/rec department thing 
but whoever maintains Benstein). If the play 
structures in Clara Miller get revamped, I would 
move them down/off Benstein and take over 1 of 
the soccer fields

• We have the right amount of trails , parks, etc. we 
do NOT need any more traffic in the village. Leave 
Terry street land alone. It’s beautiful the way it is

• Let all wolverine lake residents have the 
opportunity to swim or fish the lake.

• Very young sports starter game lessons
• Would like to see the current trail better 

maintained, the asphalt could use some 
maintenance. A safe path completely around the 
lake without being in Glengary or S Commerce 
roads

• Trail needs to extend along south commerce into 
walled lake to join with skyline trail

• Outdoor exercise equipment in the park areas
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• Asphalt paths need a bit of refurbishing - paths 
along Glengary should have had curbs so people 
including police don't use for parking

• P;ease do not take away anymore land. The park is 
the right size. Maintain and update as needed.

• Make a path that closes a loop around the village 
to avoid walking on main roads. Attempt to alter 
events to accomodate social distancing due to 
COVID..

• The trails get heavily used. could use more trails 
to ease congestion

• Too much is focused on the people who live 
directly on the lake. These things can attend to 
others in the community who do not have that 
same access.

• Anything with wildlife
• Basketball courts at Claira Miller park need work. 

Thank you.....
• Need dedicated pickleball courts please!
• Why don't we have a dog park? We have a dog 

park. And why can we not have a bike path along 
S. Commerce Rd.?

• Overall I think the Park & Rec board does a 
great job of providing a lot of options in a small 
community. Thanks!

• When our kids were younger we participated in 
a lot of activity for kids. It was and still is a great 
activity for families with young kids. Would love 
to see the path connect completely around the 
lake.

• hope you can bring back Tuesday at the park 
soon, we love Clara Miller park

• Pickle ball
• Having a safe walking and riding trail fully around 

the lake would be my one ask. Most of the lake 
perimeter is currently covered. Problem area is 
south commerce, south of Glengary to Wanda (i 
think is Wanda). Thank you.

• Some of the equipment at Clara miller seems 
so dangerous! Armenia park leaves a lot to be 
desired

• lake events/wish Wolverine Lake owned an 
island right on the lake...possibly the one next to 
Benstein Road..for events or casual picnics.

• Pickle ball
• some of the lake access lots are in bad shape!

• Again-please make these areas handicap/
wheelchair accessible. I don’t go the parks or 
participate in many z as ctivities because it is so 
difficult for a person in a wheelchair. There is even 
an aluminum boardwalk to Lake Michigan in 
Manistee so disabled people can enjoy the beach 
too. Can’t we provide this at our road endings so 
handicapped people can go down to enjoy lthe 
lake?

• Please add bridge or path along South Commerce 
Rd so that it is safe to do the full perimeter of the 
lake/village. Also would like to see water bottle 
filling stations added. Would like to see Benstein 
Rd bridge maintained more often. Need to 
replace a lot more boards.

• Please keep our parks simple! Thank you! Do not 
go overboard. Do not over add or change the 
simple beauty of what our parks already are. P.S. 
I don't want to avoid progress or new ideas. I just 
want simple natural beauty of "our parks" to be 
retained.
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AMENIA STREET

Add small pavilion 
and picnic table

Add swing set w/ 
accessible swing

Move balance logs 
to side of path

Upgrade & expand play 
equipment to meet 

ADA standards

Add landscape 
screen

0 10 20 feet
Amenia Park - Concept Plan
Amenia Street, Wolverine Lake, Michigan
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INTRODUCTION
Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of the Clara Miller Park Master Plan is to create 
a long-term guide for the development of the property. 
The planning process included a thorough inventory 
and analysis of the site and sought public input to refl ect 
the needs and desires of the community. The site design 
scheme refl ects the input of residents and Village staff , and 
the implementation program provides estimated costs 
and methods the community can use to help implement 
the Plan’s suggestions.

The plan is intended help to guide development over the 
next twenty years. It should be expected, however, that 
adjustments will be made over time to refl ect the desires 
of the community. The plan is designed to be implemented 
in phases. Timing of those phases may change depending 
on continued input from residents and the availability of 
funding resources. The plan is ambitious, and partnerships 
and grants will likely be a important component of funding 
for the proposed improvements.

Planning Process

The planning process used to generate this document 
consisted of three primary phases: inventory, analysis and 
public input, and plan development. The  Plan includes 
the following elements:

• Inventory and analysis of existing conditions 
within and around the park,

• Inventory and analysis of the site’s natural features,

• Analysis of recreation needs,

• Input from the public, Village offi  cials, and staff  on 
the recreational use of the property,

• Development of an overall park design 
incorporating public input and proposals for 
recreation facilities, and

• Implementation program addressing the phasing 
and funding of development.

Input was collected from the Wolverine Lake residents and 
Village offi  cials and staff . Resident input was the primary 
driver for all design decisions and a critical component of 
the planning process overall. 

INVENTORY
Existing Conditions

Natural Resources

ANALYSIS
Input from the public, Village staff , 

and offi  cials

ANALYSIS
Opportunities and Constraints

PLAN DEVELOPMENT
Master Plan

FEEDBACK
Input from the public, Village staff , 

and offi  cials
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Existing Conditions 

Clara Miller Park has been a cornerstone of Wolverine Lake 
for over half a century.  The park consists of 13 parcels 
forming a roughly ¾ mile long arc between Benstein 
Road and Glengary Road to the northeast. Clara Miller 
is intersected by four local roads; Brisbane, Woodlawn, 
Roselawn, and Terry streets all cross through the park’s 
center section. The intersection of Benstein and Glengary 
forms a small commercial corridor including restaurants, 
small markets, and an ice cream parlor. The majority of the 
parcels surrounding Clara Miller are zoned single family 
residential, although there is a small group of townhomes 
abutting the northeastern edge of the park along Glengary 
Road.  Wolverine Lake is highly developed, so that Clara 
Miller Park will likely remain as the primary recreation 
opportunity for village residents for the foreseeable future.  

The approximately 3.15 mile long Lakes Community Trail 
runs through Clara Miller, forming a connection between 
Hickory Glen Park to the east and Maple Glen Park, the 
Hickory Hills Golf Course, and Gilbert C. Willis Memorial 
Park to the west. The trail also acts as a connector for 
the two large sections of Proud Lake Recreation Area, a 
4,700 acre state park with facilities for camping, canoeing, 
picnicking, and other outdoor activities. 

Clara Miller Park can be loosely divided into three sections. 
The western section contains the majority of the park 
amenities, and can be characterized as active-use with 
mostly open playing fi elds and courts, play structures, 
and parking lots. The eastern section is primarily passive-
use, housing a roughly 3 acre wooded lot. The Vita trail, a 
fi tness trail including permanent exercise equipment and 
a jogging track, is also located in the eastern section. The 
central section remains largely undeveloped, with a two-
acre wooded area to the west, a tennis court, and two and 
a half acres of open grass to the east.  Overall, the park is 
dominated by turf, with almost 68% of the total surface 
area dedicated to grass. 
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ACTIVE 
USE

MIXED USE / 
RESIDENTIAL

PASSIVE USE

Square Feet Acres %
Parking lot 61,160 1.4

Acres, all 
impervious 

surfaces: 
3.1

10.9%

Buildings / 
pavilions

2,230 0.1

Trail (asphalt) 41,420 0.9

Play courts 
(asphalt /  
concrete)

31,250 0.7

Trees / wooded 357,747 8.2 28.6%

Turf grass 756,891 17.4 60.5%

Total Area 1,250,698 28.7

Figure 1: Clara Miller Park Surface Area

Figure 2: Approximate Use Zones

Source: Oakland County GIS and Aerial Imagery
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Natural Resources

Wolverine Lake itself is the result of a damming project 
initiated in the 1920s. The dam inundated land that had 
previously consisted of wet prairie and mixed conifer 
swamps, and consolidated six lakes to form its present day 
confi guration. The lake sits on the edge of a transition zone; 
vegetation to the north of Wolverine Lake was primarily 
black oak barrens, while to the south the vegetation 
formed a roughly two-mile band of oak-hickory forest 
before transitioning to primarily beech and sugar maple.

Oakland County’s topography was created approximately 
14,000 years ago as the result of the last continental glacier 
retreating from the area. The county and much of the state 
had been intermittently covered by ice up to a mile thick 
for nearly 60,000 years prior to the retreat. An ice-free area 
between the Saginaw Huron-Erie Lobes formed almost 
directly over present day Wolverine Lake. Large quantities 
of water and sediment, or “outwash”, fl owed off  the melting 
glacier.  This outwash sorted into layers of similarly sized 
particles which facilitates rapid infi ltration of surface water 
to groundwater aquifers and stream systems.  Unlike other 
sections of the county, the outwash plan is relatively fl at, 
with generally less than 8 percent slope in most areas. 
Later development of the land drained much of the land, 
making it suitable for development. Only a few areas of 
the village retain hydric soils, such as the small wet prairie 
located a little more than a block south of the park. 

Soils and Topography 

Clara Miller Park mirrors the topography of Wolverine Lake.  
The site is essentially fl at, with a small drop in elevation 
in the far southwestern corner of the park. The park itself 
is sited along an area dominated by Spinks loamy sand. 
This USDA soil survey suggests that this soil type presents 
development challenges due to its sandy nature. 

Spinks loamy sand presents moderate limitations for 
recreation development due to its high percolation 
rate. This fast drainage necessitates irrigation for most 
sports fi elds to ensure a high quality turf area. Somewhat 
ironically, this same drainage characteristic can also be 
viewed as a positive trait for sports fi elds and playgrounds 
as it precludes water retention and pooling in the play 
area.  

Vegetation

The majority of Clara Miller Park is dominated by turf 
grass, refl ecting the active-use nature of the park.  Two 
small wooded areas, in the central and western sections 
of the park, are overrun with invasive species, primarily 
buckthorn, honeysuckle, and garlic mustard. The trees 
are dominated by oak and hickory, with a few groupings 
of conifers, similar to the composition of the forests in 
pre-settlement days. While these wooded areas are not 
of particularly high quality, they are the largest publicly 
accessible forested areas in the village. 

Figure 3: Wolverine Lake

Image Source: Movoto
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As discussed in the previous section, the soils around 
Clara Miller exhibit excessive drainage. The USDA classifi es 
Spinks loamy sand as posing severe limitations for 
vegetative usage. Should the village decide to augment 
the existing park vegetation, it will be important to select 
species that are drought tolerant. Many native species, 
from trees to grasses and forbs, are specially adapted 
to handle periods of drought, and retain many of the 
ornamental characteristics desired in a park setting. 

Recreation Demand 

The population of Wolverine Lake is expected to decrease 
or remain fl at between 2018 and 2040. SEMCOG forecasts 
a fall from a peak of 4,968 in the 1980s to a low of 4,227 by 
2030. A new 170-unit complex being built in the community 
will likely impact that forecast, however. Stagnant growth 
is not an indictment of the desirability of the community, 
but more an indicator of both the built-out nature of the 
village and the age of its population. Children are present 
in only 31% of total village households as of 2017, and 
the total number of children under age 18 is expected 
to drop 5.5% by 2040.  Those number of individuals 
age 65 and over, however, is expected to increase 113% 
between during that same time period. These statistics 
refl ect the trend seen across Michigan and much of the 
United States as baby boomers choose to “age in place”. 
These trends suggest that park development should 
be geared to accommodate an older population. New 
amenities should be designed to be multi-use and multi-
generational, meeting the needs of the current population 
while remaining fl exible enough to attract younger users 
in the future. It will be critical for future park development 
to both accommodate an older population and attract 
younger families to help bolster growth of the community. 

24
04

43
01

49
68

47
27

44
15

43
12

42
80

42
40

42
27

42
90

43
12

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

19
60

19
70

19
80

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
25

20
30

20
35

20
40

Po
pu

la
on

Year

Wolverine Lake Popula on Forecast

Figure 4: Wolverine Lake Population Forecast

Source: SEMCOG

Household Type
Census 

2000
Census 

2010
% Change 
2000-2010

With Seniors 65+ 246 363 47.6%

Without Seniors 1,425 1,270 -3.9%

Two or more 
persons without 
children

697 770 10.5%

Live alone, 65+ 87 98 12.6%

Live alone,     
under 65 247 320 29.6%

With children 640 545 -14.8%

Figure 5: Household Types

Source: SEMCOG

Age Group 2010 2015 2040
Change 

2010-2040

Under 5 207 230 245 38

5-17 723 668 634 -89

18-24 316 417 349 33

25-34 487 458 574 87

35-59 1,777 1,639 1,180 -597

60-64 302 373 265 -37

65-74 330 414 530 200

75+ 170 192 535 365

Total 4,312 4,391 4,312 0

Figure 6: Age Distribution

Source: SEMCOG
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Regional Resources

Wolverine Lake is well served by parks in surrounding communities. Over eighteen public facilities are located within 
a fi ve mile radius of Clara Miller Park, with a full range of active and passive use amenities, trails, and natural areas. 
Three parks are immediately adjacent to Clara Miller Park and are connected by the Lakes Community Trail. Commerce 
Township’s Maple Glen, Bicentennial, and Hickory Glen Parks are primarily active-use facilities boasting a combined 22 
baseball/softball fi elds and 2 soccer fi elds. Nearby Gilbert Willis Park, just over a mile west in Wixom Township, off ers 
another 2 ball fi elds. A total of 25 ball fi elds and 11 soccer fi elds can be found in surrounding communities, not including 
fi elds on schools or privately held properties. 
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Figure 7: Regional Park Locations
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Figure 8: Regional Park Amenities
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According to the 2016 National Recreation and Park 
Association Field Report, communities typically operate 
one youth baseball fi eld per 6,599 residents, and one 
youth soccer fi eld per 6,671 residents. At an estimated 
population of almost 102,000 individuals in the fi ve mile 
region, this region off ers 1 ball fi eld per 4,080 residents, and 
one soccer fi eld per 9,273 residents. Fields are available in 
Commerce Township at Bicentennial Park and Dodge Park 
5, as well as on local school properties. 

It is important to note that these numbers are just 
averages and not recommendations. The numbers simply 
reveal that residents in this region have access to an above 
average amount of baseball and softball fi elds, but a below 
average amount of soccer fi elds.

Beyond baseball and soccer, Clara Miller Park compares 
well with the region’s parks. None of the parks within 
the fi ve mile radius has the same diversity of active-use 
amenities as Clara Miller. A few large-ticket items present 
in other community facilities, such as a senior center or 
golf course, are not feasible or logical for Clara Miller. 

Relevant Studies from the Wolverine Lake 2016 - 
2020 Recreation Master Plan

The 2016 Recreation Master Plan found that the village 
is well served by its existing park system and by regional 
facilities in nearby Commerce, Walled Lake, and Wixom. A 
resident survey completed as part of the planning process 
in 2015 indicated that the majority of residents (80%) were 
either satisfi ed or very satisfi ed with Clara Miller Park. The 
survey was available both electronically and in hard-copy 
form at the village’s annual corn roast in August 2015.  

80% of respondents were generally satisfi ed with the park’s 
pavilions, picnic shelters, and tables/benches. Only 18% 
were satisfi ed with the restroom facilities, however, and 
only 12% approved of the existing playground equipment. 
When asked how the park could be improved, almost a 
third of the respondents felt that no improvements were 
needed. Others suggested better connectivity to nearby 
amenities (e.g. sidewalks to the Dairy Twist), new bathroom 
facilities, and replacement of playground equipment. 
Ideas for new facilities included a splash pad, concession 
stand, and music venue. 

Recreation Participation Rates, 
Ages 7+

Top Recreation Activities - 
National (in thousands)

• Exercise Walking             1,063,321 
• Exercise w/ Equipment 64,391
• Swimming 46,278
• Aerobic Exercise 45,138
• Running / Jogging 44,545
• Hiking 41,976
• Camping 40,129
• Work out at Gym 36,587
• Bicycle Riding 36,008
• Bowling 35,219

Top Recreation Activities - 
Midwest (in thousands)

• Exercise Walking 15,376
• Exercise w/ Equipment 9,871
• Aerobic Exercise 8,768
• Camping 6,805
• Bowling 6,381
• Swimming 6,330
• Running / Jogging 6,216
• Bicycle Riding 5,789
• Fishing 5,421
• Weight Lifting 5,345

Top Team Sport Activities - 
Midwest (in thousands)

• Basketball 4,211
• Baseball 1,902
• Soccer 1,788
• Volleyball 1,765
• Softball 1,665
• Tennis 1,464

Source: National Sporting Goods Association 
“Sports Participation in the United States - 2016”
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MASTER PLAN
Public Input for the Clara Miller Park 
Master Plan Update

Public input was actively solicited for this Master Plan 
update. Residents, Parks and Recreation Board and 
Village Council members, and sports league participants 
were asked to comment on the state of the park, and to 
provide suggestions for how best to utilize the park space 
going forward. Community members were given several 
outlets for communicating their opinions, including an 
online survey, a public visioning session, and access to the 
Recreation department via email and phone. 

Public Visioning Workshop

A workshop was held at the Village Offi  ces on October 
4, 2016. Two sets of maps were set up at stations in the 
Village Council chambers with representatives from the 
Council on hand to take comments and answer questions. 
The two stations provided workshop participants diff erent 
perspectives of the existing park confi guration. A hard-
copy version of the online survey and comment cards 
were also available for participants to complete. 

The fi rst station showed the park as a whole, with an 
emphasis on connections through Clara Miller via the 
Lakes Community Trail. Photographs and a description of 
all existing park amenities were included on this map. The 
second station consisted of three 24” x 36” maps, one for 
each section of the park, with to-scale models of potential 
new amenities such as playing fi elds and play structures, 
which participants were able to arrange on the maps. The 
participants were encouraged to draw on the maps and 
discuss their visions with each other and with Parks and 
Recreation Board members.

The conversations were wide ranging but a few themes 
stood out as most popular with participants:

• The existing play structures are dated and some 
are in a state of disrepair. Replacement of the 
equipment is necessary and making the new 
equipment handicapped accessible should be a 
priority. 

• Dual use of facilities can help to reduce costs. 
Sinking the roller hockey arena so it can be fl ooded 
and used for ice skating was popular. 

• Some participants felt the park was in good 
condition. Their primary concern was the 
preservation of the existing open spaces and 
wooded areas. Participants were universally in 
favor of adding more trees to the park, especially in 
the open western section. 

• A community pool was a popular point of 
discussion, with participants noting that the nearest 
pool is located eight miles away in West Bloomfi eld 
Township. A splash pad or other water facility were 
also discussed at length.

• The park could be better utilized for hosting 
community events and other programming. The 
annual Corn Roast is popular, but some felt it 
needed better advertising. A haunted Halloween 
trail, bonfi re, winterfest, and camping were brought 
up as possible uses throughout the year.

A summary of all comments is included in the Appendix.

Figure 9: Visioning Session

A
 - Public N

otices
B - Parks &

 Rec Board 
Resolution

C - M
inutes of Public 

H
earing

D
 - Village Council 

Resolution
E - Letters of 
Transm

ittal
F - Public Input 

Sum
m

ary
G

 - Concept Plans
H

 - Clara M
iller Park 

M
aster Plan



148 - APPENDIX H - CLARA MILLER PARK MASTER PLAN - Village of Wolverine Lake Recreation Master Plan

14

Online Survey

An online survey was off ered to allow village residents the 
opportunity to provide input on the park. The survey was 
available from September 12 through November 1, 2016. 
103 responses were received, the majority of which were 
posted on the opening day of the survey. 

The survey results mirrored much of what was indicated at 
the visioning session. Most of the respondents identifi ed 
themselves as frequent visitors to the park, utilizing it 
for running/jogging, walking the dog, or going to the 
playground. When asked about their favorite features of 
Clara Miller, participants mentioned the wide open feel of 
the park, the trails, and the playground equipment. The 
park is viewed as a safe, pleasant location for residents to 
enjoy on a daily basis.

Conversely, some of the same features were ones 
that participants felt were most in need of upgrades. 
Respondents frequently described the play equipment 
as “outdated” or “in need of an upgrade”. The condition 
of the bathroom facilities, and the fact that they were 
often closed, was considered a problem. Illicit activities 
in the park after dark were mentioned as an issue, as was 
inconsiderate trail users and dog walkers. A lack of trees 
and shaded areas was also mentioned as a problem for the 
western section of the park. 

Asked what features they would like to see incorporated 
into the park, respondents again echoed much of what 
was mentioned in the visioning session. Updated play 
equipment, a water feature, and additional programming 
in the park were the most popular items mentioned. Skate 
and dog park facilities, improved seating, and planting 
more trees were also mentioned.

A complete set of responses to the survey is included in 
the appendix to the plan.  

Field Surveys

Field surveys were conducted as part of the planning 
process from June through October, 2016. Multiple 
visits were performed to determine the condition of 
park amenities and to get a sense of usage patterns. The 
observed conditions matched many of the comments from 
the visioning session and online survey; the playground 
equipment, while generally in fair condition, is dated and 
in some cases is in need of repair. 

Park visitors were noted clustering around a solitary shade 
tree near the play equipment on the western edge of 
the park. Children chose to play in a shaded sandy area, 
rather than on the exposed equipment. Joggers were 
seen frequently on the trails, but the central and eastern 
portions of the park were otherwise unused. Because 
the visits to the park were completed during weekday 
business hours, they would not refl ect usage patterns that 
may be observed in the late afternoon or weekend.

Additional Input

The priorities identifi ed by the community were used 
to inform a preliminary park design plan. The fi rst plan 
incorporated a set of soccer fi elds, reducing the number 
of ball fi elds and shifting them to the eastern edge of 
the west section of the park. Parking was expanded to 
accommodate the expected infl ux of new visitors to the 
park, and the entry drive was extended to Brisbane Street. 
This layout plan proved to be unpopular with residents. 
Over the course of several months, further input was 
sought from residents. 

At a second input meeting held on September 27, 2017, 
the City Council, representatives from the Parks Board, and 
residents indicated that they preferred retaining much of 
the existing layout. Increased traffi  c volumes on Brisbane 
was a primary concern, as was preservation of the ball 
fi elds in their current form.

Improved bathrooms and updated playground equipment 
remained popular. A new proposal for a Veteran’s Memorial 
at the site of the Vita Trail equipment was proposed and 
embraced by the participants as well. 

Finally, after the plan was revised and reviewed by the City 
Council in March of 2018, a public hearing on the Master 
Plan draft was held in May 9, 2018 to discuss the revised 
draft and the options presented. Formal adoption of the 
plan was obtained from the Village Council in June 13, 
2018. 
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Needs and Opportunities

The Village of Wolverine Lake has made every eff ort to 
be a good neighbor and make the planning process as 
transparent as possible. The following major themes drove 
much of the design process: 

• Minimize on-going costs and maintenance

• Preserve the small-town feel of the park

• Respect the privacy and well-being of neighbors

• Identify and implement cost saving measures 
whenever possible

• Design amenities which serve multiple purposes 
and appeal to multiple generations

• Consider park safety and visibility at all times

• Incorporate ecological enhancements and protect 
existing features where required

• Incorporate features to attract residents and 
encourage exploration of the park

With these themes in mind, and with the information 
gathered from the community survey and at the 
community open house, the following conclusions were 
made regarding future needs and opportunities future 
Clara Miller Park:

• Create an overall unifying theme for the 
park. Include additional wayfi nding signage, 
informational kiosks, and amenities which draw 
residents deeper into the park.

• Make the park welcoming to users of all ages 
and abilities. All new park developments will 
be designed to ensure compliance with ADA 
standards and to meet universal design standards 
whenever possible.

• Continue to provide both active and passive 
recreation opportunities in the park.

• Ensure that park amenities are safe and of the 
highest possible quality. 

• Incorporate features which strengthen the 
ecological benefi t of the park.

• Design amenities which make the park a desirable 
gathering point for events both big and small, and 
which encourage use throughout the year. 

Clara Miller Park Development Plan

Based on the analysis of the existing conditions, recreation 
demand, and public input, this long-term Master Plan 
for Clara Miller Park off ers a series of recommendations 
for future improvements to the park. The plan meets the 
vision laid out in the Wolverine Lake 2016-2020 Recreation 
Master Plan to, “…provide a diverse and connected system 
of recreation facilities…”, and specifi cally addresses the 
following goals: 

• Provide attractive parkland and facilities that are 
close to residences, and that are connected through a 
pedestrian trail system

• Provide park facilities that are diverse, safe, fun, and 
accessible for all ages and abilities

• Improve opportunities for communicating with 
residents regarding recreation events.

The primary purpose of the Clara Miller Park Master Plan 
is to create an overall picture for the future of the park. 
While the recommendations in this plan are detailed and 
implementable, the plan is intended to be fl exible and 
allow leeway regarding the fi nal form and placement of 
specifi c amenities. 

As described under the existing conditions section, the 
park is loosely broken into three sections. The maps and 
descriptions on the following pages utilizes these sections 
to provide information in a more easily digestible format. 

Primary Design Themes
• Minimize on-going costs & maintenance
• Preserve the small-town feel of the park
• Respect the privacy and well-being of 

neighbors
• Identify and implement cost saving 

measures when possible
• Design amenities which serve multiple 

purposes and appeal to multiple 
generations

• Consider park safety and visibility at all 
times

• Incorporate ecological enhancements and 
protect existing features where required

• Incorporate features to attract residents 
and encourage exploration of the park
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Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

Reconfigured entrance drive 
& new electronic sign.

Resurfaced basketball and
roller hockey courts.

“The Nest”, a stepped seat 
wall which acts as a central
gathering point for parents
with children in the play areas.

Consider limited expansion 
of parking area.

as.

Expanded butterfly gardens / 
rain gardens.

Resurface & restripe existing
parking areas.

Upgrade existing ball fields 
to include fencing and
accessible bleachers. 

New connector trail.

BMX bicycle course.

Remove Wakto Street 
from western edge of 
tennis courts to 
Terry Street.

“Natural Play” area: 
surrounding woods 
to be restored.

New bocce ball courts.

New large picnic shelter.

Upgraded horseshoe pits.

Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

Dual-use softball / multi-use
playing field, unfenced

Relocated volleyball court.New toddler and 
5 through 12 play areas.

Stormwater features (rain 
gardens or retention ponds).

New concession / restroom / 
storage facility. 

Consider traffic circle shift 
 and limited expansion 
of parking area.

Bike racks

Signs & Kiosks
Benches & Seating Coniferous Trees

Deciduous Trees

Existing Proposed

Figure 10: Overall Park Master Plan
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Expanded woodland 
plantings.

Resurface Vita Trail with
compacted limestone.

Restore woodland areas
(also along Brisbane Street).

New park signs and 
wayfinding kiosks.

Existing exercise equipment.

Proposed large picnic shelter.

New large picnic shelter.

Reconfigured roadway and 
shift in Lakes Community 
Trail creates new open space.

Restore woo
(also along 

Veteran’s Memorial to be sited 
in eastern section of park; 
location to be determined
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The western third of the park, bounded by Benstein Road 
to the west and Brisbane Street to the east, has historically 
been the heart of Clara Miller Park. This section contains 
the majority of Clara Miller’s major amenities including 
playgrounds, most of the park’s sports facilities, and 
parking areas, and has been the location for larger Village 
events. This general theme continues with the Master Plan, 
with a stronger focus on making the park a central feature 
in the community.

1. Upgraded Playground Equipment

The most requested improvement for Clara 
Miller Park was for new play equipment. Existing 
equipment is well loved by community members, 
but the consensus opinion is that the equipment 
is dated and in need of repair or replacement. The 
proposed replacement facilities utilizes slightly 
more space than the existing confi guration, and 
is separated into toddler (ages 2 to 5) and older 
children (ages 5 to 12) spaces. The separate 
spaces allow children at diff erent developmental 
stages the opportunity to physically challenge 
themselves, but remain close enough together 
that parents can monitor children playing in both 
areas simultaneously. 

While the ultimate confi guration of these 
playgrounds is beyond the scope of this plan, a 
few characteristics can be discussed. One of the 
most critical aspects of the playgrounds will be 
their accessibility. Wolverine Lake is committed to 
making play areas that are as inclusive as possible, 
incorporating features which all cooperative play 
between individuals of diff ering abilities. Universal 
design encourages creation of play areas that 
are stimulating for able-bodied children, while 
also allowing participation by children who 
physically, emotionally, or mentally challenged. 
Play equipment manufacturers off er a number of 
structures which can help to address the needs of 
a wide spectrum of users. 

Playground surfacing is a key component of 
universal access and one of the more challenging 
areas to address. According to the US Access 
Board, no one surfacing solution is perfect; the 
most important factor is proper installation. The 
Americans with Disability Act (ADA) requires at 
least one accessible route within each play area, 
connecting to both ground level and elevated 
play structures. Compliant surfaces include 
engineered wood fi ber (EWF), rubber surfacing 
such as poured-in-place surfacing or rubber mats, 
and specially designed artifi cial turf. 

Clara Miller Park West: 
Wolverine Lake’s “Central Park”

Type
Initial Cost 

(sq ft)
Yearly 

maint. cost 
Expected 
life span Other considerations

Poured in place rubber 
(PIP) $6.59 - $19 low 10 - 15 

years

Installation & repairs must be performed by certifi ed 
contractor. Requires periodic inspections for damage. 
Surface treating every 24 months recommended. 
Highest level of access. Allows for creative designs and 
colorful/attractive playgrounds.

Rubber mats and tiles $8.96 - $21 low 10 - 15 
years

Repairs can be conducted by staff . Requires periodic 
inspections for damage. High accessibility. Corners 
can peel up and are somewhat more vulnerable to 
vandalism than PIP.

Engineered wood fi ber $0.74 - 
$2.50 high 1 year

Chips easily displaced and deteriorate relatively quickly. 
Require frequent inspections and raking. Can harbor 
mold and as loose material can hide buried objects. 
Does not require specialized labor.

Hybrid system $7.50 - 
$12.65 low 10 - 15 

years

Installation & repairs must be performed by certifi ed 
contractor. Requires periodic inspections for damage.  
Highest level of access. Top layer typically outdoor 
carpeting, artifi cial turf, or rubber top mat.

Figure 11: Safety Surfacing Comparison

Source: 7 Things Every Playground Owner Should Know About the Accessibility of Their Playground Surfaces. 
US Access Board and National Center on Accessibility, 2014
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Installation cost is an important factor for 
communities to consider, but long term 
maintenance cost should be taken into 
consideration as well. For example, EWF is 
signifi cantly cheaper to install than the other 
systems, but requires complete replacement every 
one to two years and frequent raking throughout 
the year to ensure proper coverage. The other 
surfacing options require period inspections, with 
fewer repairs. Installation and repairs, however, 
require attention by a certifi ed contractor.  Over 
a 15-year life span, total costs for each alternative 
are very similar.

From a safety perspective, surfacing must be 
designed to absorb falls from a certain height. 
Shock attenuation levels vary depending upon 
the height of the structure in question. A certifi ed 
professional can provide guidance on fall depth 
requirements.

Figures 11 - 15 off ers a comparison of diff erent ADA 
compliant options available for consideration. 

Figure 15: Accessible playground with poured in place surfacing, Herculaneum, MO

Figure 12: Engineered Wood Fiber Surface

Figure 13: Rubber Mat Surface

Figure 14: Artifi cial Grass / Hybrid Surface
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Figure 16: Detail - West Section
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2. “The Nest” Seating Wall

A proposed seating area between the two 
playgrounds would provide a centralized viewing 
spot for parents. The wall would take advantage of 
existing slopes, with excess soil from grading the  
stormwater features and playground areas used 
to supplement the feature as necessary. The spot 
would become a small, unobtrusive gathering 
point for families and visitors alike. 

Stormwater management features can be 
designed to be aesthetically pleasing, becoming 
an attractive asset for the property. Safety 
concerns can be minimized by incorporating 
gradual slopes and shelves into the basin design. 
Rain gardens or bioswales, similar in nature to the 
existing butterfl y station, can be built into parking 
lot islands or spread across the site to retain the 
required volume of runoff  without the need for a 
monolithic structure. The porous nature of Clara 
Miller’s soils makes rain gardens and bioswales an 
eff ective alternative. 

The stormwater basins proposed for the western 
edge of the property will necessitate immediate 
displacement of some existing playground 
equipment. Equipment that can be readily moved 
and preserved should be relocated to appropriate 
locations. Pursuing funding that would allow 
simultaneous development of both the expanded 
parking and playground areas would be the 
preferred solution. 

Figure 17: Concept render of seating wall & playgrounds

3. Trees, Plantings, & Ecological Features: 

The addition of new trees to the park was one of 
the most requested features by residents. The plan 
recommends a signifi cant amount of new planting. 
The proposed trees help to defi ne park zones, 
provide shade for visitors, and lend character 
to the park. Incorporating trees throughout 
the playground area cools and protects the 
playground surface, eff ectively extending its life 
span. The visual impact that may not be noticed 
for the fi rst few years after planting, but will almost 
certainly be appreciated  by future generations. 

Stormwater management features are proposed in 
several locations in the west end of the park. These 
features were included in anticipation of meeting 
Oakland County stormwater regulations that 
would likely be triggered by park development. 
It should be anticipated that Oakland County 
will require a stormwater management feature 
to off set any increases in impervious surface. In 
cases where existing surfaces are reconstructed 
or reconfi gured, many governing bodies require 
that the entire impermeable surface be accounted 
for, not just the increased area. Oakland County 
requires that stormwater retention features be 
designed for a 100-year storm event.

Figure 18: Stormwater feature, Atlanta, GA
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4. Softball / Baseball Facility Improvements: 

The softball / baseball fi elds are being retained 
in the current positions, but improvements to 
the fi elds are recommended. The primary form of 
improvement involves making the fi elds, dugouts, 
and bleachers ADA compliant. Accessible paths 
from the sidewalks to bleachers and the fi eld 
itself would be the fi rst step towards bringing the 
fi elds into compliance. Concrete pads next to the 
bleachers would allow handicapped visitors to 
sit with family and friends. These bleachers could 
double as resting points for trail users as well. 

The plan suggests the installation of fencing 
around two of the ball fi elds. Fencing serves the 
dual purpose of providing safety and deterring 
vandalism to the fi eld surfaces. High fencing 
along the foul lines of the baseball fi elds will be 
especially important to prevent foul ball related 
accidents with users of the Lakes Community Trail. 
Fencing around athletic fi elds is typically chain 
link, with support bars on both the bottom and 
top of the fencing to prevent bowing and curling. 
There are no design standards for height; typically, 
heights range in the 4 – 6’ range for outfi eld 
fencing, with backstops around 20’ high. Safety 
netting is a viable alternative for fencing along the 
foul lines, providing clear visibility for spectators 
while off ering protection from line drives. Netting 
is generally less expensive than chain link fence, 
and is less obtrusive. They can be taken down as 
the season ends to help extend the lives of the 
nets.

Fencing is not recommended for the middle fi eld. 
Instead, a multi-use layout is proposed which 
would allow a variety of informal sports use, from 
baseball and softball to football, soccer, or ultimate 
Frisbee. 

5. Relocated sand volleyball court:  

The sand volleyball court, currently located near 
the playground, has been moved just southwest of 
the ball fi elds. The intent is to bring higher intensity 
sports closer together and somewhat separated 
from the children’s’ play area. Maintenance access 
is also improved by positioning the court next to 
the Lakes Community Trail.

6. Entrance Sign, Boulevard, & Parking

Adjustments to the entry are proposed to make 
the park entrance more easily identifi able. The 
drive would be reconfi gured to a boulevard-style 
entrance with a new electronic information sign. 
The sign would include the park name and allow 
for the park system and other departments to 
provide up-to-date information for residents. 

This sign, kiosks, and the proposed sign on the 
eastern end of the park should adopt a consistent 
style. Wolverine Lake has adopted a sign template 
that is currently in use at Amenia and Oak Island 
Parks. This style should be continued at Clara 
Miller, with some allowances made to refl ect the 
relative importance of Clara Miller versus the other 
properties.  

Limited parking expansion is suggested for the 
park as well. There is adequate space near the 
hockey rink to allow for roughly 24 parking spots.  
Shifting the traffi  c circle roughly 80’ west could 
add another 14 spots without impacting adjacent 
homeowners. Adding tree islands in the existing 
spaces would help to mitigate stormwater runoff , 
cool the pavement, and improve the overall 
appearance of the parking lot. 

Figure 20: Clara Miller Park boulevard entrance conceptFigure 19: Existing signage at Oak Island Park
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4. Lakes Community Trail Expansion

Addition of a spur of the Lakes Community Trail 
running along the northern edge of the park 
is suggested. The proposed extension would 
improve access throughout the western end of 
the park.

5. Bathroom, Concession Stand, and Storage Shed

One improvement that has been discussed for 
Clara Miller Park for a number of years is the 
addition of a concession stand on the grounds. 
As the park transitions to a more active-use role, 
a stand would become even more of a necessity. 
Extension of a water line for irrigation purposes 
would allow the facility to be connected to the 
Village water system.  Bathroom facilities would 
be upgraded at the same time.

A storage facility connected to the building 
would have easy access to the southern edge of 
the parking lot. This facility could house mowing 
equipment, ATVs, and other tools needed for 
routine maintenance of the park. 

Rather than upgrading the existing bathroom 
building, it would be more cost eff ective to 
simply design and construct a new facility on the 
site. A number of companies off er prefabricated 
structures that would be a lower cost alternative 
to custom made buildings. The shown building 
footprint is 40 x 50’, but this could vary dramatically 
depending on the features requested by the 
Village. 

6. Seating and Bike Racks

One method of accommodating an aging 
population is to provide more seating areas. 
Benches should be provided in high-use areas, 
such as around the playgrounds, but should also 
be provided at regular intervals along the Lakes 
Community Trail. The plan calls for placement of 
benches or seating at roughly 350’ intervals, which 
is the approximate length of a small city block.

Seating areas in the park, including benches, 
bleachers, and picnic tables, should be designed to 
accommodate a variety of users. Wheelchair users 
typically pull up next to or across from people 
sitting in benches or seating areas to participate 
in social activities. 

Accessible furniture is available through most 
equipment vendors. ADA guidelines recommend a 
bench seat height of 17 inches to 19 inches above 
the ground, with full back support and armrests 
to assist in sitting and standing.  Leaving space 
on the bench pad allows wheelchair users to sit 
with able-bodied individuals. The United Nations 
Secretariat for the Convention on the Rights of 
Persons with Disabilities recommends a minimum 
of 1.2 meters (roughly 4 feet) of space be included 
with each bench. See Figure 21a for details. 

Figure 21a, b, & c: ADA compliant seating options
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7. Horseshoes, Bocce Ball, and Chess

The existing horseshoe pits do not receive high 
numbers of visitors in part because of their 
location and the lack of other amenities around 
the pits. This plan suggests expanding the number 
of available activities in the area by adding bocce 
ball courts, chess tables, and a picnic shelter. 
These amenities are low cost to install and require 
little ongoing maintenance. Fixed concrete chess 
tables could be tucked into a small clustering of 
trees. Benches would be designed to allow easy 
transfer from wheelchairs, or space could be left 
for the wheelchair itself.  Supplies could be rented 
from the concession stand on weekends during 
summer months. These amenities are a direct 
response to the recreation concerns of an aging 
population. 

Figure 23a, b, & c: Chess grove, bocce ball, and horseshoes

OPTIONAL PROJECTS
Several diff erent development options were 
identifi ed by resident comments at an input session 
and in an online survey, but were deemed too 
large in scale for the foreseeable future. Should 
circumstances change, the following items could be 
considered for further investigation:

• Picnic pavilion expansion: If the Village chooses 
to use Clara Miller Park for more large scale 
events, a large, centralized shelter to replace the 
existing pavilion would be benefi cial. The new 
pavilion could include electric hookups and a 
warming space for winter months.

• Splash pad / stage: Splash pads tend to be 
universally popular, but require a dedicated staff  
to maintain and operate the amenity. Should the 
Village decide to incorporate a splash pad into 
the park, it could be designed so the fountains 
to be turned off  for special events, allowing the 
pad to act as a stage. 

• Reconfi gured roller hockey rink / ice rink: The 
existing roller hockey rink could be lowered to 
allow fl ooding in winter so that the rink could 
be used for ice skating. Alternately, synthetic ice 
could be installed so that the rink could be used 
for skating year round.

Bike racks should be included around high use areas as well. 
Racks come in a variety of styles and can be quite artistic in 
nature. Bike racks encourage visitors to use non-motorized 
transportation to get to the park, easing congestion and 
reducing the demand for parking on special event days. 
The size of the rack will vary depending upon the type 
of adjacent use. The sports fi elds and playgrounds, for 
example, would require more parking spaces than the 
horseshoe pits, but both locations should have at least 
some bike parking available. 

Figure 22: Bike rack option
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The central portion of the park, bounded by Brisbane 
Street to the west and Terry Street to the east, is much more 
closely connected to the surrounding neighborhoods. This 
section features a small wooded area and can generally 
be characterized as quiet and relaxed. Sports activities 
are currently limited to tennis and trail sports. The plan 
seeks to bring more visitors to this area by relocating a few 
existing amenities from the western portion of the park, 
and encouraging other activities that respect the nature 
of the neighborhood. 

1. Reconfi guration of Wakito Street 

Wakito Street currently serves as a cut-through 
from Brisbane to Terry Streets. Three homes have 
driveways exiting onto the street between Brisbane 
and Roselawn. The stretch between Roselawn and 
Terry bisects the park, greatly reducing recreation 
opportunities in the area. 

The plan proposes to close the street between 
Roselawn and Terry Streets, replacing the surface 
with turf grass. The goal is reduced cut-through 
traffi  c in the area and lower overall traffi  c speeds. 
The street would dead end west of Roselawn, just 
west of the existing tennis courts. 

The street would remain open between Brisbane 
and Woodlawn Streets to accommodate the homes 
with driveways in this section. 2512 Woodlawn, 
which sits on the eastern side of Woodlawn, would 
continue to have egress on the road as well. 

Clara Miller Park Central: 
Transition Zone

2. New open space between Roselawn & Terry St.

Removal of Wakito provides a side benefi t of 
creating a large open space. The plan proposes 
shifting the existing Lakes Community Trail 
slightly south and adding a connector trail to the 
Vita Trail to the north. Parallel parking could be 
accommodated along Terry Street, and would 
adequate to accommodate a proposed picnic 
pavilion. This structure would be smaller than 
the large pavilions near the basketball courts, but 
larger than the small structures near the soccer 
fi elds. The goal is to make the fi eld attractive for 
family gatherings and other smaller-scale events.

3. Central Trail Loop

A proposed trail loop would travel west from 
the tennis courts, running south of the existing 
BMX bike jump, before connecting back with 
the main trail just west of Brisbane Street. This 
trail would bring visitors to new amenities in the 
area, including a new natural play area and a BMX 
bike course, both of which are described in the 
following paragraphs.  

4. BMX Bike Course

An informal bike jump and loop currently sits 
southwest of the intersection of Wakito and 
Woodlawn Streets. The plan recommends 
formalizing this course as a park amenity. A sign 
detailing rules of use will help to limit liability for 
the Village. The course would be limited to non-
motorized bicycles, i.e. no motorcycles.

Figure 24: Natural play area, Palo Alto, CA
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5. Natural Play Area

The wood patch located between Woodlawn 
and Brisbane Streets is in excellent condition 
and contains a number of mature trees. The plan 
proposes incorporating a natural play zone, which 
would consist of balance beams, climbing logs, 
and similar features intended to inspire creative 
play. Some of the existing play features, such as 
the stagecoach and tire climbing structures, could 
be relocated to this area. Unlike the more formal 
playgrounds in the western section of the park, 
protective surfacing in this area would consist of 
engineered wood fi ber, which allows wheelchair 
access while retaining a rustic feel. 

The plan also suggests relocating the hand pump 
currently located near the baseball fi elds. Water 
play is complementary to natural play; the sandy 
soil in the area will quickly absorb any water used 
during play. The pump has the added advantage of 
requiring no electricity or other special equipment 
for children to operate. 

6. Other amenities

Two small picnic pavilions are shown between 
the BMX trail and the natural play area. These 
structures would be similar in scale to existing 
pavilions near the ball fi elds in the western region. 
The intent of these pavilions is to provide shelter 
for parents who are accompanying children to the 
BMX course or the natural play area. 

Positioning a portable toilet shelter near the tennis 
course would benefi t bike riders, tennis players, 
and parents with small children using the natural 
play area. The shelter would be designed to provide 
a pleasing façade for the toilets. Permanent toilets 
with potable water could be considered for this 
location in the future. 

Figure 25: Natural play area, Palo Alto, CA

Figure 16: Portable toilet screen concept

Planted buff er zones are recommended to protect 
neighbors whose properties abut the park. 
These buff ers are not required, and in fact some 
neighbors may prefer to retain a clear view of the 
adjoining park spaces. The Village should off er 
buff er alternatives to aff ected residents on a case-
by-case basis. 
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The eastern third of Clara Miller Park makes up one of 
the largest natural areas in Wolverine Lake. The eastern 
entrance to the park goes largely unnoticed, in part 
due to a lack of identifying signage. The plan proposes 
celebrating and enhancing the natural amenities present 
in the eastern section, while taking steps to strengthen the 
area’s role as the eastern gateway to Clara Miller Park.  

1. Veterans’ Memorial

Inclusion of a Veterans’ Memorial in the eastern 
section of the park was extremely popular. Some 
participants noted a desire to locate the Memorial 
on the location of the existing exercise pad;  the 
popularity of the equipment and costs associated 
with moving the equipment lead to positioning 
the Memorial in a diff erent location. The fi nal 
location of the Memorial should have high visibility 
and proximity to existing parking, restrooms, and 
picnic facilities. 

A formal design has not yet been established . For 
purposes of the plan, the proposed size would 
be 50’ x 50’ for a square platform, or a 25’ radius 
for a circular design. A new accessible walkway 
would connect from the parking area to the 
Memorial. Screening the Veteran’s Memorial from 
the exercise equipment  pad will be important to 
separate somewhat confl icting uses.

Clara Miller Park East: 
Natural Zone

2. Exercise Equipment Reconfi guration

The exercise equipment pad is a relatively 
new development for Clara Miller Park, and 
the consensus was to leave the amenity in its 
current confi guration. Should the Village decide 
to reconfi gure the pad for other uses, individual 
pieces of equipment could be scattered to new 
locations along the Lakes Community Trail and 
Vita Trail.  This new confi guration would eff ectively 
create an exercise loop, and would encourage 
further exploration of the park. 

3. Vita Trail Resurfacing and Connectors

The existing Vita Trail surface consists of a cinder 
or crushed asphalt surface, and would not be 
considered ADA compliant. ADA requires that 
trail surfaces be fi rm, slip resistant, and free of 
obstructions. An alternative treatment for the trail 
would be resurfacing with crushed limestone. 
Crushed limestone compacts to a fi rm, solid 
surface, but retains its permeability and is more 
forgiving on runners than asphalt or concrete. 
Crushed limestone also has a “rustic” feel, which 
fi ts well with the surrounding forest area. 

Connecting spurs from the Vita Trail to the Lakes 
Community Trail are recommended to help draw 
users back and forth between the two amenities. 

Figure 27: Veterans’ Memorial concept
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4. Forest Patch Restoration and Expansion

The wooded area in the eastern section of Clara 
Miller Park is one of the largest forest areas in 
Wolverine Lake. The hardwood forest is currently 
overrun by a number of invasive species, primarily 
buckthorn and honeysuckle. An aggressive 
restoration program is recommended, including 
cutting, herbicide treatment of stumps, and 
periodic prescribed burns to help return the forest 
to a useful state. 

Expansion of the forested area northeast to 
Glengary Road would help to form a wooded 
corridor running from Hickory Glen Park in 
Commerce Township south to the edge of 
Wolverine Lake at the terminus of Terry Street. 
While such a corridor would be far from a pristine 
natural forest, it would provide a clear path to the 
lake for a wide variety of birds and other animals. 

5. Prairie Planting

The lawn area surrounding the Vita Trail and 
Lakes Community Trail represents a signifi cant 
maintenance chore for Wolverine Lake staff . 
Replacing sections of the lawn with short prairie 
species would provide habitat space and other 
ecological benefi ts. Low profi le species are 
recommended to reduce safety concerns. Once 
established, the prairie would also lessen the 
maintenance requirements for staff ; biweekly 
mowing would be replaced by an annual 
prescribed burn. A mowed strip on either side of 
the path would provide a more manicured look 

Figure 28: Vita Trail existing conditions

to the prairie. Informational signage explaining 
the nature and benefi ts of a prairie would provide 
an educational opportunity for park visitors, and 
minimize potential complaints about the “weeds 
in Clara Miller Park”.

6. Front Lawn Area

The small lawn area south of the existing parking 
lot should remain largely unchanged. The addition 
of trail spurs will help to pull visitors in from the 
Lakes Community Trail to the exercise equipment 
and the Vita Trail. A portable toilet structure, 
similar in scope to the one proposed for the tennis 
court area, is suggested for the area between the 
exercise equipment and the parking lot. 

7. Park Signage and Kiosks

The northeast entrance to the park currently does 
not contain any signs. Wolverine Lake’s existing 
sign protocol, as evidenced in Amenia and Oak 
Island Parks, would work well at this entrance. 
Landscape materials could help to draw attention 
to the sign. As this is a primary entrance to Clara 
Miller Park, the Village may consider erection of a 
more formal sign, similar in scope to the current 
signage along Benstein Road. 
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A wayfi nding and information kiosk is 
recommended for the area immediately south 
of the parking lot next to the Lakes Community 
Trail. A signature style should be developed to 
make the kiosk immediately identifi able to users. 
The existing kiosk near the restroom facilities 
could be used as a model. Signage in the kiosk 
should indicate trail locations and landmark 
features, and space should be left for temporary 
notices and other information. Additional kiosk 
locations would include the proposed parking 
lot near the tennis courts, the intersection of the 
Lakes Community Trail and the new parking lot 
addition west of Brisbane, and relocation of the 
existing kiosk to just north of the existing drinking 
fountain.

Programming and Usage

Clara Miller currently acts as an informal gathering place 
for Village residents. Most on-site activities are unplanned 
in nature, although more formal events such as the Annual 
Corn Roast or Tuesdays in the Park bring in larger crowds 
on a periodic basis. One way to greatly increase both the 
Park and the Village’s visibility is to provide recreation 
programming in the park throughout the year. 

Annual events tend to draw large crowds and high 
exposure, but require signifi cant planning eff orts to 
ensure success of the program. The Haunted Forest, an 
old Wolverine Lake tradition, is an example which shows 
both the potential and drawbacks of a large-scale annual 
event. These events rely on contributions from volunteers 
and the eff orts of a primary coordinator. The primary 
advantages of these events is the ability to prepare and 
advertise months in advance date, building excitement 
and allowing organizers to avoid some potential pitfalls. 
Events can also take place during off -season months, 
showcasing the Park and Village during periods when 
there are less competing festivals to deal with. Examples 
of large annual events that could be considered include:

• Mothers’ Day Picnic (early May)

• Memorial Day Festival (May)

• Independence Day Festival (July)

• Corn Roast/Harvest Festival (September)

• Haunted Forest (October)

• Oktoberfest (late September/early October)

• Winter Fest (January, February) 

• 5K Race (early spring to late fall; would require 
the loop to run through some adjacent 
neighborhoods)

Small, recurring events could draw users to the park 
throughout the year. These events are typically warm 
weather dependent, but could include winter activities 
as well. Regular events help to build an identity for a 
community, and are attractive to young families. Some 
common reoccurring events could include:  

• Movies in the Park

• Concerts in the Park

• Farmers’ Market

• Food Truck Courts

Security Features

Clara Miller’s linear format makes surveillance and 
patrolling of the park challenging. Improvements in 
wireless technology and monitoring equipment, however, 
makes expanded coverage of the park possible. The 
Village should work closely with the Police Department 
to determine the most critical locations for monitoring 
equipment. Signs indicating that the park is under video 
surveillance may help to deter vandals and provide an 
extra level of security for park patrons. 

The Village may also want to consider adding security 
lighting to key locations throughout the park. Pole 
mounted lighting near the playgrounds, large picnic 
pavilions, restroom facilities, parking areas, and roller 
hockey rink would provide a measure of safety for these 
facilities and would allow use of the hockey rink during 
dark winter months. Lighting for the ball fi elds is not 
recommended at this time, to ensure that fi eld usage is 
limited to daytime and early evening hours.

Low profi le lighting could be considered for the Lakes 
Community Trail. Bollard lighting would help to minimize 
nighttime trip hazards along the trail, and help illuminate 
trail users for passing automobile traffi  c. At a minimum, an 
elevated light source is recommended for trail and road 
intersections whenever possible. 
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Long-term Development Amenities

Access to municipal water and electrical service will be a key driver for further park development. Drinking fountains 
should be provided near high activity areas as water service becomes available, specifi cally the areas between the 
ball fi elds and soccer fi elds, the tennis court area, and near the trailhead and Vita Trail exercise equipment. Similarly, 
permanent bathrooms facilities should be introduced near the tennis courts and Vita Trail equipment as technology 
allows it.

The Clara Miller Park Master Plan off ers a long-term grand vision for park development. It would not be possible for 
any community to implement all of these changes at one time; budget restrictions necessitate careful planning and 
prioritization of projects. With adequate time and fi nancial assistance in the form of donations and grant funding, 
however, this plan is feasible and implementable. 

IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES

PRIORITY ONE PROJECTS: High priority projects; generally to be completed within one to four years

Feature Zone* Qty. Unit
 Est.  Unit 
Price Funding

 Est. Total 
Cost Notes

ADA playground 
redevelopment

W 2 LS  $100,000 General fund, 
Donations, Grants

$200,000 - 
$300,000

Development should take place as 
soon as fi nancial feasible. Cost will 
vary depending on surfacing and 
type of play equipment.

Develop seating area 
between playgrounds

W 1 LS $5,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

$5,000 This project may be included as 
part of playground development.

Veterans’ Memorial E 1 LS TBD General fund, 
donations

$50 - 
$100,000

Cost will vary dramatically 
depending on surfacing and other 
variables.

Relocate exercise 
equipment

E 1 LS $1,500 General fund $7,500

Electronic entrance sign W 1 LS  $35,000 General Fund, 
Donations

 $35,000 

Stormwater management 
features

W 1 LS  $50,000 General Fund, 
Grants

 $50,000 May require cisterns under lot or 
ball fi eld. Price shows estimate 
for retention basin or rain garden 
development and ranges from 
$50 - 90K. 

Landscaping W 140 tree  $300 General Fund, 
Grants, Donations

 $42,000 Donations could be in the form of 
tree memorials. 

Relocate existing 
playground equipment as 
appropriate

W, C 1 LS  $5,000 General Fund  $5,000 Transfer stagecoach and climbing 
tires to natural play area. Swings, 
slides, and other equipment 
that can be salvaged should 
be temporarily moved to new 
playground areas

Bathroom / Concession 
Stand / Storage facility

W 1 LS  $150,000 General Fund, 
Grants

 $150,000 Cost will vary signifi cantly 
depending on size and types of 
features desired.

East entrance sign E 1 LS  $2,500 General fund, 
donations

 $2,500 

* E = East, C = Central, W = West EST TOTAL  $547,000 - 
$697,000
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PRIORITY TWO PROJECTS: Medium priority projects to be completed within fi ve to ten years

Feature Zone* Qty. Unit
 Est.  Unit 
Price Funding

 Est. Total 
Cost Notes

Wayfi nding Kiosks E, C, W 3 LS  $2,500 General fund, 
donations

 $7,500 

Lakes Community Trail 
realignment

W 3840 LF  $4.00 General Fund  $15,500 Around baseball fi elds; assumes 480 
linear feet (3,840 sq ft) @ $4/sq ft

Develop natural play area C 1 LS  $15,000 General fund, 
volunteer / donations

 $15,000 Includes EWF surfacing, wood play 
amenities

BMX trail development C 1 LS  $2,500 General fund, 
volunteer / donations

 $2,500 Includes park rules / usage sign

Portable toilet shelter E, C 2 LS  $2,000 General fund, 
volunteer / donations

 $4,000 

Central Trail Loop C 1 LS  $24,000 General fund, 
Donations, Grants

 $24,000 Assumes 750 linear feet ($6,000 sq ft) 
@ $4/sq ft

Resurface tennis courts C 1 LS  $5,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $5,000 

Small picnic shelters C 2 LS  $10,000 General fund, 
volunteer / donations

 $20,000 

Additional landscaping, 
central and east sections

E, C 88 tree  $300 General fund, 
Donations, Grants

 $26,500 

Small picnic shelters W 2 LS  $2,300 Volunteer labor, 
General Fund

 $4,500 Relocate existing shelters if possible. 
Shelters will require new concrete 
pads

Wayfi nding Kiosks E, C, W 3 LS  $2,500 General fund, 
donations

 $12,500 

* E = East, C = Central, W = West EST TOTAL  $127,000

PRIORITY THREE PROJECTS: Low priority projects to be completed within ten to twenty years

Feature Zone* Qty. Unit
 Est.  Unit 
Price Funding

 Est. Total 
Cost Notes

Upgrade ball fi eld fencing 
and accessibility

W 1 LS $15,000 General fund, 
volunteer / 
donations

$30,000

Chess grove, horseshoes, 
bocce ball

W 1 LS $15,000 - 
$20,000

General fund, 
donations, grants

 $10,000 Includes costs for chess boards and 
EWF surfacing

Wakito redevelopment C 1 LS  $40,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $40,000 Includes clearing and grubbing of 
existing materials, new grass

Relocate sand volleyball 
court

W 1 LS  $4,000 General fund, 
donations

 $4,000 Reuse existing hardware, replace sand

Reconfi gure Lakes 
Community Trail

C 1 LS  $10,250 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $10,500 

Vita Trail Connector C 1 LS  $17,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $17,000 

New large picnic pavilion C 1 LS  $20,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $20,000 

Resurface Vita Trail w 
crushed limestone

E 1 LS  $12,500 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $12,500 

Trail expansion E 1 LS  $12,500 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $12,500 

Prairie planting E 2 acres  $2,500 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $5,000 

* E = East, C = Central, W = West EST TOTAL  $161,500 
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ONGOING PROJECTS: Projects which can be completed on an ongoing, long-term, or as-needed basis

Feature Zone* Qty. Unit
 Est.  Unit 
Price Funding

 Est. Total 
Cost Notes

Forest expansion E 850 trees  $20 Volunteer, 
donations

 $17,000 Assumes seedlings and smaller trees are 
acceptable. Volunteer labor and donations 
will be important.

Forest restoration E, W 2  $1,200 General fund, 
volunteer, 
donations

 $2,500 Yearly cost for prescribed burns, cutting, 
herbicide treatment. Annual treatments 
fi rst fi ve years, biannually or as needed 
once invasives are under control.

Drinking fountains E, C, W 3 each  $1,300 General fund, 
donations

 $4,000 Introduce as water lines become available

Small picnic shelters W 2 each  $10,000 General fund, 
volunteer, 
donations, grants

 $20,000 South side of ball fi elds

Bike racks E, C, W 10 each  $500 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $5,000 Priority should be given to high use areas

Benches E, C, W 30 each  $1,000 General fund, 
donations, grants

 $30,000 Priority should be given to high use areas. 
Includes concrete pad for wheelchair 
access.

EST TOTAL  $78,500 

GRAND TOTAL  $919,000 - $1,069,000 * E = East, C = Central, W = West

It is important to remember that the categories simply 
indicate relative importance of suggested changes. Many 
of the “big ticket” items fall under the category of “priority 
one” Some “priority one” items will likely not be completed 
within the fi rst few years, and some “priority three” items 
could be easily implemented in year one.

The following chart off ers a phasing plan for the individual 
park features, detailing estimated costs and possible 
funding sources. Costs are based on RS Means data and a 
variety of other sources, and can be expected to change in 
coming years due to infl ation and other fi nancial variables.

Funding Strategies

The cost of implementation will place added importance 
upon outside grants and assistance programs. Traditional 
State managed grant programs such as those operated by 
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), 
Michigan Department of Transportation, or other sources 
should be pursued aggressively. 

Lesser known grant programs are typically not as 
competitive as the primary MDNR programs, and may  be 
of assistance with forestry restoration eff orts. The MDNR’s 
Invasive Species Grant Program was created to address 
issues of detection and prevention both terrestrial and 
aquatic invasive species, and may be a source of funding 
for invasive removal. Detroit Edison (DTE) off ers tree 
planting grants on a yearly basis for communities. Oakland 
County Cooperative Invasive Species Management Area 

(OC CISMA)  is a partnership of county departments, 
municipalities, land conservancies, watershed councils, 
and non-profi ts dedicated to the identifi cation and 
control invasive species, and is an additional resource for 
information and links to funding sources.

Volunteers and donations will be critical to the 
implementation of many of these proposals. Scout 
groups, for example, have historically assisted Wolverine 
Lake with construction of shelters and other structures 
around the community.  Individuals and groups routinely 
look for opportunities to erect memorial facilities, such as 
tree dedications and bench memorials; the Village should 
develop protocols to make it easier to track and implement 
these types of dedications. 

Partnerships with groups such as Commerce Little League 
Baseball, the Audubon Society, the League of Michigan 
Bicyclists, and so on, can lead to unexpected sources of 
funding for both large and small scale projects. 

Advertising and naming rights for specifi c amenities 
should also be considered. Sponsorships for popular 
community amenities are not uncommon, and many 
large corporations seek out opportunities for community 
outreach and goodwill. 

Finally, the Village should consider sources of revenue 
from the park facility itself.  Rental fees for picnic shelters 
and sports fi elds can help to defray some of the costs 
associated with upkeep and maintenance. 
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